Mstorjr and Stories 
of the 

SIAPP Faj-JI LT 
of 


Slafyfork, V. Va. 

Principally by and of 

Luther David Sharp, Sr. 

6-8-1872 - 3-19-63 

Compiled from magnetic taoc, recollection,, etc. 
from recollection^and^apee^he^made^of "““aj''’ °°" P “ ed ^ DaTe Shar P 

lean, and copies ,h/n*de of old de'eds' Itc” ‘ raE, = r J l ‘d ‘ape, of her father, 
me tape her stories of the Sharps- and hv p« ? 7 cw° U8i * A1U< * G1 ' 8on letting 
made of Dad's stories. TjmyEK SrfflRP /fipe tsDeS 


5herp, S froa J 4 '"" i°“ ed ° ld ° Tl ^ *«*»• of the 

?B iroa vhich to rake copies used in the booklet. 

Credit t« r«tt, v • , „ WP ftomzzr rnytex-/N ftmtctn-flR 

„ to Edith Worman of Illletoro^for the copy of the 

v?w, S r 1 r f E>n I 1,lory =e»‘iled hy cousin luhert Taylor, 14 Stroud St 

M ItITof'tZ, ^ °Vt° B Whl * * “P 1 " *™ Si. U ^complete 

-ietory of the family of Laura Sharp, »ife of L. D. Sharp. Thank, to cLln Edith! 

Thanoto cousin Hubert 


Stories and/or pages are numbered in red 
stories or pages please make fouix copies 


ink. Any one who has additional 

- „ pages please make foiag^coples and number them in red so we can 

place them in the proper location in the booklet. For instance, paer 26-A 
would a> after page 26. 


Also: any other rare family pictures and other pictures of great Interest 
are welcomed^ to make negatives to have copies made for the four booklets. 


A booklet was issued to each: 

Paul Sharp^ 723 Avenue D. Port STeches, Texas, 77651 
Si Sharp, ^latyfork, W. Va. 26291 

Vrs. Bamona Shipley. 43 Meadowcrest Drive, Parkersburg, V, Va. 26101 
Dave S v arp, 4171 Paxton Woods Drive, Cindn nati, Ohio 45209 

Each of the above have Cassette tapes from w^ich the transcriptions 
In the booklet were made. 

PLEASE 1 If this copy becomes misplaced or lost, please retir n it 
to one of the above persons or decendants. It is very important that it 
stays in the Sharp family 




onV^ ^ tOmbst0 » e in the sharp cemetery 
on the Edray to CloverUck ro 9 d, nearTaSi 

Ji°c 6 e Se “ iD11 “■* F“ e i ? s irV1 

He was the son of the pioneer WilTiam qu 

35-}Jg> r f,ther of “iim" 

^15-1888) who is buried at the Slatyfork 
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Photograph of L. D. Sharp's Maple Sugar Camp at Slatvfork 
Described by Ivan L. Sharp Nov. 27 , 1973 

"The picture facus Buzzard Mountlan. You can faintly see the line of 
the old road going t oward nlarlinton. Ada may have been married or ahe 
and/or SI may have been taking care of or watching the store, in case 

* aome customer should come. I don't quite recognise the horses. The 

one with the {white) star in the forehead looks like "Old Bell", grand¬ 
mother sharp's (Sarah) mare. The other appears to be Mike, the straw- 
berry roan with ears aticklng straight up. A lot of age difference 
in trie two horses, 

h'J U S!? S / r °r the 3iZe 0f Vl0let the plain (oleai«) one In the picture 
(in white) , I appear to be standing (left to right): Ivan. Jne Snvder 
tiuajuti Snyder, Violet, Mother (Laura), Creole, Paul and 
^Li**U*i the kettles. JttiUJlSKlfMlUafitt XUMX3CK / Geramie Snyder was 

oI3o??m ShfiSd? sn3^ ' i "• Wlrt 3nyd,r ana Aumn » 

and Paul 6 See further note of Dave's at the end.)--Dave. 

Ivan further stated: "There looks to be a fuel shortage for the kettles 
but we kept some dry wood in the shed and a pile of poles below the * 
oainp for th© two pans, (evaporating pans were Inside the abed ) 

^- 0 r«f’! , V! raCma W0Uld 3tay in camp afc nl S ht to keep fires going and 
anni« iia to prevent burning of syrup. Sometimes would roast potatoes 
apple* and meat at night by the fire* * ^ 


Dave's further notes: Violet born 1897, married July 1918 at age 21. 

H * Gibson of Will Gibson (at mouth of Slatyfork creek) was a 
photographer and took pictures up to perhaps 1920 or later. 

is picture was among Will Gibson's things after he died. The card was 
wlth^hls^ but was addressed to Mr. Earnest Gibson, Elkwater, W. Va. 
hnn. ^ hia m ® 3aa ^ e How are you by this time? I am well and 

DoP^fchv LhS S T e * S ^ ar * Cara P v i ew * from Willie H, Gibson". 

Dorothy Fitzwater gave Dave the original picture. She inherited It frnm 
perhaps a slater or other relative maybe married to younf lllie 
The olatyfork Creek is between the oamp and the bill, in picture! 

Ivan further stated: "The sugar camp is below the old barn meadow. A bie 
wood log type storage tank in foreground* II big iron kettles fm? k^h 
sugar water Sown from 50 gal. to abSut I’gli J? a^Sp7 InS!af a® 
two furnaces with evaporating pans, a bunk bed for night work. The two 
smoke stacks were from the old saw mill that ceased operation further 

y T S b f? r6 - / Slei was usei t0 hai1 the »»P to the oamp 
using two 50 gal wood barrels^-sometime three. Picture appears to have 

falmoet^to SoLhoSow)^'’ 1 ' 1U °* th<i ° ld Ja ° kSon houa ' up th ‘ ° r « k 

If° t Siv.! h :he bd7 th:“bor “‘trough? tl Fauf^Th^ 8 ?* t or DaV “- 

ploture . A good pU22le * ... but an interesting 
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Letter to Ivan by his mother, Laura Maroh 2 
Deer inni i.iarch 2 ^ ^ \) 


(1921 ?) 


i.iarch 2 
(page 1) 


& 


I reoelved your letter and card both last night. I should have gotten 
_ the letter of course I could do yp your clothes, but 

0 they might get mashed up getting to the railroad. You know they have to 
be oarrled horseback to Cloverllck and some tlj/Bs the mall gets wet. 

It la raining tonight. I oame over to thes tore and stayed over tonight. 
There is some snow on the north side, 

(page 2) I heard today that Cad Gilmore was arrested at Spruce for 
bootlegging whiskey. They were making it at Cheat Bridge and he was 
. it on the train and selling at Spruce. We heard they arrest¬ 
ed one other man and Gilmore was fined .$5(30 or that's what I heard. 

Coyner was not drunk but John (Slanker?) and hesa (Higgins?) were drunk. 
Hattie (iicClung) said 3he would not have minded(?) if if John or Alfred 
(Higgins) had hurt him. But to have to carry a (scar ?) made by 
Hesa was the,limit. Re&a had on her fine dress and she sat 

(page 3) in the cabbage that she had for supper. People talk 

awful about John and Resa. Bill (who? and Sam (Higgins?) moved the 

wool out of the Curtis house today © I suppose they will .move.... 

Rennie (Higgins?) is as hot as a fox. She sent Sam over for a big box 

to put the things in and I was In a minute and she had three boxes in 

the floor. She said over there this morning she wished those little 
darned (bodies or houses) were all burned up. I on afraid she is mean 

enough to burn them if she had her things out of there. She has no 

where to go only -(-Pagelj£)--if where they came from. And she says 
she is not going there. Papa (LD) and I got an invitation to the 
inauguralima ball at Charleston, but I don^t expeot we will go. ha, ha. 

The boys have their fishing tackle and fishing catalog. I am glad you 
got the , ’?imes ,, . Papa was around the hill and cut a lot of grafts to 
graft some ap pies in the spring. Papa wrote out a notice to take to 
™ Uncle Hugh about not selling apples on Sunday. Uncle hugh sells honey 

and apples to the Bohunks They could come any day, they are so close by. 

The following on different paper, but apparently to Ivan, maybe mailed ) 
at the same time --?? (cn .-C 7 * fj 

Maroh 3» 1921 Well I have come over to the new hohse. It rained and 
the creek is full Sam & 3ill have gone to the commissary(?) The stores . 

have come (r) and I suppose they will have lotsof. %&»*. 

... there now... /tt^^Delphiefjiaa^ sent her draft by Cecil toe ass to 
have it cashed, and he has sent men' rWt ^ paying for her t?oard and 

_ she has . . Nannie went (slagging?) out to 

F pthe barn this morning.where Sam was. I guess she thought Hattie might . ^ 
f go out to aee (page(f2) him, Hattie never looked at him. Papa said X 
Nannie would not qp eak to him this morning. 

The girls asked Papa about (stamp?) and he told them to go out to the 
house to get them... (stamps?) I reckon Nan would not let them go over. 


'© 


N-1 




I 

I 






V 


She just acta like a mad bull all the time she is a (ralring?) about a 
lamb of hers. Papa said he was keeping her sheep for nothing and paying 
Sam fend Bill for loo^iDS after her sheep as well as hisown. She is so 


' L - mad about Luther* ma.... mov 
>,Jf- I heard they did not expect he 


ing down. (page (?) lira. Trac^ is real poorlj 
er to live. anytLme. She is~~"Sgood woman and 


J (told)not to be afraid to die. Matilda Hoover is home now. Mrs. Hover 
■' y has a very bad cold. I am sending Creola a couple waists. She wantsViolal 
~ to select her some clothes at Baltimore. Ada was a little better, but 

f real poorly when she wrote. Her . cost nearly each. (page4-)0y 

Well I have written all I know to write I will not get to write so 
often when the spring work comes on. Papa wants me to go to attend the 
store so he can sew grass seed over here. There is not many cutting tim¬ 
ber now but the Bohunks. Well I will have to close for this time, 
with love, Mama. 

K<»£* { 4 ^ I 
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88th Anniversary 


ui* problems 
rky ivi'll rc- 
| m i 

.a*i«wiw SLATY FORK -ftN.Sl - 4 \Unl 

*t iy well iu- hop mi ^ kccpin- uii' b lo whnt 
id (mu uurM attjuLulc my BA years/* said 
drF. nl AS l l.-iSillT David Shai P on hi ftflil 
. * ■ t V iru. 11 i: i 14 i i inlay an 111versar y Friday, 
in n its* JWO-] ’"Vc"*. nr. pcfjviLv is the thing tli.it 
Vital kiM ps it young, We wttulu iUe in a 
■shnii time if it were aot for 
a, tlu* i]i4 Sharp Mated 

PM-diM rn Sharp a: is fuir:i JiuW’ in Tfl72, 

(. t i i t 'm thr 'i h of SiliiS nut S; r i ibtt/uh 

•■a .hr i m it Siiarji of Slaty S-c+rk. tie was cdi- 
iil i>i* iYtetU * .H{*d m the .s^iu^K of F>\Thun- 
ay j- at s of las family, As .1 vhiM. 8hurp said 
a itu mher^ir rrnihl n noiiiliei that they ah 
r ,m i mi»r*-.wa>> h id three rlmnyns in the 
I have inn im-mi, for hfoiikfaM, they had 
it ri it id im meal mil tavad: far diimi r. 
iMThi'iMVr liread aiul meat: nrj for stipjur 
> ov«iiH l iil they h:i.| I mill of them vuih bis of 
ram. S'.. h a dsiui apples lor sauce and pics. 

: Lit and v* 1 *'11 ic world has certainly Mourn- 
o»^re.is as a <*,l pu t j n flower since I was a 
.<y lutf my |roy/‘ Sharp said. *1 Can remem* 
n.irle aigiwi*' tMjr when there was no buggy or 
important!| MkjlU 10 tpuLiie. When a famj.yi 
bought the first bmp and around' 

' May wbib here, a daughter in the family Texas* Silas S Sharp, at home, 
V.i! W- shpiHd it out and brmigtll it in ^ttil Mrs. VinH Mark land <lf llirh- 
^.,rd the our hmtf c ami asked us to hide jt j ^A>ml, Va. After the dvaih of hli 
:iv thvitonJbufAUSt* she afraid it would'hr&t wife* several years ago* 
iv 1 Mow up and kill their whale ta m J Sharp married the (ormur 

irt. L » \* V fc I fpIlB eiiAfr hlM Ik m. .1 * - I- « _l__ \ I . 3 ■_« ■ I |'| |J3| Jj j Q f | j Q f 


LUTHER DAVID SHARP 


ret:civ- 1 ymu up aiui klu imur wiuilc tam-i 
hi Washing hy, All the cook mg had to be done Mabel 
^,a received over an open fire placV’ 
uoi from the \ “My father was a farmer who 
H-rs t ‘aider liked to hunt and tir.h. I have al 
aal Highway i uayi, liked to hunt and fish, and 
riTiis Thislhavu gotten a (leer each year of 
in'. , 4K stale my life up until two years ago. * 
e two fhou- Sharp reminised, “guess I 
Hii*.limns* eit- getting loo old/' 
mmi^ioii foi When Sharp was 15 years old 
Mi hnlai god he went into the More business At f 
ay Planning Slaty Fork on the old railroad. 

After the budding of the new 
new liririgi’, mad. hu built hi* present siorc in 
f‘ lioad rum- Jt*17. For 70 years tie has been in 
al fur n-sur* the general store business. At the 
i dr i of pri’ pri sont time his oldest ;*on. Lnlh 
Pm .tfaihinsfer David Sharp Jr. t of Cincinnati. 
c> impTOVe-lOhio* owns the stoic and Mrs. 

42 miles of Henry Gibson manages d lor him. 
d repairs tu Sharp married the former Miss 
I Laura Jane Morgan and llu-y 
inlrodured were the parents of five living 
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Far n For Sale” 


Notice ^Confederate? 

T!iq meeting 


lT *r 
if V 
ft mill 

I- 

T ! 


farm^ 38 t aCrCS ’ ilQ0 eraziog, 

/ nm " j nd fruiL * Some 

niWanc] B n excellent orchard of 
unproved trees. This land w so 
situated that there lias aever ^ 

Jfrpitfci nre. Good house, twd 
„ 1’ W£>1) ia tfood com- 

ott>* About five miles from, ±J * vl watjqh % Vq 
depot, most of the distance being E ' Kmc, Adjutant. 
Macadam road. Addfess, Times — 

Uttice, M arlmton * W, Vu, 

FOH SALE:_A 


, XiL iUU11 |, u IW«v Q 

Camp of Confederate VeteraiTt' 
csIIkI to meet at the Times Office 
m Marlmton on Saturday, April 9 
for the purpose 6f electing officers 
appointing delegates to the Keun* 
« «nd transaetingany 

other busmess may come bc 
fore U,e Camp. A good, atten- 
cfauce w desired, 

Levi Watjoh^ Commander. 


Contractors Wanted. ' ' 

.r;r l 3A1 ^:-A small grisV,' Wo wil1 !et ^ contract the cut- 
mtll known as Griffin null ooBiA,^ ot tw f^. thousand cords tt 
bpnngof Elk, Good water power P 1 ' WOod *“■ »«». As big * 

Ittl the VPAf mmui U- * - ^ T iboutract a.tj vnn .* 


-r^v;^TACtTO 

l li£?% 0f f 0 ' 1, vith Slnal1 dwelling. 

, ^“ r, . ' er particulars apply to 

■'* Cralfurd. Slaty Fork. \V Va, 


ontract as you can handle can bn 
Retired, ^PPly at once to 

. . WUJ4AMS & PiJtlfiL ■ 

-st NaUonai Bank Buildin^f^ + 
MarUnton, W. Va. 
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iUNTON. POCAHONTAS COUNTY WEST VIR- 


ye,iK 

ns of U Mrs. Carrie H. Dilley, of Dii- 
Mr? Jnys Mill, who has been viditing 

- her daughter, Mrs* Birdie O. 
nayor ] Dilley, the paat two months, has 
% the returned home. 

and i* Mr, aod Mra, Charles McGuire’s 
Imu* link boy continued to improve* 

Char lee Galfnrd had gone to 
M a Hinton where he has opened a 
jewelry repair shop 
The directors of the Marlinton 
and Elk Mutual Telephone Com* 
puny met Saturday, The officers 
arc L* IX Sharp, president; S. Me 
Dilley, vice-president and general 
manager; J. D. Gibson, secretary 
and treasurer. The most impor¬ 
tant bu:-loess transacted was the 
cutting out of free phones after 
January 1; the extending of the 
short hue wire down Elk wherever 
the extension of the company’s 
business justifies it; the coopera¬ 
tion of the different mutual com¬ 
panies entering the Marlinton 
switchboard will be asked in order 
to install two phones, one in the 
C. & 0. station and tbe other in 
the freight office. 

The W. Va. Pulp & Paper Co, 

1 have scheduled a daily passenger, 
{Sundays excepted) from Cass to 
tbe commissary near Slaty Fork, 
f beginning January 1, Tbe train 
; will leave Cuss in early morning, 
rcturnig in time to connect at 
noun with the up C. & CX train. 

| This will be the main line to Web* 
sUt Springs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saui Gibson were 
Marlinton visitors, Friday. 

I James Gibson got tired of skin¬ 
ning his shins handling backlogs 
and foresticks and has now in- 
. stalled steam heat in his house. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Loan are 

- spending the holidays at Mill- 
1 boro* Virginia. 

1 Bins Moss and Earl Gibson are 
■ visiting at Howurduville, Va. 

Joe Buzzard was on Elk this 
' week contracting for lambs for 
nett full. 

, ■■ ■ ■ — — ^ 

P* 

Married, at the residence of the 
officiating minister. Rev. G. H. 
L Vnderson, December 25, 19i3, 

n Clarence Biakeatee and - Miss 
(fletma Sharp, The bride ia the 
** eldest daughter J«* hr « ^ 
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We have taken our east coast tuu*, 
and on arrival hack to our home In 
Orlando, will give you apart of our 
experience The tlrsit day we went 
through Cocoa City, Indian River 
City and several bin ill towns and 
reached Mel bourn City at about the 
right time to pitch our tent We 
were directed to the tourist camp 
and found It to he the beat camp we 
have aeen on the east coast. And u 
iny son and 1 are food of iDhlng we 
enquired where we could go fishing 
that night and were told that the 
best place to tKli In all the country 
was nil the Indian River bridge Tbe 
bridge Is two miles |o»k. We got 
flashlights, hooka and lines and pull¬ 
ed out fur the lish market to uet 
shrimp for halt and found mat they 
did not have any. an we went to the 
gruotry and bought some meat rind. 
When we got to the bridge and were 
tilling the fishermen about our bad 
Uck In not being able to get shrimp. 
They said “you did not need anv bait, 
we am ail tUhtng with a small piece 
uf white rag " 1 thought they were 

khiding me, hut soon saw that they 
were actually catching them thick 
and f UiL with the white rag and hook 
One man had a small piece of oil 
cloth on hla hook and they used It 
just lis we use an arUhcial Ely in West 
Virginia. We bad heavy alnsverson 
3iir lines and continued to tish with 
lhe me il rind until my son caught a 
trout, nod fcouk one of its gills and 
In a short thus we caught ail we 
could eat for breakfast. 1 never saw 
so many (hh caught In so short a 
time in all my lire Some had fifty 
or more nice trout, and there must 
have been 2^0 people libbing and all 
were catching lish. One man told 
mo that he had caught 700 trout the 
night before on a hook that was run 
through a piece of his whits handker¬ 
chief. Ask Dick Smith if be can 
beat that man's tUh story. 

The next day we pulled straight 
ahead for Palm beach and we reach¬ 
ed the ocean In lime to go out on tbe 
great h»ag p or a*id catch a mess of 
dsh for breakfast Then we drove 
around among the beautiful palm 
trees and dowers and 1 looked at all 
beautiful scenery on Balm Beach, 
Then we drove over to West Balm 
beach to the tourist's camp, and In¬ 
stead of finding the camp among tbe 
tine cucoamit and palm trees we 
found It located where there were but 
few shade trees, and the tourists 
were not very Mell pleased with the 
camp, but we made it all right. 

Tne neat day we drove down to 
Hollywood and pitched our tent to 
c.miiu nv^r Sunday Thin city ha* 
been building only four vtera and 


in bathing, We drove 
Gabels where so many tfch men are 
•pending their money Ln iota and fine 
buildings It Is no place for a poor 
man Miami is getting pretty well 
up with Chicago for crime, w* 
found some tourists who were afraid 
to go to Miami on account of so much 
robbing and so many murders in the 
last year. That wee ohu reason why 
Sharp camped outside of Miami, 

Wh took another shoot out from 
Miami and went down the east cocu 
ea far as the road Is cut out. The 
tiret city of any elxe below Miami was 
Homestead. We y^nt on below 
Florida City *lbo£Hr*y down until 
we found no more road There La a 
vast rich country and there are thou¬ 
sands of acres of tomatoae, a IL d ^ 
the old saying Is “1 never saw time- 
toes before/ 1 I did not see anybody 
nut negroes living between these 
cltlea, and the negroes had many 
boxes of tomatoes along tbe road iq 
sell to tourists. We bought the tin 
eat tomatoes I ever saw for two oanta 
per pound; that was all they asged 
for them There are many tomato 
packing houses and the packers no 
doubt are buying toms toes from the 
negroes for a song and they are ship¬ 
ping them up north and miking a 
fortune on them. 

Florida la not considered much for 
corn, but 1 never saw better corn 
grow any place than in one section 
down near the Jumping oft place. 
The corn looked to be much Mgimr 
than a man's head^-probably ten or 
twelve feet high—and such a dark 
green color that the land mast bs 
verr rich. 

We went ouu to a Ssmlnoie Iiillan 
village. There were about ■ Ufty In 
dlans there. Some of them work in 
the packing house, ife parked our 
car by the roadside *ad walked out 
to the Indian camp* among the jun¬ 
gle*, and when i saw the IndUns sEr 
ting flat on the ground la squads and 
looking so strange at ui, tc my near 
got my nerve. I tried to get them to 
talk, but they weald early say 
no They were cooking out on the 
ground and we oouki teh the meat 
u*y were cook tog more than 
ripe—anyway we dl£ not stay for 
dinner The children about elt yeare 
old and under had no clothes on/The 
Indiana were a! 1 barefooted but the 
older pnee had on ok>tjfc*o? many ool 
ors. While we were at tide village a 
very iarga aw arm uf bee* pa^ed 0 rir 
us and looked as If they were going 
to settle on a pint ’ free, but they 
slowly moved on. 1 suppose tne In 
diaoa have plenty oT hooey to t *t 
It looks bad that 'due government 
does not educate Ur a SemhioJue. 1 
am told they are ,ferttitf ^fewar all 
cite diue. " '* 
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sn-'ri- time, 7hf| m% 

arLlflclat lal;es They think 
the northern people like lakes, \o 
t hey ire ioenfllnir many Uionsanda of 
toilers making them. The main 
il reel must be over Kh' Test wide and 
die city rum nut to the ocean front. 
In a few j ea rs Hollywood will be one 
the folk cities on the map. 

As It h only eighteen miles to 
Mlnuil. nu decirlt d to run down to 
Ui mUlam Jennings Bryan's Sun 
were told that 
men's class In 
<4fcates_&O0O men. He 
peaches ri's c ass out in the Miami 
lark. But owlnjj to being held back 
trains ive dht not get to the 
ntll he had dosed,, we thought 
irn the drat church we 
muM lino for preaching, which wsi a 
TrusbyterUn church. After prea--h- 
uik l w*s told that Mr Bryan a id 
the congregation, ao 
up and hrul a ah ,rl 
him on prohibition, a id. 
w ® IJfTar in politic*, wa nre 
on prohibition. Mrs Bn an 
bus to he whee-ed about In a oh ur 
Sne U unable to raise her hands Hr 
hrian said she was not paralyzed but 
1 .was wor>e thin being paralyzed as 
le miTered such great pufou She 
been helpless fnrsli years. Toey 
ive In a due rnaiihlon In Miami but 
if cnnrie Mrs, liryan cannot enjoy It, 

4fl the poorest person with go id 
heallli has the greatest blessing. Let 
its be thankful for our health while 
*b have it 

Suniiav afternoon we drove a dis¬ 
tance t«f probably hire miles across 
brldce in the Miami beach. We 
Ny £ H & there and we could 
hack There were many 
of cats going over and com- 
ItiKhack and we would hardly get 
stat ed unU! the city cop would stop 
long double Hne of cars. We 
have been one hour going that 
live trlli* in the beach. It hotted to 
ai; Hko there were 1110,000 people on 
the beach arid there were thousands 


to make up lost time, it about tv: 
o'clock as we were driving through a ' 
■ jungle section we saw three alligators " 
iwofis the road in front of us About 
an hour later while we were a long 
way from any town, three men were 
standing by the road; one of them 
stepped out In the road anj wared us 
to stop and kept on waving—.we 
could see him from the light of the 
car Not a word wit spoken In our 
car, but my son had presence of mind 
and threw on all tu gas he could, 

Vve were going at about 25 miles in 
hour, and we mu it have passed by 
them at 35 miles or more par hour, 
we don't know whit their business 
waa; they had no b-oken down car 
there, and artthere hal been so many 
people held up and robfood around 
Miami, I believe ihey were robbers 
but they had no w*y to stop us unless 
they killed the driver, and we went 
eo fast that U would have taken a 
James to hare gotten him. 

We drove on cur tour down and 
back to Orlando aoout eight hundred 
miles We found i vary thing ah right 
m our bungalow, and we are renting 
our property ana getting ready to 
to start back to West Virginia in a 
rew days. We are getting anxious 
to see our old frauds Jamas White 
wrote us he would stop to aee us on 
h a way home but I suppose lie lost 
directions and enyjd not find ub Wa 
hope he reached home safely. 

We expect to etop off with our 
daughter at Richmond for one dav 
and win run ove> to Baltimore,- and 
mike a abort cih at Washington, 
probably one day, then we will pro- 
eeed homeward. The tourists are 
going north very fast—so much so 
that you can’t get a Pullman without 
engaging It a few weeks ahead. 

L. D, Sharp. 
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synf to be predomiDant in 
Umn three fourths of tbu 
rce^ry to ratify a nation- 
'onstitaticiijaJ umendmeiK, 
_t is as yet without foot* 
\y L-unsideraiiie extent in 
Pennsylvania* .New 
;m " As the pro -1 


WARM SPRING^ VA, 

Qmte a number of our town! 
peopl-’ attended the Sundnv school 
convention which held at 
Miljboro last Tuesday and Wed-1 
oesday* They report a Jaiife 
" lJ myh <u, t as the pro-1 crowd and fttl enjoyable time. 

>f tli* aue of ruloEicatiijgJ M«. Waller Hicks of Covin* 
exHOiitially a state mat- 1 100 vmiteii her parems, Mr an 1 

—— uni's, Ulf-.S 

jf last week. 11 


‘*ecitLiun of the police 
,w h is reserved to every 
'**y has ween the jus- 
oviilinif aiminst it being 
w ’th under the guise of 
commerce. As the 
ile* Supreme court well 
otteriis (I.sa U. S, do, 

■ ; f^l, 47 L. Ed. 492): 
not permit the declared 
!® states, which sought 
, e ‘ r pen[)le against the 
1 Ino lottery business, 
"rowr, ,, r disregarded 
!ny of interstate com- 
bis applies with eaual 
10 . prohibition of the 
'K mating liiruors. U 

ihe iiiteuliiiu of Cn n - 

1,1 ll!< uontrol of inter. 

’™ to impair the po. 
the Htstes but on the 
' an 11 iin aid to tile 

Sfir !rule 

JusraW^- 

N utk . . arch deucoi 
xursHionary of th 


of Jast week. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. A. On m aj)d 
dtle son .John E„ spent last Sun 

u y w l* turn’s parents 

Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Kimel. 

. ll\ J P , r [ tc L hard ot Prost, spent 

e week wail b 1S family here and 

returned to brost last Wednesday. 

Miss Willie Vines spent last 
Wednesday night w lt h her friend 
Mow Annie Lupton Campbell. 

8 “® Mann of Augusta countv 

;“ k ‘ h ” ■— f «“"£ 


ROYAL 

B Tk AKI i£fOW‘>ER 

J|§||§g« ( 

Notice, Contractors 


JN THE MaTTEH OE BHW IN 

u b S nn^V°* OV 258 ions 

06 BO.All IN THE |j UN . f . 

JSRSYJULR Ld STRICT 

construction of }Ul4 ' tijr 

Huntersyille district, n^r'/ i. 01 /? 1,1 

jJArd s IjoJjjii u rHijcaUtin r 1 

kjeated by j ii iy F f Brown s Ctaofc 

*» H feeTwid!,!' S^2 r 'i"?*f 

sordine Ut sntit-jtj/.ij i j k bt bul/t ac- 

lllixwr imMS 1 ' l &V n lands of 

fntand approved bv^L^PCrtnUsnd- 
leotrti, of Mid ftSd «!fJW t In 

.,, „, bt ir " " d ^HFdfSY^tSS 

Mariamk=-^^SS 

6 °? urad P«i»l n “hf ere,n Mtr,in «* Friday ^Commissioner*. Noti^ 

Miss Gladvo R u „„i- IRlrcuttCour^Jf jEl??entered h}-the 

West Vjnflnfa^stW 1 ^ County. 

*“« M - ,tt l, ‘ e April term of 


itrs. [). 8. Atrrver and »««,) unul ni «n. •(ur 

William SoideTretu^Lf r! J ' I^J^ion of ^ 

«.*»>.Mr.:”?, ? assfttta 

*ofisSsSr- urn 

«S?™ c ir! Hll: r r™«i s«v 

tJnIKi D e.Vton where he at, 
tendednschool the past Wm ^ r 


Mrcb, claims wjthS 


announcements 

rOK OOUKTY COURT CLERK 

j bi e Jl 0Wr » of Pocahontas count 

Plec-tea to «nS t 'E»,. nd p f t>w,Jse 

county to th* itset e of thj 

many years e*per(en«,„ *, h , 1VB *» 
und I would he *i ,n t in ,^, ls Wor l 
a ^ lfl - K^tNly^l 

IIrown. 

TOnCBCUrTOLKRK 

JltoU^^onUs county 
date for tf« n2SC t]o ?^ ,f » canS 
f Rlruult Clerk of SSi offic < 
ly, subject to the Q V^hnntas Chun 
“eratic party In ^ U< ‘, n ot the Dem- 
dates. " n nominating candl- 

L AS 1 ^ engaged in school work 


"Ste.- 1 •*»«* teisii.» « 


Aa J urn c 

v °ters or the e!L!“ 8 K 1 * 68 all th 
you through the co/n'm* 0 ^ fhsll as I 

C hoit llXST UULU 


^ixurea praise 
frected tbo L r S 
cross.—Liter- 

* tbero aud worJ — - parsed ibrooifh thisn ~-—--" 

1 p * n Jws ^ week. * njs l Isfiere hv Su-in* 1 * Sll!Inr ^b«rry, i . r bereby announ^i i* 

m>tl tbo lofiy peak* | Mis* Violet Sl>»r t (in Interest that rJV f a ii forties tf je offl<S J% 

" ,l ;. . *‘«aJ 

“ “I Jitsws ^^|S» h Jw£S^"ap *■ v *’ ,w - 0,1 

School iL V .Marlinton High *> !Datt «™ of ac-l w -- 

,£5 ^ sa-SKf.&a 

Foe COEMlfJSJONBH 

bViW-TSAiff?""* 

■tatoier of,,,, iJSffiWjat O 1 ®- 


M *w day and 
dd in the loueiy 
1 °n McKinley’s 
• he symbol 


made the uni 

oiJounced the 


who taught .n l M '- of °hic, 

.School the Vl %b l£” Unton High 
JO£af 

*K.r£o“"‘ !rw,, °" a* sum., baa Stt*™ jpr- 

'“^r aeldjffi nwa™"-"ySttiS « « 3iSS ffi 

" tl "' sa- 

‘Ada Kk-e. *_ I; L 


COftsj^fy^ 
says te 


above. 


homeW^tlr^ha‘ S f ° X|,ected 
•on. Mass., where 1 ? ,tn Boa * 
attending Conservatory 6 *'** beon 


■e fold 

it; 


dose 


J-'ORtljIi estate or 

. leather fj 0o . ho t h s, | *"“ ber O- ‘ “ r Uie 

JSSf,.-* !.««S 2?la!M8K3 set.- 


CommjssJiTfl 

■ r ,- WMVM| ' 

t!°™ e to 

iUfJjrrcent ur^LitJL rwl!» ^ U * m b 

or any ^Vt yT^ Lhe 
^hinneperry. x ^ L whereof Q | 

decree of tiie 


, jfcfr™... ^ , 

jv, dM- STT BO* 7^ / 0 ' 

TB* i, ■ fw, urj.T 

Super in ten dent of nf 

bonus County ^hi^ h ? jJs of Poe2- 

iJemwrat^' Part,! 4 * - ““Wco 
nominating, i ni,l, * war of 

and elected, fcr. laminated 














































■tmib, and others. 

*> authority vested In the 
Commissioner of the 
t of Pocahontas County, 
its decretal order 
e 20th day of Octo- 
styled causm J 
VB my nthce hi the 
rlTnton, West Virginia 
'ay of December, 1921, 
* and report to Court the 
fcters of account, to wit: 
i*t personal property be* 
o* Malcomh at the date 

Vhat real estate belong* 
falcomh at the date of 
1 tlie value thereof. 

*.M!Kh 'a 

n, amounts thereof, and 
»s. 

Vhat debts are properly 
{alnst ttie estate of Wm, 
t the amounts of each, 
d their respective priori - 

time and place any party 
ray attend. 

J* R. Buckley, 
Commissioner. 


Inferred from the evidence in this 
c a so tli at you brothers had been en¬ 
gaged hi making moonshine liquor 
and that on the night preceding the 
murder of George Huffman you had 
a part of your whiskey stolen and ue 
may gather from the evidence that 
you accused George fluff man and 
another of having taken your whis¬ 
key. In this you may be correct, 
yet even this being true It gave you 
no license bo commit murder. The 
penalty in this case Is severe, yet itf 
Is only commensurate with the crime 
that has been committed, I doubt 
not that the criminal annals of this 
county does not show a more dellber* 
ate killing u has been narrated by 


LJoraey 


l Thts oaffcainly . - ~« T -* 

to others who may be engaged in the 
m swirii t 1 

inaEthe day of settlement will linat¬ 
ty come, and should be enough to 
turn all those similarly engaged, to 
the paths of lawful pursuits. 1 **— 
West Virginia News. 


forfeiture on 


Co, va' 
f 1308.59. 

Slate vs Pete Snyder, 

-UaU bond. 

cen ° r Marlltiton vs R. R. Snede 

ook f ai ?” nt J erj: » Judgment 
fas.I “tatevs Lee Vint, not guilty. 

State vs Juhri Milam, gutllsv aen 

8 -ence two yeartf | r , peT1 / * m,y ' een 

Pistol license granted Paris 
^ eager andi^ark McNeil. 

J?. to / s Ilouchln, verdict 

'* i I?™?" 1 ” {n r™** W 


THORNY CREEK 

Quite an excitement was created 
In this section last Friday when an 
insane man was taken into custody 
by John Perry, W* F, Harmon and 
Summers Hoover, He gave his name 

Ja meflx and said he 
ma 


son. in tilt Chicago Dally fcews, 

--r--.-— -/jrvU 

£ ^FCATYKORir> * 

Charley t rail*lock, Engineer on the 
G. C. & E. Uy, t was painfully Injured 
by being hit across the stomach by a 
log while working on a wreck. He 
was taken to the hospital at lionce- 
verte r where he Is getting along nicely 
Russell Dll ley has sold his Ford 
car and purchased a new MaxwfilL 
Mlga Create Slurp, who Is attend* 
tog 1 itgfi lu m Hnfon, spent 

Thanksgiving with her parents/ Mr. 
and Mrs. L I). Sharp. 

Our school 1ft progressing nicely 
with Glen Barlow a* teacher, 

L(ie liu ™er and 
U^art^E: » ra cul,f3!fi *» 


ny 


!e. 

IX 

JN 

>d 

e, 

ie 

u 

it 

y 


ed S *1(W V fl 9 , lr l Viin(leveri( l er °CfmfeM 
1 a. t-m Arm »i, month* in j,j|. 

twSS™.,,^ *««* 

.nSr J J*°*<** 1 guilty, H50 

State vs E. I), burner. 150 and sli 

pistol' S r! n | 111 ' . cl ‘“ r|fe carrying a 
wrtUf application for 

«i^v^ w ta iar^ ^ * io ° 

« V9C -*■ IU ™. *1** 


State vs C. P. UamrleV. not *rulltj 



i a t you obs- 
mrements 


trshtp, 

U ft. 

verte with her husband, Charlie 
Craddock, who is In the hospital. 

Earl and Irene Bryant, who are at* 
tending high school at Marllnton, 
spent Thanksgiving with their par* 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm, Bryant. 

Senator Heflin (Dem. t Ala ) made 
Uria prophetic declaration In „a tell¬ 
ing speech against the whitewash¬ 
ing of Senator Newberry: 

* The way Senators voted on a 
question like this resulted in the re- 

-w^h|8ftl4£Li:'' me of them as the Sen- 

W. Goodsell’s over Sunday, 

_yWney, superintendent of 

. ^ c » hont « Tannin* Comp,,,, 

2,““ kl,,g S0ffl<) CHan K8 e In the ta£ 

_ C^SLAT yKORK^, t/ 

Grass to ffrowTnjr flneand it , 0 ,|f, 
tike summer was not far o(T. 

We are espeetlnif Professor J, n 

ri! .i, on ® ofu,B world's best niuslo 
teaU era, to teadi slnuln* school for 
us t i e summer. Everyone near 
ahoMld take advantaite nf tide Kr «st 
onportunltj to study music. * 1 

L. D. Sharp has been workln* hard 
fretting up petitions to re-establlun a 
S5lLt2!iL® from Slaty fork to Ed raj 
Many years a K o^ITi^™^r e ofEik 
T aU ’ but now have no 

mliw win ta n a ‘r hU,, " e of lwe, ' B 

5u l “^ rrnera * flJ '><'*v, 


Tnu: j of Versiltei w b 
by posterity* 11 

Cox, In t 




HONOR ROLL: Prir 
Stony Bottfim School, 
drltlgi, teacher* Kir^t 
lied Tillman. Anna 
Edit! i TbomaSa MmxiI 
Moure, Fiank Wlllong 
Beary ; Bumgardner, L#i 
Earl Tail man, Myrl t 
Tallman, HarJan Mcf^t 
Rider, June Meeks, On 
Seeu nd mont li~V 
Grace Wilfoug^ Ahni 
Edith Thoutfci, Maul 
Moore, Frank WIlforifG 

June 


age, Mary Bell 
fong, Edith Thom* If 
Jesse Moore, Frank f 1 
Moore, Beery? Burnga 
VVUfongt Earl Tall map 
Laughlln, Clyde T&lJpt 
man, si une Meeks, Geor 


weVHh onclnslhjy j 
l,nes "(TfTusted to me bv a con versa- 
iton l heard on ene of our streets last 
Sunday aftern.kon between a minister 
or the Gftfipel and a coupl* of our lo- 
cal attorneys. j. m. Mkadoh. 
Hinton, w. Va. 


- , uii ioi mgr 

taapayers !lve here., and during 
war were heavy snl»c ri bers of Gov! 

S tamos'* ^ nJS " ,ld War • S *'' I "K 
b lamps, and yet they have been <1e 

hied any mall service, we hope that 

Hiisvery Important route will boon 

Lct ll * pu!ltn*etlier 
There Is but one road from the m a| n 
read down to the Slatyfcrk odjee 
Tlie mall has been carriel severtl 
Tears from Lin wood t 0 siatjfork. 

Our Sunday Schra,! is progressing 

5SS5 S r* ‘I 1 ' 

no ^ c,OBa r °r t| le winter 
Since we have had a few years of 

f^ r f en Sunday School «Slt 
2»“»-. °' lr mien da nee has Ij^d 
ffood all winter and last Sond.iy the 
house was full with not > U C 
seat left. * 4 


What boots If if, 

Within the pulsing womb of time, 

A thousand thousand yeirx 
Man passed Trom stage to sta K e; 

Or If, at Ghd's command, 

With single bound 

He leaped frpm Mother Earth 
A Many 

<r —- 

To nnu who (fave us life 
A thousand years Is as a (] ly . 

Ills handiwork shows purposa and de- 
*1*0- 

I Question not His wisdom, mode or 
plan; 

Nor hath the Record said 
lie breathed lu him u,e Hreath of 
Life 

And Man became a Living Soul, 

He fore he was a Man! 


* vacant 


licens e which 


I. Tiiere >i*s been a lot of nmonshln- 
Ing plfiB on cm Elk. Some men a fe 

rt^ V# WOrk i,ltJ ®° they: make 

StoS“»Kth mM The m elf m r ey - 

must Quit his dishonest buMo'ess"*! 
soon be rounded up. ” 


Science hath net shown 
The Sun Iochange his course 
In ah the year*; 

Nor whence Orion’s bands. 

1’nlarls guided mariners of old, 

And points the North today. 

The Pleiades we view with raptured 
naze, 

The Shepherds saw and Po^ wn 
On old Judea’s hiJIa. 

The fragrance of the Rnae, 

The Vlntfft.’R Unt 
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The c 

accent#^ 
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ton or lid my , tint not if 
them at either place we fall 
■ ■ Hiem to Elk , When we c* 

wheroTlio fond left the pike t 

A Wllfiim \Trtrii-fl'fl T ir,nt 
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^J>Var Recollections. 

THIC riOIIT ON FLK, 



© 


Co nj any F. 19.1, V ; . Cm ' 1 r\ 
Wl « organized at MiU|>ulnt. IVe«- 
iKtntas couu*y, Htwinlier, IMS. 
A fow il-iys after wc f.r^niizxj 
am! 1 of<fr» ive received our arm*, 

oie of (,ur ‘company, Fmnk Mo- 

Krentr, iJoscrtotl and we>.t t<* Rev- 
cr ^' ••’•J (< dd tlm Tanks that we 
"ere in rnm;t at Milipoiut without 
»r:ns an i (low nice it would be to 
cai'tuiT t!ie company. So some 
t"'! or three I mil red soldiers set 
uiit from Beverly to take us in. 
Hu! <i .lay or two after McK.-em 
dtarried we got our arms and In,-* 


McXtvl found tl*ci 


from. 0 »-*r 


hen Capt. 

I*e eoL’M nr t open iW | 1(t 

4 uve it a kieit and asked them to 
swrren ler. The Yankee Lieut, in 
com man ! nnawered him l*y . ,i v ip—^ j 
"Surrend-r, no. never." and they j 
Commenced shouting through the 1 
dum-san.l windows and we replied 
in the same wnv. A. Yankee by I T" 
nntr-c of McWhorter. from I™ 1 

-fane | rf w, W(W shot and killed a* j , dn 
he made the attempt, to jjet not of ( 
hia I ml, and anothef Yankee was 
killed in t?>e room. Rv that time 
tl>e Yankee Lieut, eri.-d out, “I 

Mirrendci-.’* 

Capt. McNeel answorrd, *'[ a»k- 
etl jnm tn surr.i.der and yon 


F 
sc Its 

stor 

war 

it hr 
type 
, Mor 



\ 1 ireenlu ier comity to Try and ntp- 

xSr * mp 11 huslmhacker li> the name 
\T ° r "id hod been on the 

* iiimcIi the »tea tor pint „f die 

• A oielit «i,hunt meeting op with 

jf ■ Ic.MiNinn, and stopped in the B f- 

N? ter pan of th., right 

I 1 ,* 1 1,1 «* 11 HUht s!e *p a,,,! 

,» 'Vs . . . w That, night „ 

%A. 1 **“* ft ’ f " ,Hmt 11 hnhes deep. 

$ ^ v j} U,l ’ r s'onetldnj lo m*!. ne 

.‘■a- Idled up and start in) „n orr ,v- 
Tim n lo ttiui|i k 

M hen w*> renche-l the T U ;> of 
I>roiip Mi >mi to in route thie met us 
and I oil I of i he Yankees lieing j n 

s . s. 1 r '*' vcl51 and had captured our 

AtPv'' '|t»artrr« and one or two of ti ie 

khj twin pan y wire had l^-n left in 

y cumjv and bui-nt all the food nr , ( 1 

/ I Toro, ions we had. So when we 

XT armed in the levels wo weic 

without shelter, feed or anything 
to eat. We scattered out among 
the farmers, got something to e„t, 
nnd organized fora dash after the 
X anks to try to even up with 
'hem for what they had done for 
!’ s l i " °" r *^ence. I think we 
had a Iniui sixty men. Some of 
J JiVW ( H 'i'’ ^hirshnil’s company fell in 
]/■% V> 7} w,t l After w 0 Marled on our 

icr' / ,DI *' tn< * l l|0 >'ed to Ijp of K r t > a i 

'/ S hvln. Lieut. Price took the ad- 

4^ ^aiiee with Will PoMgo. Geo, W. 

■ V-y WttlLan-1 .llcnry 

Vy ’gyfrflyfl c\|i t vtn:. TO i 


, . ■ iimi yo 

in tlie uj*|*cr end of wonMidt, let them have it. Imya. 
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Then lie gaid, “I surrender with 
Up-lifted hands. 

C«|il MeNe<-i then gave the 
I 'Mimimid to reuse ti* mg. und we 
crowded in the h.. ia ,-, 
we wen- in the house Wn't Allen 
jumped ft on an imjM. rs window 
mid made |,is e 5rl po. Well rnomd, 
l"* dh!. I truess. for -| is hmd m 
t t,i ' w ''id mi-lit have been his fate 
had we got i>-(i |dm. 

AN Ihe hoys dij ,, ot (sino^v 

U'ut. Price and Ids wpmd v ,yre 
down the reml und anme of them 
m.stnok them for Yanks mid fired 
■it) them, killing llenry Shin , . 
"hit'll ru4 a gloom cwr^rTic. 

tor.v. We captmed eighteen Yan¬ 
kees with their horses and arms-. 

. 1 of ’■hick wo needed in our bua- 
10CS9. So wo evened up p r »tt v 
well for what they had dona to u. 


Frost 

Plowing and sugar making iv 
Che onler of the day. 

J. W. Jackson moved to Frost 
last weak. W c Rro to Mc 

njm b«c k airafn* 

P- R. M'illiaujs, of Ca*s. was 
■Wind la.t week shaking hands 
with ins many L lends. 

Creo. II. Ryder, of Highland; forth <s 
county, was in tM, ema'uuniiy 


(o Willum Moored LiruL 
lUktir^d thgt Bomn hiifl taken 
and hail not n'UjrnfHi. 
Wfetlcfl there for the copipa 
co;ne up and kthnn it j;nt < { ii 
Lalleti far volunteers to tf-i 
him to Mr* Moore's act! is 
nearly fro^f'n, and 
make tlin trip a*fool, I ili.Hmo 
to ipakc the trip* lllinking if 
way 1 would Kann; it m 
my braveiy that cainscd me i 
hut .Irrst limply to kerp from i 
in g. Well we were soon at 
Jloorc's and surrounded the I 
and Lieut, Price vailed to 
Moore and tsktd him if hr 
any one stopping with him U 
night, lie aid, fc *Vcs, then 
tt couple gentlemen Plopping 
him.'* Ho told Mr. Moor 
wished to see Uimn* and we 
and brought the gentlemen 
winch proved to be two V 
Wp went to the atable anr 
their horsefi ppt tho Yanks o 
string and started bock, O 
the Yanks wa^ Surge ant 5? 
ihs other a high private, I be 
When we got back to tho j 
tvas good and wai m r We *er 
two prisoners back toward } 
god then Lieut. IViee and b 
%anco HtarlvJ on to Oib- 
When we got Lo the MoflfetT 
we uU dismounted, hitched 
horses to the fence by the 
pud I dent* Price nnd hit ? 
went on in front. When v 
1° PMIjT Cibson\ Lien l 
Price and liifi men jm^od b. 
went on down the road to \ 
just beyond the house. TlJ 
of the rommmd fttirroundc 
hon.^e. The Yankee picket 
lie I been on duty had gom 
the house and was trying b 
some one to go out and tnl 
pl a re; so thero was no pick 
duty when wc got thf re* 
arm# were Marked in one i 
of the r**oui* We though 
would open ilia door and n 
pver the Yank* as they lay n 
floor, Capt. ^^e^fceI irii 
Uio doer it hat 
L>^n used 


M m . 1 i it 


'■*# rev- - 

t r : n* ( hr .n-m 


uic sen^rne 
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Hearken uhto the battle of Hun 
aa^ Lana, The story or that name 
has never been printed before It la 
ignored by all histories of the war. 
Until late years It was not a subject 
of frank and open discussion by the 
people of this county. Time cures 
all things* There are still living a 
number of rneft who participated In 
that light, and 1 h*ve talked with 
men on both aides recently and after 
so long a time this historic event 
which had been so nebulous ame 
nut clear and distinct and 1 will an* 


III 

t 


deavur to slate the case. 

At the West Union school house at 
the foot of the ^mountain, on the 
road that leads to the Williams 
River country, In l«(J4, lived Henry 
Duncan, In a double log house on 
the headwaters of Stony Creek. The 
house was opposite the mouth of a 
draw or hollow leading oil at right 
angles toward the south, and up that 
hollow lived William beverage about 
a quarter of a mile distant. A pass¬ 
way was used up that hollow to 
reach the Grhlln place, and the 
homes of people living on Daya 
fountain, and on over to the head' 
&ters of Dry Run, a branch of Swa- 
o Creek. Part of the paasway be- 
ween the Duncan place and the 
beverage place was fenced on both 
sides In 1864 as a lane* It was this 
lane that gave the name to the battle. 

The Stale was formed In 1863, and 
in the eariy'part oT~ TbiTi a regiment 
of slate guards was formed at Buck- 
harmon, and of this regiment Poca¬ 
hontas county furnished one compa¬ 
ny, captained at times by Captain 
Sam Young, a minister, and later by 
Captain 1..W, Allen. Captain Young 
preached at the sulphur spring on 
Sumy Creek, t Elite Sharp's) on May 
<j, 1*54, and made au appointment to 
preach there again In forty years 
after. A great concourse of people 
gathered there In 181*4 to keep the 
appointment, but the captain wa± 
dead. Eleven survivors appeared at 


the northern soldiers. Upon a coun- 
cil of war It was decided to Lake to 
the mountain and make a,detour In 
the direction of Williams River in 
such away that cavalry oouli-not 
follow them. They realised that 
they were a small company of men In 
a country that was hostile to them, 
and that they might be tilled by an 
ambushed force at any minute 

It turned out afterwards that the 
soldier at the bridge was not a sentl 
nel, but was a deserter who was mak¬ 
ing his getaway to Buckhannon, 
where they saw him a short time 
after. 

The little army turned up Price 
Run and from there climbed Rucks 
Mountain through the grass lands 
until they reached the fringe of trees 
near the top, and there they took 
some cold fuod from their haversacks 
and lay down to sleep without any 
lire whatever* 

They were stirring before daylight 
and marched to the head of Dry Run 
and called at the House of Peter Bav- 
er&ge, a Union man, and there got 
something to eat, and then proceeded 
by the way of the GrlfUti Place. to 
Will lam beverage's place. Williams 
Reverage was a brother of Peter 
Beverage, hut was a Confederate in 
sympathy, but was a non combatant. 

Here there were bees, and the lit* 
tie army, feeling safe from possible 
pursuit, commandeered a bee gum 
or hive full of honey. It was the 
iirsl week of November and the hive 
was heavy with honey. The soldiers 
made the farmer give them buckets 
and they proceeded to till the buckets 
with honey, preparing for a mid¬ 
day feed* 

In the meantime, the Confederates 
had been laying plans to capture the 
Union soldiers sent here In such a 
small force to beard the Hon In his 
den. Captain J, C. Gay, holding a 




John Armstrong, MolTett Wilton, 
John K. Adkison, William Klnntson, 
James L, Rodgers, received serious 
wounds. MolTett Sharp, shut In the 
mouth. 

J.U. Moore, who was under lire 
from the first, says that no one was 
hit at the Hrst tire, that Is the tiring 
that occurred while the Union sol 
diers were getting the honey fur 
lunch in William Beverage's yard. 1 
think this Is correct, 1 think Bern ¬ 
ard Sharp w as hi t hi the"!dps with a 
mountain rltie ball while he stood be 


commission as captain underline Don- 
feracy, with authority to guard the 
border was the ranking oilicer In this 
emergency, he augmented his force 
by summoning to his headquarters at 
his home at the mouth of Stony 
Creek, all southern soldiers who were 
at home on furloughs, and his com¬ 
mand was made up of about half 
scouts and half soldiers on furlough* 
Godfrey Geiger says that he and 
ids brother Adam Geiger were called 

frrvm frlisdr hnma of. Ql-^nw lifttfcnni and 


h ind a tree, returning the fire of the 
Confederates, lie was a line, tab 
shin Vnuig man, and his untimely 
d eath was greatly r egret ted. 

The wounded soldiers were taken 
to a cave near James McClure's, un 
der the shadow of Red Knob, and 
concealed, and they were treated w ith 
great kindness and conslUcration by 
the McClure family. 

There was no one hit on the Con 
federate side. The Confederates turn¬ 
ed back at Henry Duncan's and they 
took from his farm a bee g um and 
bees which they carried to William 
Beverage to repla ce _t.lm one that lie 
had lost U> the Union army. There 
seems to have been no cause fur this 
other tlian Duncan was fur toe Un¬ 
ion, and Beverage was for the Cun 
federacy* 

I have talked with Register Moore 
and Peter McCarty, soldiers of the 
Union , on one side, ami Godfrey Gei¬ 
ger, soldier on the f ^Jik side 

Godfrey Geiger was In some of the 
biggest lighting of the war George 
McCullam was eight years old and he 
has a vivid recollection or the sol¬ 
diers returning from the haltlelielrt, 
shouting anil victorious, He was at 
his Aunt Ruth Kee's on Rucks 
Mountain; George M. Kce, a wound- 
ed Confederate soldier being at home. 

It is probably Impossible for com* 
plete Ibis of the soldiers Lo be ob¬ 
tained at Lids Isle day and lime, and 
the names in re given are those fum 
Ished by snivivera of the alUir 

Union Mi diers : Captain Samuel 
Young. Captain l. VV Allen 
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lam staidoaeu In the in 
were called, were un th 
port to Gen. Hunter a 1 
a movement against Ly 
giida, and from that 
Lite war at Appomatoi 
West Virginia, fought 
side of the mountain, 
ccptlon of a detour on i 
Salem to Martlnsbur 
LewisUurg and Char 
June 29, 1604, to July 
i alley of West Virgin 
year of the war was gi 
stale guards, and 1 j 
have not been given 
their courage and tidi 


entry * In peace they see 
l Lhml ! forgotten, arid their 
VVm. Khmison, Corporal John A nmj ignored. They have n 
strong, Hannan, Whiu » ^ well as Confederat 

Gay, Gorge Cochran, T73 ark JMiley ui j most of the souther 
Ewings Rattery, Jen*my iJilley, Sh 1 uken very good can 
dim Hannah, r ark KellD^o, Nevvb-n ] i(Jl (tliern veterans*^ 
TVinl^s, Mullett Wan less* James L4- 'p| ie home guard ul\ 

Pf.,l rdffi a \T 1 l> Vt.vn.rr. I 
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niJiioted Rifintry, like a them In the 
ntsL and a rankling fire to the Gun- 
federates. Lad conquered and aubdo 
td West Virginia lor theJJnlon. He 
was I g numinous I y dlficLarjted Id Sep- 
fctember HSttf. The county ol Pfica^ 
"ijotUlP In the fall of 1SJB4 was. con¬ 
trolled by til* CoAfederacj,’, It was 

d h l e r in 1 ned ho w e v or by the W eat 
Virginia author Re* to hold an elec¬ 
tion for President In till* county, 
aluH arrangement* were made to 
open the polls at Kdr*y . And the 
Pocahontas county st ate guard s com* 
pany w as detailed touring that elec- 
Lion nil. They marched on foot frotu 
heveriy to Ed raj , adbtancs of fifty- 
four miles, coming In by the way of 
Elk River, and arriving a day or two 
before election. It was recognised 
that it was a dangerous expedition, 
sending one company Into Pocahon¬ 
tas county. 

The company camped near the 
headwaters of El it on the way ln r 
and one onhe aoldiere, Washington 
Kell, obtained leave of absence to 
visit his wife who was stopping at 
William Gibson s. Here he was cap* 
Lured by a s^uad belonging to Cap¬ 
tain J. C, Gjy's company of Confed¬ 
erate scouts, and was taken as a pris¬ 
oner to the headquarters of that 
company, at the farm of Samuel Ga y 
just above the mouth of Stuny Creek. 
That night In attempting to escape, 
Neff was shot and killed The prts- 
oner had laid out* Private lietmetl 
^ with a atone and had been shot as lie 
krted near the ford In Stony Creek. 

* lit is word had reached the compa¬ 
ny at Ed ray. Captain Sam Young 
wes in com maud. Capt. 1. W. Alien 
was there Loo, Nearly every mem 
her of the company was a Pocahontas 
mart. Already apprehensive of the 
danger of being In the heart of a Con 
federate county, the death of NefT 
must have Impressed them with the 
dangers of their position. The poljp 
were opened under the oaks standing 
m frontlTthe WiUlam Shar p house, 
near the big spring. The soldiers 
all voted irrespective Of _ag e and a 
number of citizens of the vicinity, 
aurl the vote was solid fur Abraha m 
Lincoln for president. 

Aaron Moore was chosen as the 
messenger to take the vote into the 
northwesLem part of the State, 
where the existence of the govern¬ 
ment of West Virginia was recog nix¬ 
ed and the company of soldiers pre¬ 
pared to act as Ids guard. William 
Jlatm ah was one of the eotumlisiuii- 
erFoTelection but he had the uni¬ 
form of a soldier Jt was decided 
not to attempt tu return by the pike 
to Hevferly , the road now called S$u- 
eca Trail. The return was to be 
made hy crossing Lhe river at Mar¬ 
lins bottom, by Huntersville, and 
kllie Hill country, by Dunmore and 
WG reetinank to the Staunton and Par¬ 
kersburg pike at Travelers Repose 
and across Cheat Mountain. The 
company marched four miles south to 
Marlloton and when they came In 
sight of the bridge they saw a Con¬ 
federate bnldier at the end of the 
bridge on horseback. Tide soldier 
eaw the Union soldiers at the same 
Lime anil whirled hie horne and gal 
toped back through the bridge. Tide 
was construed to mean that ho was a 
picket and that he had gone to notify 
lauulhern cavalry of the advance of 
CV-fcjU.cwtf A&Jk. -^T A 

c?«4<-wtvs af x 


u*5*fri. 


jelng gTv 
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order to fire being given, a volley was 
let off, the result of which was a 
general scattering of the blu£_£0*$& 
for shelter. Some went to the hill- 
sUhia on either aide of the hollow 
Some went down nim^an’a Lane, and 
sheltered in and behind Dunc an 1 * 
Louse, and some to the knoll com¬ 
manding the mouth qf the hollow 
where VVetR JJnlon school house 
stands antTln liTTe way gave battle 
an* returned the firing. 

Aaron Moore with the election re¬ 
turns ran up the hillside, and God 
Trey Geiger says that he would most 
oertalnTy been killed if it had not 
been that lie was in cltlxfn clothes, 
the rule being to shoot no one not In 
a uniform. 

At or about the first fire t Bernard 
Sharif of the Union MffiJ. * Sun of 
Wuiiw Sharp . Of Elk, and a brother 
of 5iJag . I lafn> m, and Hugh Slurp , 
fell rnorLilly wounded, lie was shot 
tlircilngirButh hips. Godfrey Geiger 
says that he was carrying an army 
gun called a musketoon, which took a 
paper cartridge. That lie went into 
the light with three charges and that 
lie would have been out of the battle 
but fur Lhe fact that he got a supply 
of cartridges from the battlefield 
drier the first volley, the Union am 
munition just suiting his gun. God 
fray Geiger saya that his was a long 
range gun, and that he saw C apta in 
Young in the passage way between 
Lhe lwu parts of the Duncan luma* 
and that be shut at him. -That Cap 
Lain Young told him afterwards that 
the bah cut away his clothes across 
his cheat The bullet was recovered 
after the war from the lug v here It 
hai Judged. 

The two little armies having taken 
shelter continued to lire at each oth¬ 
er for something like an hour and a 
half, and neither side making a 
charge, the Union soldiers gradually 
withdrew and made their way 
by ! I Lite squads to the origi¬ 
nal rendezvous at iiaverl? taking 
with them the result of the election 

When It became apparent that the 
Union army had retired frum the 
place, die Confederates went tm dowi 
the Jane, and came on Hem*rd 
Sharp, and c arried him to Hen ry 
mm can s house. It was apparent 
thlit he was - ijear death, but they 
sent for a doctor amFilld what they 
could fur him, but he expired in a 
few Jtours. 

The Union soldiers 


importance. 

1 have never 
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jmJjcu *G iCL,«iip ,r outf / 
peace was declared. 

Lam glad to be abJ 
you Li*o sadvnt 
Duncan a Lane, as 
what might Ire expect 
the day’s work f mud 
gin la State guards wl. 
fight, and finished t 
who failed to receive 
peusatJon after the wi 

„ .. iWSlW £4. 

had been defeated, it \ *jf £fr&- Js / 

BABY C 

Tancred S. C. 
June, loth and 
per lOn prepaid, J< 
livery, A limit 
[kicks and is- C. K. 
per HKi Last hatches 

OAK CREST FOU 
M11)point. W, Va. 
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It was not a case that w*s dbcu^eti 
freely in tl e olden da vs. It w« i n T y 
whan the story of this battle 
about t" he lost to history tl.it i 
gathered same of lhe smucuL fact* hi 
conned Lon with it, and fortunately 
I was aha 1 L j talk to huidleii . who bail 
been In ITT 

As a Lu Lie It does not rank high 
In tire national Issue tu he decided 
qtiier than It had a direct bearing on 
the election of Lincoln the second 
time. If he 
would have been a long farewell to 
the greatness of America, Uut it 
was nut In the plan of Proudeuue fur 
him to fail. 

As a part of tire travail of West 
Virginia in her birth throe* such 
contests as these, occurring in the 
bonier counties, are of the greatest 
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L'minty. 
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Harve^tiir if Hill the order of 
the day hero. Some are through 
while others are still making hay. 

The Italtw have left this sec¬ 
tion of mil rtiucl and tjone to Cheat 
River* 

Pago Hannah , of Staunton, ia 
visRuig his father, S. D* Hannah, 

Mjg Ada Sharp will |(0 U? 
Huckbannon lo alteod the Wes* 
ley an College this winter* 

Forrest Gibson and Missed A Bio 
:irtd Mary Gibson attended the 
camp meeting at Denmar Satur¬ 
day and Sugday, 

1 Mrs* S. A* Jaclvon, who has 
been on the sick list for mimetime! 
is improving. 

Junes Hannah and daughter, 
Miss Eula are visiting at,f* E* and 
S. IX Hannah's* 

There was preaching here Sun¬ 
day by Rev* Wei ford. 

Henry Shearer and wife^were 
visiting at Robert Gibson^ Sun* 
diiy* 

Little Jimmie Hannah, whose 
hand was hurt in a hay fork last 
week, is improving very slowly. 

Mrs* Rennie Dilley is improv¬ 
ing slowly* 

Mr*. Caroline Hoorer and son 
and daughter were guests at Wmq 
V’srneFi*, Sunday* 

Henry Shave r and wife of M, 
are at G. L* Hannah 5 s* 

We understand the schools ou 
Elk will begin the 16th of tin* 
month. 

Odea Gibap n and family s* t 
Elk now. 

On Sunday night and Moiua./ 
moroing a terrible i?torm visited 
the Panhandle section of ths 
spLite* At least thirty people In* 
their lives. The property loan k 
vety heavy. 
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July 26, 1966 


Mr. Dave Sharp 
3049 Madison Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Dear Mr. Sharp: 


The nest secured from your father during May, 1906 is still in 
existence in our North American Hall of Birds, This hall was closed for 
rehabilitation for several years but is now opened to the public. 


Sincerely yours. 


Charles E. O'Brien 
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CHARM OF A COUNTRY STORE 

If you ere passing through Slaty Fork in Poca¬ 
hontas County, yoti traght want lo stop at the Esso 
Station and gas up for an excuse to have a gander at 
the store. It is owned by Luther David Sharp and he 
te tryiiv- to retain the quaint charm of an old-time 
grocery store. As long as he possibly can he wants it 
to look about the way it did when has father with the 
same first and second name started the store In 1925. 
The elderly Mr. Sharp died a couple of yeans ago 
at the age of 91. The present owner lives In Cincinnati 
where he fs in the retail Vwelry business and leaves the 
Slaty Fork managing to Eunice Clbson. She'll be happy 
to show you the store and the few mounted specimens 
of wild life that are there. 

The senior Sharp left three other hoys nod a girl. 
They are Ivan of Nitre, Si of Slaty Fork, Paul of Port 
4 Neches, Texas, and Vi Markland of Richmond, Virginia. 

A tftffhilly ffOX 
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CHURCH NOTES 


im P8ESBYTER1IN CHORCH 

Harvey II. Orr, Pastor. 

School 9t40 

p m Junior Christian Endeavor 
i m. Senior Christian Endeavor 
Annual Childrens' Day service; 
lress by Rev, Dwight Winn, of 

p m Sermon by the pastor, 


DIED 


un- 
reji r e 


ir $en ^ Dm ^ their reapec- 
tue sides, ana pj ave j )mnn / kn , 


parts In 
contest, 


HmiNTON METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev. S. R. Neel, 1 >m tor 
if School 10:15 t. m, 

A, S. Overholt Supt. 

Junior FJpwortb League 
p m. Epworth League 
a m, Hreaeblng by the paator 
P m. Services will he conduct- 
the Wesley Brotherhood. Ev- 
idy Invited to this service, 
ijer meeting Wednesday even- 
,t 8:00 o'clock. Everybody wel- 


the earlier stages or the 
and tney til practlcillv 
formed or entered retfuLr Mmp.nl J 
In a very ihori time “ 

Tiie West Virginia guards had all 9DNTERSVILLE CIRCUIT 
{en.io ll,1 cHng of regul^Iy sworn de- Mack Thomwon, Pastor 
- era, wearing the uniform of their fO a m, Mt, Vernon 
iurifl 3 author In ad bylaw iq jo p m Iluntersvllto 

‘'•• lr jl'“ t»r the Union 0 p m Bathe! 

Unfortun.talj the-bee.me rrTr^d I - 

wul1 Uie mure peaeafuf organIzath.ntt ? n &*J School attendance at the 
of other states and auffered nev'not Church last Sunday 240; 

and Ingratitude. Students of htotorv the Presbyterian Church 208. 
are Mfttd to study the record. Chere will be preaching at the 
they will be convinced that a verA tmlnBter Presbyterian Church at 
Ojcn fluJdJ ri CIO a m., Sunday. June 20 t imme- 
f&hed to receive due recognition aF^prltfl'y fallowlnR the Sunday echool. 
peace was declared ' ftev r S. Dwight Winn, missionary 

on furlough to this 
will preach at the Lower 
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I, ** fiJtaaipii, _ _ 

... I* l *Wripectecd as a part of { at 3;30 In the afternoon instead 
1 J ]° m . H je ^est Vlr fat night, as previously announced. 
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WXHEHPCflSON 


Inividrs otroeh shytnuntshould tfxpt fo . Unit alien foods mt ikipprd, lU/iadmg*, mnrhd 


m. r* waidn eh. 

dh*n4&*\f 



Dear Sir*:- We regret much indeed to advise you that this shipment 
reached us in bad, o rder and we had to sell ouickly to secure what we 

£?«!!?“?!! ? thlS kin ^ of Poultry being seised by t ho health 
ajithoritiea that wo were afraid wo would get caught with it I v/e know 

you are heavy losers at this price but we certainly did our best under 
l he circums uances. ,/e are glad to report that the weather is much 
_>oler and we are receiving game and poultry in good order once again 

9 (The above typed message was faded too much to 

reproduce by Xerox—thus typed again like on the - --- 

original invoice). ___- — , . ■ - - ----- 
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C= j McCAnry. c^krh, 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY COURT 

ivi&rliriton, W. Va. Jan;7th r 1910. 

_ Hugh C. Sharp. 

TO c. J. McCARTY, Clerk, Debtor, 
recording _ deed ___ from . 

T c_Ccpy pf Po od . ___________ 


J ® TttTO^. Dp^i 




to 


Received payment this 


. day of 


19 


Deputy. 


$- . 

To transftr fee q 50 

Total chtrges $ 50^ 

—_Clerk. 


Tlie clerk is require<l under penalty of line and imprisonment to collect all fees and lets as prescribed by law_ 

Charter 15* Sec. 5, Acts of 1908. 
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■’•*■• L. D. Sharp, 

Slaty Porlc, West Va. 

Dear Sir:- 

^ arc cnctoalug hcre.lth policy, »„ pflr ^ a ' taBSi 
for *750.00 Co y «- t0Xd c:a tIlit you uain 

#M ° Une V " POr Um = “ 1 "V* y- .hat maka of U g ht lt 

' l 10 n ® ,0Bary th “ »" *"• « P«« for .ha or thl , f : aght 

attachaa to *. policy, .ill you UnOly aivl 09 ^ ^ ^ 

Of the light, the haa., of tho^anufaoturoro ana the.r addr.os, j „„ 

i^afca Out the permit and send it » 

H a BeMd u °ut to you, Kindly do 

promptly, and oblige,-' 


Yours 


’V 


' ' <;■ 
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$o*t GtUtt department 

BUREAU OF ACCOUNTS 
Wafftnffton 25, S. C. 
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OFrtCK tH* tOMFUtCilln 


February 27, 1953 


Mr, L. D, Sharp, 

Slatyfork, West Virginia. 

Dear Hr. Sharp* 

This has reference to your letter of February 16, 1953, to the 
Postmaster General, regarding your eligibility for an annuity based 
upon your service as postmaster. 

The records of the Department show that you were appointed post¬ 
master at the fourth class post office in Slatyfork, West Virginia Hav 
15, 1901 and resigned August 28, 1916. 6 * 

Public Law 215, approved May 22, 1920, was the original United 
States Civil Service Retirement Act under which Federal Government em¬ 
ployees were first accorded annuities based on such service. However 
Section 1 of the Act required that an employee to be entitled to ary * 
annuity must have been actively in the service on August 20, 1920, In 
view of this information it appears that you were not eligible for any 
retirement rights whan the first retirement law became effective. 

Since the passage of the organic Retirement Act of May 22, 1920 
there have been many anendments made thereto by acts of Congress but 
none have been retroactive to include cases where employees left the 
service prior to August 20, 1920 as in your case. 


Sincerely yours. 



Comptroller. 
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PI I AM APPHCU AUCOMliUllFCJkTiDfnrOmE COMMMn 

('-ask,WkstVa. September 3, 1932, 

LUMBER DEPARTMENT, 
t. F, SHAFftft, . 


Mr. L, D. Sharp, 

Edray, W. V a . 

Dear Sin 

We received your letter of the 26th enclosing two con¬ 
tracts for the extension of lease on timber. Your price of 
$2500,00 is more than we can afford to pay. In fact, we would 
have been better off had we taken the timber off when it was 
due to be removed the first time, as the market has gotten worse 
since that time, and there are not any Bigns of .it getting 
better. Therefore, we are arranging to remove the timber 
before the present time expires. 

We are returning the contracts herewith. 

Very truly youra, 

WEST VIRGINIA PULP & PAPER COMPANY, 
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CONTRACT OF AGREEMENT 
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&*»££ «» <Ja y or Aug- 
* >0 second part. S nla Pulp 4 Pap c fP » P»rty of the nfL* 

’ C Cor P° ra tlon) party*of 

-vltnesseth* Tha+ 

-7— ~“ 52 ri-s,^-S: 


k*- 


me ejt, 

tnS t^ neas hereof, the r- •+, 

'-^ ° f the ! '‘ *0? ^^nto jet^their hand 


/ 








jiecliwm't Luffib laKfffftQ: -——♦ 

G e r\ 1 1 e rtieK” :fc *™ h ’ a *-^»*' 

1 wilH £iv 

CQ t*y laud where f,he Old nill set 


« ym pr)v i 11;* m-^vr. -. , — 

'"ns , also a piece to stoc^ 

your lumber Just abot/e my Wadaw f«nca running bac* to thf. 

* ni * You tp ? lace a temporary fenca around the l«^r yii 
to cornet vith^py bruub, $>*ee runr.ing up tfrtt hill ” 

0150 t0 m,l! " ‘ Jrcad f r ™ th * ’"HI ^rci to tha wu 0 road 
b-'tv.a„„ ,.y ban, yard fence amfsiatyrork and you fo bulW 
f.vo ifi attfs ©ne at tlirt road and oh« at <w>mer of,th* 

Barnyard.; and to ke«p sane dosod This ayroemt. it in ro||e 

'•or two Jfcara r OT| JW data . aft or such tin. y„„ „„ 

■ V 

tlT0 y**r+' Zap to 
■'-Sp the lpj'lsirr that 
saving . In passing 
a ' e to cut sio tliih i 


t*a- 

"n ovar to' y* ai] sh,d 6 ar.d buUdi,*. 
i not nerchuntablo after you ar. dpL 

°^ h *V ln «( »i«l> your Trawroad yoi/' 
-xaept bc«!, to b, us«) |„ b-UMing Sal 
the light of w^mndany saw tlakw^oiwht 
onfcut you are to pay me r„, , ■ . 
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Wm. Sharp, Sr . (II) Deed to Wm. Sharp, Jr. (Ill) 11-2-186012020 Acres 


020 Acres'^ 

our 


This deed of conveyance made this 2nd day of Nov. in the year or our 
Lord § one thousand eight hundred and sixty between William Sharp Sr, 

&£ the County of Poacahontas and State of Virginia of the first part and 
William Sharp, Jr. of the bounty and State a£ aforesaid of the second 
part, witneaeth that the said William sharp Sr, of the first part in 
consideration of the natural love and affection he bears twoard his son 
Wm. Sharp, Jr. and for the further consideration of the sum of five 
dollars to him in hand paid by the said Wm Sharp, Jr. before the enseal¬ 
ing and delivery of these presents the receipt thereof is hereby acknow¬ 
ledged by the said William Sharp, Sr. hath given, granted and conveyed 

and by these presents doth give grant and sonvey unto his son vlfai. s harp, 

a certain tract or parcel of land lying and being in the county of 
Pocahontas and State of Virginia on the waters of Elk River and contain¬ 
ing 2020 acres being part of a lot of 2951 acres known as half of Lot 
No. 8 of the Pennell Survey formerly conveyed to Wm Sharp by Thomas 
Wood and wife and bounded as follows to wit: Beginning at three beeahea 

near a low place in Middle Mountain on the line dividing Lot Ho 8 Thence 
s. m 62ir W. 105 poles to a Sugar and Beech on the brow of the mountain. 
Thenoe S lp.2 W. 22 poles to two sugar trees on the brow of the mountain 

Thence S 20 W, 66 poles to two beeches and Sugar tree by a drain. 

Thence 1^6 tf. 76 ( ^ 76, W £/ fto»-E5) w 21 poles to two sugar trees & 

beech. Thence S 76 ^ W 76 poles to two beeches and cubumber, Thence 
S 20 W. 52 poles to a beech and two white lynns on the side of the 
mountain. Thence S 71 W. lpO poles to a cucumber and beech. Thence 
S 2lp^ E. 201 poles to two ashes and two maples on the top of « ridge. 
Thence S 3lp W. 103 poles to two beeches and sugar tree on the back line 
of the original survey. Thence with the aarae S 27 E. 785 poles to a 
brich on a rocky ridge, thence N 33sf E 526 poles to two sugar trees on 
the top of the mountain. Beginning corner of the original survey. 

Thence N 36 W. 670 poles to the beginning. 

To have and to Hold the same two thousand and twenty acres of Land 
together with all and singular the premises and apportienanceS W 
unto the Said William Bbarp, Jr,, his Heirs and assigns forever 
To and for the only use and behoof of him the said William Sharp Jr, 
his Heirs and assigns in all Time to come. 

In Yiitness whereof the said William Sharp Sen,,(Sr?) hath hereto set 
his hand and (Seal) the day and year first above written. 

Signed, sealed and acknowledged 

In presence of William Sharp (SEAL) signed 


Pocahontas County to Wit: 

1 , William Baxter, a Justice of the Peace fa* the County aforesaid in 
the state of Virginia do certify that William Sharp Sr. whose name is 
signed to the writing above bearing date on the 2 nd day of November 
i860 has acknowledged the same before me in my County aforesaid, 
given under my hand this 2 nd day of Nov. i860 

William Baxter, J, P. 

Clerks Office of the County Court of Pocahontas 6th November i860 
This deed from William Sharp, Sen. to William Sharp, Jr. was presented 
in the Clerk's office and the certificate of the execution and acknow¬ 
ledgement being legally certified, the same la admitted to record. 
Teetei Wm Curry , Clerk 


In Deed Book # 8 


Page 121 


Au W&P -Ail. jJAP /f*0 —W** 
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Hugh Sharp Deed to .‘arah £* Sharp , 3-25-1835 Dead Book 17, Page 75, 


This Dead .'•% de this 2pth day of larch 1085 between Hugh C* *harp 1)1 
of the flrat :jart and firah K* Sharp of the second part all of the 
County of Pocahontaa And otate of West Virginia. Vitnesseth, That 
for and in consideration of one dollar pa d to him by the said 
Sarah F. Sharp the receipt whereof la hereby acknowledged the said 
Hugh C* ^harp does grunt, bargain and aonvey to the said Sarah 
B* iharp with general warranty all h.s right and title and inter* a* 
in a certain tract of land (except one hundred and fifty acres adjoining 
the lands of S, S. Gibson and James Gibson in the southern corner 
of the said tract) and lying on iik River adjoining the lands of 
John Hannah, James Gibson, and others and bounded as follows, Viit 
beginning at a red oak^ beach md sugar tree below the mouth: of 
Slate fork and by the ^ree* on Jaoob Sharp’s line and with she same 
N 35 H 75 poles to 2 askes and 2 maples on a ridge, thence leaving 

aaid line North 79a *' 28 poles to a yew pine and two beeohes on a° 

ridge and on a olift of rocks S 71 £ 74 ps to 3 beeches on a ridge 
and opposite the Sharp Scuool bouse S0O £ 295 poles to 2 linns and 

2 beeohes on the aide of Slate Fork fountain S 18 E 44 polB# to 2 
beeches near the brow of the mountain S 79 S 76 poles to 3 beeohes 

3 5o £ 28 poles to 2 beeches S 67 E 92 poles to 2 sugars cor to 
the original tract of which this la a prt and with same (or sane}? 

S 33s » o50 poles to a spruce pine and 2 btoohea on tha side of the 
Mt, M 27 W 1 524 poles to a sugar and beeoh by the pike. Thence 
loftvlng a Eld line N 3^"# ^9 to a sfcaics N 10^ E 10 poles to a cherry 

by the road, Tbenoe N 13i W 63 poles to 3 beeches by the creek 

N 3t W 23 poles to a beech and 2 spruces near the bank of the creek 

H 47 W 4 O poles down aaid creek and through a mill dam to the be¬ 

ginning corner, and containing twelve hundred acres of land,more 
or less, and being a part of a tract of 2020 aores conveyed by 
Dead from Wm Sharp to the said Hugh C. Sharp, IVitneaaeth, the 
following signatures and seal this tha 25th day of March 1685 


Hugh C „ Sharp (Seal) 
his mark 

Teste Wn 3 . Hannah, Jr* 

Samuel (VV)(M ?) Gibson 


State of West Virginia, Pocahontas County —To wit. 

I, a justice of the said county and district of ;, jdray domXX 
oertify that Hugh C. .harp whose name is signed to the above 
writing bearing date 2$tb day of liaroh 1885 hath this day aokhowledged 
the same before me in my said County, Given under my h«r»R this the 
26th day of March 1885 ae 


Henry 


N* 

(?) 


Hannah, J, P. 


Pocahontas County Court Clerk’s Oflfioe, June IS, 1885, 

This deed from Hugh C. Sharp to Sarah E* Sharp was presented 
In thkaoffloe, and thereupon toghetber with the oettlfloate 
thereto annexed Is admitted to record. 

Teate John J* Beard, Clk 


(paid K I $1.25) 


cent by mall to Hiias Sharp aaper his order, 
July 10th 1885* John J* Beard, ol’k* 
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for 18 M. Jgtf 
site sum of 

V - 4 

payment of 

: i- J; '•■ ■ 


on real and personal properly, as follows: l 


TAX COLLI 


’"V* '?$T Tax'0^*1 
July, 1892. 


DEUCIUPTION OK LANDS PAID ON. 


Dated 


Poraomd property, * * 

™™E$>P8 6 1893 

















































George C« BeaXe to Timothy Clunen April 1056 363 aorea 

Deed from Geo. C» Beale to Timothy Clunen bearing date - April 1056 
for 3u3 acres of land lying on Elk River and bounded aa follows, 
to wit 1 Beginning at 2 beeches near the big spring branch of Elk 
, Thence N 59 W 86 poles to a birch and spruce pine N 39 V/ 229 poles 
to a beech 5 88 W. 52 poles to a sugar and beech, 3 25 E 2li| poles 
crossing the middle run near below a water fall to a sugar tree on 
top of a ridge 3 II4. W 66 poles to a sugar tree and beeoh , corner 
to David & John Hannah's survey of 500 acres and with the same S 1^0 
E 124 poles to a pine & ironwood S 80 E 128 poles to 2 beeches 
3 kO E lpil poles to a beech & sugar tree, leaving said lines N 20 
E 57 poles crossing the Old Field Fork of Elk to a spruice & Beech 
on the east bank of the Old Field Fork of Elk ■■■* river Thence 23 W 
180 poles to the beginning 

Abstract 

A. B. McKeever, Recorder 
13th u ay 1870 

Baok side 

Front: Geo. C Beal 
to 

Timothy Clemon 


Dave: this deed or dooument may have some relationship with 

the sheet headed: '’David & John hannah Deed to (Clunen?) 266 acres. 
See the other deed, —signed by a S. H. Clark 









John 3 . Floyd . inquire, Governor of Virginia Dead to Adi son toore 
and George ^eal Jt±n» 22 , FgJ- 3 


and aeoraa ^al J«r*- M. I*, fly O^XJ 

John 3. Floyd, Squire, Governor %»f the Ccfo ,onwealth of Virgini a: j 

To all to whom chea presents shall come— o rf-rTIi'tSt Know ye, ch at in 

t 

coni onaity with a burvey, ma de on the 22nd day of June, one tho uaat ri 
eight hundred and forty eight by v irtue of ^and Office 'Treasur y 
’arrant No, 12,846, there la granted by aaj d Cq maonwealth.unt o 
Ad la on Moore and George ileal a certain Tr eat or Parcel of Lan d containing 


even hundred and t werity alx acrea lying and being in the County of 
Pocahontas, on both sides of Hlk River, adjoining the land of '7111 lan 
Sharp and a survey known by the name of the Pennell & Sherwood survey 
end bounded as follows. Viz— beginning at a spruce pine and beech on 
the bast bank of the Old yield Pork of Said River, twelve poles above 
the mouth of Slatyfork on said Sharp's line and with tbs same so as to 
to Include any of said Sharp's land fj 23 W 750 poles crossing Slatyfork 
at 12 poles and the dig bpring at l6o poles and nt IUver at 378 poles 
to 3 sugar trees on tlia point of the Bearpen Rldgo near the main top; 
thence leaving tho "Pennell & Sherwood"survey S 6o W 6o poles to a 
yew pine & beech in a flat near Bear pen & N 30 W J+0 poles to a maple 
fe yew pine South IpD poles to a sugar tree and beech In a flat S 55 
W o0 poles to 2 beeches S 25 B 302 poles crossing the kill Middle run 
below a waterfall to a sugar tree on top of ridge fill; IS 66 poles to a 
sugar tree and beech corner to David and John Hannah's survey of 500 
Acres & with the same S IpO S 124 poles to a pine h ladianwood S 80 
b 128 poles to 2 beeches 3 I 4.0 b 154 poles to a beach & sugar tree, 
leaving said 11 na N 70 £ 57 poles crossing the old Field Fork of Mk 
to the beginning, with its appurtenanoss. 


To HAVK ARD To HOLD the said Tract or Faroel of Land with its 
appurtenaones, to the s aid AdIson Moore and George Beal 

>f>d their heirs forsver 


In W itness Whereof, The said John B. Floyd, Esquire, 

Governor of the C.o,ivaonwealth of Virginia hath hereunto s<vfc his 
hand and caused the Lesser deal of the said Commonwealth to be 
affixed at Richmond, on the thirty first day of July 
In the yeBTLof our Lord one thousand eight hu ndred pind 
forty nine, and of. the ‘Jo-itftwealth r -he seventy fourth. 


(Wax Seal attached 
here) 


(Signed) John B. Floyd 

Dote: underlined words are printed by a press 
on the dooument. 


Ivan Sharp got Uncle Hugh Sharp's old Deeds etc. This was among these 
papers. This deed does cover land on aauley ^t. Wm Sharp bought ]Saiaan 
Sharp land on the Gauley side of Klk at Slatyfork. } : Ua Sharp Gibson 
retained mineral rights on Pauley it., so she must have owned aome land 
there at one time. The waterfalls mentioned must be the one near mouth 
of blatyfork. (or remotely the one on Duck Hollow—up Siatyfork) 

• Why does this Deed say "include any of said Sharp's land"? 

Ramona Sharp Shipley has the original Deed In her possession. 
(Parkersburg, #• Va. 






























Hugh Sharp and Capt . Nimrod (?) G, MundaytMundy) received 105,000 A 
aorairrom”B«njamlnRTch, October T875 




Whereaa, Benjamine Rich and Thortitos (?) Courow (?) who were joint 
owners of the James (?) Welch survey of one hundred and five thousand 
h acres of land situated on the head waters of ^lk and Gauley Rivers In 

* Webster and Pocahontas counties in the State of .Vest Virginia did on i 
the day of October 1875 enter into an agreement in writing with 
Nimrod(?) G. Mundy and Hugh Sharp of the State of West aforesaid ly 
which agreement the said Mundy and Sharp were to take possession of 
the said tract of land; and whereas the said Mundy and Sharp did take 
possession of said tract of land and did build a house on the same 
and the same Munday and Sharp now have possession of said land; and 
whereas the said agreement under which they entered into said land has 
been lost er mislaid. Now this paper writing is made for the purpose 
of reoognlzing and (? )«-(cosetie ?) using 3 Aid agreement and 

the teaanancy of the said -Junday and Sharp and( ?) continueing said 
tenancy. 

Witness our hands and seals the 27th day of October 188? 

Benjamin Kloh (SEAL) 

N. G. Mundy (SEAL) 

Executed id duplicate H. G. ^harp (SEAL) 

F 1 

r 

/ This was some sort of a deed or attempt to get a deed 
/ for land maybe supposed to be recorded (but wasn't)?) in the court 

house. (Same records were lost during the Civil War when records were 
\ hid in haystacks etc to prevent the Yankeea(?) from taking or banning 
them* (One record book was lost then) 
w \ Or this may have been an attempt to olaim the land by "Snuatter's 
\Hight»"—? 
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How *r. Sharp, there It Juet on# thought thht Z with t* (In you 
and that it that the stockholders of this Hair Compaq are just a little 
different from the Pair Itself* In other words, the stockholder#'glre to 
the people'of Tooahonta* a fair ground on which to hold their fair and la 
re^rn they ehould and will get a reasonable return on the honey Invested. 
ThWtalr lteelf le a public ipirlted proportion but the fair grounl is a 
business proposition, although, of course, the Investment It prompted to t 
very great extent by public splrlttdnett. Un other words , the first Item 
on the fair company's expense aecount It the dividend* to the stockholder# 
and then the other expenses connected with ths fair before the premium lit 
1 b considered , so that the'stockholder* tan reet assured that they wlU ge 
their dlTidgdJ Of course, all the property, bulldinge and everything ed» 
nocted with the fair belongs to the stockholders, hut It Is Just the way w 
have of handling this'proposition to make It a success financially, then 
ary one donates service to th* fair, they ehould got feel that they are do* 
-rating-anything *e *hw-eWelcho Id era but they are Simply h*l»ing„ili* fair, 
feel sure you will catch ay Idea and that It Is of great dssitarid* In Sell 
stock, and the only way that we could handle the matter successfully in uy 
opinion. In other words, ws are to treat it as one separata and distinct 
proposition. u t course, anything mors than the 1% dividend that the fair 
would make in any one year will be paid the etoekholdera.Ziuttheidea in 
mind is that we are going to pay them a t>% dividend ae ourlnaurano# tEEt 
we take out insures the payment of the dividerjeven though It rains every 
day of the fair. J 

*• have the following old subscribers from your district who 
have not paid up ae yett 


'^fr\ 

£M'4 



■ 1 -r j 4 4i| it ;&> 

How it s»ems that th*re must bs tome-error In regard to j. a. 
Gibson’s subsoilption as Jake told ms. a few day! age that ha did'not know 
a J. H. Glbeon. We are enclosing his subscription card* 

• ' # " * - - , - » -*-i 

_ How as far as the Gibson* ate concerned, they seem to be holding 

off on account of Pat Gay atill living on the property, but the fact of tb< 
matter is are. Gay is taking care Of the grounds and buildings for us and 
making no charge except th* rent of the hous*, and we could not begin to 
make as good an arrangement with anyone else; besides, she gives splendid 
meals at & reasonable price which le another feature. How as far as Pat 
Gay is concerned, he la not known In this agreement we have with her, but 
-You-kmauha w t h e -ma U *r__gt*pd* bstwe.en._Glbson and Gey , and we will leave tl 
in hands to candle a a you think bett. iff b, : Q f codr-se 1 tho 1 






c 


«l 




^4J 


I of this month we are supposed to turn all unwaid eubidrSatien. *>,.* l... 
eubscribed for prior to the fair ever 5 oS’IttoSS, SiJ” J^lsTS 
to leave this action entirely with each director Of hia community.* 0 You 
on ths abovs unpaid subscription* at youHSnv.nl *«»! 

“ 4 •* th * "*• «*• <”•'“«*«.». 

I 


.™, V, ,ura h ? T6 ,\ sr ?* t d#al of Interest worked up In this eflter- 
prlee and this year’s fair IS certainly going to be a great credit to our 
county and have the biggest crowd in her hietory. 


How at any time there U any information vmi Vint fit- anw mmmda* 











acre 3 


David & John Hannah Daed to Clunen ? 266 

(Courses?) of land sold by David & John Hannah to atty 

containing 266 acres on the water of the middle run being part of a 

survey of 450 acres bounded as follows (Tourt) 

Beginning at a sugar tree and beech corner to 720 acres pattented to 
George Beal and A.dison Moore and with there line N l4 E 68 poles to a 
Sugar tree & spruce pine on a ridge N 25 W 160 poles crossing the 
middle run to yew pine doble ironwood & sugar tree on a steep hillside 
thenoe leaving said line S 85 W 70 poles to 2 yew pines and Chestnut 
by a drain S 11 W 100 poles to a beech k birch S 68 W kQ poles to a 

yew pine sugar tre & lynn N 52 VV 46 poles to an ash sugartree & yew 

pins S 2? W 28 poles to 2 yew pines near a large ledge of rocks 

1 fg V L 1 2 i°<L Pol ? s maples k spruce pine 

N 00 E 240 poles to the beginning which is the division line 

signed S. H. Clark 











Deed from Thomas Wood and wife to Wm Sharp bearing date 11th day of 
January, l8lp3 for one undivided half of Lot No. 8 known as a survey 
made by Stephen Sherwood in che year 1786 - on which a patent issued 
in the year 1787 in the name of Joseph Pennell ( the half of the lot 
aforesaid) conveyed by Wood to Sharp contains 2500 acres, and bounded 
as follows, to wit: Beginning at 2 sugars on top of the mountain 
on a line dividing Lots No. 7 & 8. Then with the said line 3 33^ W 
526 poles to a birch on a rooky ridge, thence N 27 w 1051}. poles to a 
Beech * Spruce on Gauley ..iountain. Thence N. lip E. ip80 poles crossing 
Elk River to a beech and cucumber in a small bottom near the river, 

S 36 E 1200 poles to the beginning, - 

Abstract takenf ram Dedd of Record in Clerks office of County 
Court of Pocahontas in Deed Book No 3 Page Si* 514- 
Teste 


Wm Curry clerk 


This abatract taken from Deed Book #3 page 5lJ| 


Ramona Shipley, has the original abstract of Deed 
Reference made to Deed Book #3. Page '514- 


Which William Sharp is this ?? , 

Wm. XI (1772-1860) lived and burried near Pairview. He may have 
bought it for Wm XXI—-?? (age 71 when deed written) 

Wm. Ill 1815-1388) lived at Slatyfork and buried in Sharp cemetery, 
—age 28 when Deed made. 

3y ohecking the Court House records, one might get a clue, ainoe 
this is only an Abstract of the Deed. 


Ajl* (Zb 6 













Report on Lot 


— a Correction? Lot 7 & 8 


July 19, 1854 



Copy from surveyor's report made 19th July 1854s by S. H. Clark, of 

Lot No. 8- - Begin at a cucumber S 37st E crossing Elk at IX 150 

poles in all 1490 poles to a sugar tree In placi| of a stake called for 
In pat, of Lot No, 8 & No. 7 ( ? ) (sva l/3" 102 poles longer 

S(?) (S35.TI) W crossing big spring at 300 tyfork 650 In ll6o to 
a pine & two birches on west brow of mountain variation & 88 longer, 
thenoe t N 33 W 370 no cor (corner?) found hickory called for. 

1° variation N 2 W crossing slatyfork at 278 big spring at 380 
orossing alatefork at 278, big spring at 360 , crossing(elk {?)) 
at 1288 tit (?) in all 1754 fc o big -(beginning . ( ?) 


Ramon A Shipley has the original copy of this. 

A reference to Lots No 7 & 8 is In Thomas Woods Deed to Wm Sharp 1843 

A reference to Lot # 8 la in Deed of Vta Sharp t o Win Sharp, Jr, i860 
(but thie (i860) is after the above "report" 



f 



ft Sam and Mary Gibson's Dead to Sarah KXMiUi&X2XXXXl££g Sharp 3-ll-1089xv 

This deed made this 11th day of March 1839 between Samuel M. Gibson and^ 
Mary J, hla wife of the first part and Sarah E. Sharp of thB second part, 
all of the Co. of Pocahontas and State of W. Va. Wltnasseth that for 
and In consideration of the sum of one dollar cash paid in hand the 
reoelpt whereof la hereby acknowledged the said Sam M. Gibson and Mary 
J, hla wife doth sell and convey unto the said Sarah E, Sharp a certain 
tract of land lying in t e co. of Pocahontas and State of W. Va. on the 
East side of Old Field Fork of Elk Elver, adjoining the lands of S. L. 
Gibson, H. N. Hannah and others ( it being a tract of land conveyed to 
said Samuel M. Gibson and wife by George P« Hannah and also a tract of 
35 acres conveyed to the said 3aml M. Gibson by J. T. (or L‘r) Hoggsett 
containing in all two hundred and t wo acres more or less together with 
all appurtenances there unto —attached and warrant generally the land 
herein conveyed. Witnesseth the following signatures and seals, 

Samuel id. Gibson (SEAL) Mary J. Gibson (SEAL) 

State of *V. Va. , Pocahontas County. 

I, H. N. Hannah, a Justice in and for the County and State afore 
said do hereby certify that S. M. Gibson whose name is signed to the 
writing hereunto annixed, bearing date on the 11th day of March I 6 S 9 
acknowledged the same before me in my County aforesaid. I also hereby 
further certify that Mary J. Gibson, the wife of Sauuel M. Gibson 
whose names are signed to the writing hereunto annexed bearing date 
on che 11th day of March 1889 personally appeared before me in my 
County aforesaid, and being exa m ined by me privity and apart from her 
husband and having the writing aforesaid fully explained to her. She 
the said Mary J. Gibson acknowledged said writing to be her act a ixi 
deolared t hat she had willingly exeouted the Same and does not wish 
to retract it. 

Given under my hadd this 11th day of March I 889 . 

^enry H. Hannah, J. P. 

Pocahontas County Court Clerk's Office, Jan. 7th , IB 90 . 

This deed was this day presented to me in my office and therefore 
together with the....... 


Davei This Mary Gibson was the sister of Sarah (Hannah) Sharp, 
and the daughter of Davi£ Hannah. Also the sliter of Melinda Hannah 
that married John Hose,^Sister of Rev Glio. Hannah, Henry, and of 
Otha who died and had vision of Heaven. Mary was the baby that Otha 
asked to place in the fireplace to show that it would not be harmed 
when he had his vision. Another brother, Joe, died a few days before 
Otha. 











(Book 26,Page 56) 
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l I Silaa Sharp, Sarah Sharp Sc Hugh Sharp to L. D,Sharp 
’ March 30, 1895 

This Deed made this 30th day of March, 1895 between Silaa Sharp and 
Sarah E, Sharp, hia wife and Hugh C. Sharp of the one part and Luther D. 
Sharp of the other part all of the county of Focahontaa and State of 
W. Va. Witnesseth: lhafc for and tin consideration of the sum of one 
dollar paid to them by the said Luther D. Sharp the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged, the said Silas Sharp, Sarah F, Sharp and Hugh C. 
Sharp doth grant,bargain, sell and convey unto the said Luther F. Sharp 
with general warranty all their right, title and interest in a certain 
tract of land containing 4.96 acres and bounded as follows. Beginning at 
2 Lynns and 2 Beeches on the side of Slatyfork *“ountain, corner to Hugh 
G, Sharp and with his lines S 18 E l±2 4/5 poles to 2 Beeches near the 

j_(brow?) of the __ (Mtn.?) S 79 E 15 poles to 2 Beeches 

on top of Slatyfork Mountain corner to M. Ella F, Gibson and Malinda 
C. Hannah and with the same s 22 W 26 ^ poles to a bunch of Lynns on a 
hill side ; S 30 W. 68 poles to a stone center and Sugar, Beech and 
Ironwood; S 47 W. 350 poles - at 52 poles crosses Slaty Fork - at 
68 poles crosses Buck Lick Fork to 2 Beeches and 2 Yew Pines on hillside 
on a line of S, L, Gibson's Heirs, and with the same N. 20^ W, 47 poles 
to 2 Lynns and 2 Beeches; continued 246 poles to a rook above the 

turnpike road ({ II 10 E _(from?) a Hemlock witness) corner to 

lower lot and with the same; and with the meanderings of the turnpike 

road; N. 10 E, 35 3/4 poles to the Cleveland Rock; N 59 E 85 poles 
a Beech and Service below the road; thence leaving the meanderings of the 
road; 3 69 ^- E 62 poles - crossing the road twice and the Slatyfork and 
the road to a stake by the road at the ford of the oreek S 58-4" E. 92 
poles to 3 Lynns at the foot of a hill near the Greek ; N 36 E. 48 poles 
to a cucumber witnessed by a small cucumber and Beach on a hillside near 
the top of i. spur; N 20 E 43 (43) poles to a Beech witnessed by 2 beeches 
on a hillside; N 30 E 24 poles to It 2 beeches on Hugh C, Sharp's line 

and with the same S 79a E 108 poles to the beginning. The said Silas 

Sharp and Sarah E, Sharp,his wife, reserves the right and privilege of 
cutting any timber they may want to use and to run any stokk they may 
wish on the said above described tract of land free of charge. Witness 
the following signatures and Seals, this 30th day of March 1895. 

Silaa Sharp (Seal), Sarah E, Sharp (Seal) Sc Hugh C Sharp (Seal) 

( "X" —his mark) 

State of W. Va,, Pocahontas County; To Wit| I, A. C. L. Gatewood, a 
Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid, do certify that 
Silas Sharp, Sarah F, Sharp, his wife, and Hugh C. Sharp whose names are 
signed to the writing bearing date on the 30th day of March 1895, ack¬ 
nowledged the same before me in ray oounty aforesaid. Given under my hand 
this 30t day of .-arch 1895 { signed)*-A. C, . Gatewood, J. P 


»V. Va. : Clerk’s Office of the County Court of Pocahontas County, May 
1, 1895. This Deed from Silas Sharp Sc wife, and Hugh C. Sharp to L. D. 
Sharp was this day presented to me, in my office, and thereupon, the 
saraB together with the certificate of acknowledgment thereunder written 
is admitted to record. 

Teste; S. L, Brown, Clerk 

( 


Dade; "Buck Lick Fork" apparently is the run that we called "Buck 
Hollow"--where Lowell Gibson has his camp. 

Cleveland Hock is a large rock that rolled off the bank, almost blocking 
the aaa old road—between "round top of the hill" and a place near 
Lou Gibson's place on Rt 219. "Cleveland" painted on It when he was 
running for President of USA. 








^f^SARAH ti. SHARP'S DEJ'D TO L. D. SHARP 9-27-1902 

This deed made this the 27th day of Sept. 1902 between Sarah E. Sharp 
party of the first part and L. D. Sharp party of the second part all of 
the County of Pocahontas, West Va. rfitnesseth, That for and in consider¬ 
ation of the sum of one dollar paid by the party of the second part to 
the party of the first part the receipt whereof in hereby acknowledged, 
the said party of the first part harebygrants and conveys to the party 
of the second part with covenants of general warranty; all her right, 
title and interest in and to a certain tract or parcel of land contain* 
ing l65 acres lying on the -latyfork of Elk River at or near its junct¬ 
ion with the Old Field Fork situated in Pocahontas County, V/, Va. and 
is and described as follows to wit: Beginning at (A) 2 maples 

and 2 askes in rocks on top of a ridge--corner to Hugh C, Sharp and 
with the same N. 80 l- E 27 3/4 poles to a number of small birches on 
rooks by dead Yew Pine -- and 2 - dead BeaoheB S70-£ E71^ poles to 3 

Dee a no a on u rid. e opposite the Old school .iouso S 77i E 130 Doles 
to two beeches, corner to part laid off for L, D, Sharp 

ttl6 same s . 30 » 2i(. poles to a Beech witnessed by 2 Beeches on 
a hillside S 20 IV. 43 poles to a Cucumber witnessed by a small cucumber 
and Beech on a hillside near the top of a SpU^... S 36 Vi, 48 poles 
to 3 Lynns at the foot of a hill near Slatyfork, N 984 W 92 Poles to a 
stake at the pike at the ford of Slatyfork N 69! W 62 poles, crossing 
the road and creek and crossing the road again twice to a beech and x 
Service below the road thence with the meanderings of the Turnpike road 
3 59 w 85 poles to the Cleavland Rock S 10 W 35 3/4 poles to a Stone 
pole short of a Hemlock witness above the road on the old line and 
with the same N 20j (20^-) W 54 poles to 2 beeches on the bank 6 f the 
Old f ield £ ork continued 45 polea to a Birch on Ghe bank of the creek 
corner to H. B. Sharp and with the same N 20 W 22 polea crossing the 

Slatyfork to a stake on the ilcCutchean line and leaving the same N 36 
iS 60 poles to the beginning. J 

This said 165 acres of land conveyed bv this dnnd h.in» „ 

tract of land conveyed as 1200 acres bSfc being part of a 

to oontaln 1105 acre, and y d b T found 

Sarah E. Sharp by deed bearing date L t J aa P t 2 the sald 

and of record in the office of the Glerk^f*fhf 5 ^ ^ f Uarch 1685 

Co. W. Va. in Deed Book No 1? Pace 75 to whl oh h °*f nt y Gour t of Pocahontas 

aaL a m r °r plato r ' >feren<!o 13 here 

hoS« In 3^?d Srtl^ I ‘L: 60 e L V r tb a rlght to half of toe 

In the orohard on this tract of land^.t one third of the fruit 

aureee end blnde himaaU to keep of KSL^J* W party ,° f tha fl«t part 
the flr.t pert during her nat"Sl ljf 2 °°! fo J of 

further agrees and binds himself to pnmfnntohi 4 ^ Party of the second part 

s/as k-pSjv 

flrafpart. fifaS * 

ahontase to wit-* I n* q Mn v rflol ^ (SEAL), Stata of W» Va»* Co* of Poo- 
do oertlfy tSt'saJah'E 4“ n ° tary ^ bli ° ln and for Poo. Co. 

bearing date on the 27th day of Sept 1002 haa'thiff 0 th f WI ’ itlng ab ove 

4T2 b8fo ?: sr ??• ~ ^ 

day preBented to 2 me°in m/office and™thfeuDon th ^' 0 4 0 t’ Dl sbar P «» thle 
oertifioate of acknowiedge,«i‘h the 
Teste 1 3 , L. Brown, Clerk 18 “almtted to record. 
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U ». li KatfiH, iMtlH ar la f lr 

fMihMiu Cwaly, Hut Ttffisu do hereby uvUfy mt hp o. 

«r iP»m am U al|Ml t* the foregoing writing, tauliy itu^ 
ib« *t* day If i«i«ik, 1912 , bag tbi. day nkMi« 4 |ia U>| |«« 

«*£■ *7 Mid CoOBty. 1 ■'■'***<■ ■“■“' ■ ■ **. -. „ 

01 t*b under mj hand tbt« tba 2*.day of Septeaber, 1912 . 

•» d- Halford, Jaetlee of tbe Pain. 
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• Clerk 1 a Offlaa County Court Foeabontaa Coanty, 
kep t e a ger btb, 1912 . ' ^ ' 

■ A 


daad f?oa Hugh C. Sharp to L. 0 . Sharp wet tbla 
day praaaat^ to aa In ay off lea and tbaraupoo tba aaaa together 

with tba aartlfloata of eoknowledOTent thereunder writ too, la adaitted 

* , * 

to record* 


T*ar«- C J. Me CARTT Clark 


Win OP HUff VIbMMU, 

court r op raoAbuirAjv te-wit* 

V., 

* p * 

X» Hildreth t. Keadowa, Clark of tba Gouty Court 
of Foeabontaa Gaunty, state of Heat Virginia, do hanky eartlfy 
that tba foregoing la a true and aorreet aopy frea tbe reoerda 
of ay aaid offtoe. 












L.D.Sharp Deed I +96 Acres to Sons 12-12-1934 peed Book 70, Page 478 

This Deed made this 12th day of Deo. 1934 between Luther D. Sharp and ITL 

M. E. Sharp, his wife, partieg of the first part, and Ivan L. Sharp, 7 V 
Sila3 S, Sharp, Paul L. Sharp, and Luther D. Sharp Jr. parties of the 
second part, all of the Co of Pocahontas and State of W. Va. V/itnesseth: 
That for and In consideration of the sum of one dollar paid cash in hand 
the receipt wehreof is hereby acknowledged, and for love and affection 
the said parties of the first part do hereby grant, sell and convey with 
the covenants of general warren ty to the parties of the second nert Joint¬ 
ly all of the following described tract of land, situated in ;the 2dray 
Dlst, of Pocahontas Co. on the waters of Slatyfork, a branch of Elk River 
and was conveyed to Luther D. Sharp by Silas Sharp, Sarah E, Sharp and 
Hugh Sharp, by deed dated larch 30th I 895 and of record in the office 

of the County Clerk of rocahontas Co., In Deed Book 26 at page $6 and 
bounded as follows, beginning at two lynns and two beeches on tbs .ifest 
side of Slatyfork mountain a corner of the Hugh Sharp lands, and with 
the same, S. 18 E. 4 2 *8 poles to two beeches near the brow of the mountain 
S. 79 E» 15 poles to two beeches on top of the mountain, corner to ttte 
W. Va. Pulp and Paper Co. and with same, S. 22 W, 26 ^ poles to a bunch 
of lynns on a hillside, S. 30 .V. 68 poles to a sugar, beech and ironwood 
with a stone center, S. 4-7 W. 350 poles, crossing Slatyfork at 52 poles, 
Bucklick run at 68 poles to two beeches andfcwo spruce pines on a hillside, 

on a line of S. L. Gibson's Heirs, and with same, S. 20^ W. 47 poles 

to two lynns and two beeches, continued 246 poles to a rock above the 
old Turnpike, hemlock pointer, and with the mearfferings of said pike, 

N. 10 E* 35 3A poles to the Cleveland Rock, N. 59 E. 85 poles to a 

beech and service below the road, thence leaving the meandering of the 
road, 3. 69 -^ E. 62 poles crossing the toad twloe, crossing Slatyfork 

and the road to a stake, by the creek at the ford, S. 58i E. 92 poles 

to three lynns at the foot of the hill near the creek, N. 36 E. 48 poles 
to a cucumber witnessed by a small cucumber and beech on a hillside, 
near the top a spur N. 20 E. 43 poles to a beech witnessed by two beeches, 
on a hillside, 30 E. 24 poles to two beeohes in a line of the Hugh 
Sharp land and with said line N. 79i E. 108 poles to the beginning, 
containing 496 acres, more or leas, to have and to hold unto the parties 
of the seoond part their Heirs and assigns forever.' 

Witness the following signatures and aeals. Luther D. Sharp. M. E. 

Sharp (Mabel) (SEALS) 

State of W. Va. Pocahontas Co,, to-wit: I, Jesse P. Hannah, a 

Notary Public in and for the Co. of Pocahontas do certify that Luther 
D. Sharp and M, E, Sharp, his wife, whose names are signed to the 
writing above, bearing date on the 12th day of December, 1934, have 
acknowledged the same before me in my said County. Given under my hand 
this the 31st day of Dec* 1934* My commission expires Mar. 10, 1939, 
(Notarial Seal) Jesse p. Hannah, N. P. 

State of .V. Va., Clerk '3 office of the County Court of Pocahontas Co, 
Jan. l\.th , I 935 . This Deed from Luther D. Sharp and wife to Ivan L. 

Sharp et al was this day presented to me in my office, and thereupon 
the same, together with the certificate of acknowledgment thereunder 
written. Is admitted to record therein. Teste: Moody Kincaid, Clerk. 

(mailed to Ivan Sharp, Slatyfork Jan 10, 1995 (1935) 

(A reference above to Deed Book 26, Page £6, 3-30-1895, Silas, Sarah, and') 

\Hugh Sharp to L. D. sKarp. \ 
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A TRIBUTE 

published in the pages of 


THE POCAHONTAS TIMES 
MARLINTON, W. VA. 
MAH 20 1963 


fork Methodist Church. He 
was a lover of sacred music 
and organized the Slatyfork 
Choir, well known in Pocahon¬ 
tas and surrounding counties 
for its fine music 
Preceding him in death were 


l~ D. Shir* 

Luther David Sharp, a lift 
long resident of Slatyfork, died 
■ ® Wednesday, March 13, 1963, 

in the Marlinton Hospital, at 
the sge of 90 years, 9 months, 
eg* and 5 days. 

Mr, Sharp, the only sod #f his first wife, Laura Jane'Mor- 

JL the late Silas and Sarah Sharp, gan Sharp; two daughters, 

was born June 8,1872, at Slaty Creola and Ada Curtain; two 

tip fork. . At the early age of 12 sisters, Ella (Mrs. Robert Gib- 

*4$ he started his mercantile busi- son) and Malinda (Mrs,■Ellis 

vV, mss, buying and selling fur, Hannah). 

g&P livestock and merchandise. He leaves his devoted wife. 
For many years his merehan- Mabel Hansford Sharp; a dau- 

dtse was hauled from MiHboro, ghter, Mrs. Violet Markland, 

Virginia, and Beverly by cov- 0 f Richmond, Virginia; four 

ered wagons. Mr. Sharp was sons, Jymi Sharp, of Nitro; 

the first Postmaster of Slaty- p ftU l Sharp, of Port Neches, 

& fork and gave it its name when Texalj'Dave Sharp, of Cincin- 

’« the office was opened, He Ga ti\ Ohio, and Si Sharp, at 

t* loved to fish and hunt, killing his home; twelve grandchildren, 

last deer at the age of 89. He twenty-one greatgrandchild- 

was jne of the first group of pen, two great-great grandcbil- 

apiary inspectors in West Vir- <j r en, and a host of friends, 

** K’ F ’ uneral 'wcvices were held 

duee the famous Pocahoulaa Saturday afternoon ; D tbe 

County white lynn honey. Slatyfork Methodist Church 
“L D, as tbe was affection- w irh the Rev. Clarence Pier- 
ately called by his close friends, son asaisted by the Rev, Ezra 
UPi.i helped organize and was a Bennett in charge. Burial 

C^etery. _ 





% MADISON COUNTY EAGLE, Mid bon, Vi., Ihuf Nov. 27,1973 



Lucy C, Bowie, Editor Telephone 948-5121 

GREEN PUBLISHERS, INC., Printers & Publishers 

fcnWrtd at tixt fo* Offte* at M.diaon. V*. h v vcond-eJM Mill MitUi.t 
2nd Clu Po«w paid at Madiaon. Vm., and at addUlooal miilin* offiea. 

PUBLISHED mEKLY : BOX J75, MA0/SCW, V/flCWW 22777 


Investigation Continues 
In Forester's Death 

Investigation is continuing 
by Augusta County Sheriff's 
Department in the death of 
forester. Evan L, Sharp. 

Sharp, 34, a sub-district 
forester over Madison* Greene, 
and Rappahannock Counties, 
died last Monday while hunting 
in George Washington National 
Forest with friend and Chief 
iFire Warden of Greene and 
Madison. Donald Lee Parrott 
nf Quinque. 

His t>ndy was not discovered 
until last Wednesday morning 
on Elliott's Knob at North, 
Mountain in Augusta County*] 
i ooin I-3C 4 mile from Ms I 
►nick Sharp had apparently , 
]>een ihot by another hunter A 
sir de shot from a high 1 
'powered rifle entered through 
the abdominal area and lodged 
in (he body. According to 
evidence found in the moun¬ 
tains, if is estimated the bullet 
which struck Sharp was fired 
from 80'85 yards away. 

An Augusta sheriff's 
department spokesman said 
Mnnday. there was no definite 
information ye! concerning the 
■accident. A check of persons 
hunting in the area, licenses 
and big game stamps is un¬ 
derway. Several hunters at 
campsites in the area have also 
been questioned during the 
investigation. Reports are 
a wa i t ed f rom FBII a borator i es 
pending identification of 
several items of physical 
evidence found in the area. 


letter to Uitor 

On behalf of the personnel of 
the Virginia Division of 
Forestry, T want to express our 
sincere appreciation to all of 
the people in the Madison and 
surrounding area for their help 
in lbe search for Forester 
Evan Sharp All of us In the 
Division of Forestry feel very 
keenly the loss in Evan's tragic 
death. It is heartwarming to 
know that the concern for Evan 
was so widespread, and that 
the response to this concern by 
his friends and neighbors in 
Madison County was both 
immediate and magnanimous. 
We especially want to 
recognize the efforts of the 
Madison Rescue Squad and the 
many other volunteers, whose 
names we do not have, from 
the Madison area. For their 
efforts and time, including the 
considerable distance to 
Augusta Springs and in en¬ 
tering the search, we offer our 
sincere thanks. 

i Sincerely* 

W F Custard, State Forester 





















AUGUSTA 
sSFRINGS — A 
l*ody identified as 
^Ivana Sharp, the 
1 Madison County 
hunter missing 
fcunce Monday, 
"was found late 
this morning on 
EUiotrs Knobb. 

j An Augusta 
County Sheriffs 





pearance, said the whote situation seemed 
incredibtfc smce her hifrhar.d was a very 
“self-sufficient*’ and experienced hunter* 
although he occasional^ was troubled by 
one of his knees injured previously while 
fighting a fire, 

Mr, Sharp was employ ,-d by the Virginia 
Division of Forestry and was a member of 
the Madison County Rescue Squad He 
formerly lived with his family in Augusta 
r — —j County and was “very* familiar' 1 with the 
AAft Sfyffffp ^hunting area, according to his widow. 

"Department spokesman would only * x ... . . 

sanEirm that it was Starp's body. He wouIckK*. *" e Mareh had not been wlthout con * 

9sot comment on the cause of death \ tusioc. One report said that a hunter from 

\ Madison County somewhat fitting Mr, 


Die search had been intensified this 
. morning as scores of volunteers, Augusta 
Military Academy cadets and area stu¬ 
dents joined in the rescue efforts being co¬ 
ordinated by the sheriff's department at 
Jtosnge's Market on Va. 42 here. 
f Mr. Sharp, 34, had gone hunting Monday 
arith his partner, Donald Lee Parrott of 
JMadison County, and failed to return to his 
jSnjefc parked on Chestnut Flat, a mountain 
between Elliott's Knob and Hite 
fRotlow, west of here. 

£ Rescue teams concentrated Tuesday on 
(Jbe east side of the mountain, where a 
gunshot was reportedly heard Monday at 

j Mrs. Sharp, who drove here Tuesday 
jfter learning of her husband's disap- 


i,No^l^a^Lfa Morgan Sharp, wife of 
L. : D/ Sharp, died at her homo at 
Slaty Fork on Monday afternoon, Oo- 
toberlr;lti32. She had been 111 for 
Etffrny YrtonUis with heart disease and 
complications. She was In her Svth 
year^lmvlng been bom March III, 
1HT4. burial hi the Sharp family 
graveyard nn Wednesday - afternoon ♦ ; 
the funeral being conducted from ihe 
^Elaty Koik Church by her pastor, R§v 
ikttaylor: * ' ^ ■ 

falnre* Of her father's family l ift ftp 
I remain, two brothers, William and 
Kii^ar. and a sister, Sarah£tf <4 ni£) 
Forty years ago aha ufecame the 
wife of L. 1). Sharp. He and their 
children, Ivan. Silas, Paul and Luth¬ 
er, Jr * Mts. William Curtin, of Bab 
Union, and Mrs. R. W + Mark laud, of 
Richmond, survive. A daughter, 
Creole, died nine years ego 
For a life time, Mrs. Sharp, had 
been a professing Christian, a mem 
bar of the Methodist Church. She 
*waa % good woman, who wall perform- 


Sharp 1 s description was seen several miles 
from the Chestnut Flat area. 

Also rescue officials were helped or 
hindered by the innundation of volunteers 
that led one spokesman to say: "There are 
too many chiefs and not enough Indians." 

Involved in the search were the 
Staunton-Augusta, Craigsville-Augusta 
Springs and Madison County rescue 
squads, the Civil Air Patrol, Slate Police, 
the Virginia Game Commission, the 
Virginia Division of Forestry, and 
auxilaries, churches and private in* 
dividuals who supplied food to the rescue 
workers. 

Two search planes of the CAP and a 
SCate Police helicopter flew over the 
mountainous terrain Tuesday and this 
morning 

Evan Sharp 

Evan Lilburn Sharp, 34. el 
Madison, Virginia, formerly of 
West Virginia, was killed Wed¬ 
nesday, November 19, 1975, in 
the National Forest in Augusta 
County, Virginia. 

He was a native of Eiriiippj; 
and was in the Virginia Fores¬ 
try Service. 

His father Ivan Sharp, died 
farlier this year. He was a 
grandson of the late L. D. Sharp 
fit Slatyfork. 

Surviving are his wife, Phyl¬ 
lis McCutcbeon Sharp; two 
■ons, Arthur Todd and Rode¬ 
rick Evan, both of Madison, 
Virginia; mother, Mrs, Ivan L. 
.Sharp, of Nitro, a brother, 
Ralph Sharp, of California; sis¬ 
ter, Mrs, Thomas Shipley, of 
Parkersburg. 

Services were held Friday 
morning in Madison United 
Methodist Church in Madison, 

,Virginia. Burial was Friday 
•at 4 p. m. in Slatyfork Ceme¬ 
tery. 


Hunter died of 
gunshot wound 

The death of a Madison County' man 
Monday in the mountains west of Augusta 
Springs was due to a gunshot wound* 
Augusta County- authorities said Wed¬ 
nesday, and the wound appeared not to be 
self inflicted. 

An autopsy completed today at the state 
medical examiner's office at Roanoke 
determined that Evans Lilbem Sharp died 
of a rifle wound m the abdomen. He had 
been dead since "sometime Monday", 
State Medical Examiner Dr. David Oxley 
laid. 

Mr. Sharp, 34, of Madison County was 
found Wednesday morning by Virginia 
Division of Forestry volunteers in a 
moderately wooded area in the Chestnut 
-Flats section of North Mountain, An ex- 
lierienced outdoorsman and forester from 
jMadison, Green and Rappahannock 
'bounties at the time of his death, Mr, Sharp 
was last seen around 1 p.m, Monday and 
;was reported missing 9:30 that night. 

Mr. Sharp, a former resident of Staunton 
aaid to be very familiar with the moun¬ 
tains, had gone hunting with a friend 
Monday and did not return to his truck. 

A search, coordinated by the Augusta 
(County Sheriff's Department and 
strengthened by volunteers* began 
^Tuesday and intensified Wednesday before 
the body was found late Wednesday 
tnoniizig. 

* The body was first taken to King’s 
Daughters'. Hospital, then to Madison 
County, Later* it was taken to Roanoke to 
the state medical examiner’s office for an 
autopsy. 

According to a sheriffs department 
^wkesman, Mr. Sharp was found lying 
lace up, his rifle near the body. He had 
l>cen shot in the stomach, the spokesman 


The case is now under investigation by 
ite department deputies. 

1 A spokesman for the department 
thanked those who participated in the two- 
day search, 

r Mr. Sharp was son of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
t* Sharp. 

Surviving besides his mother who lives 
at Nitro, W. Va.* are his widow, Mrs- 
Phyllis (McCutcheson) Sharp of Madison; 
two sons, Arthur T. and Roderick E, 
Sharp, both of Madison; one brother, 
Ralph Sharp of California, ana one sister* 
Mrs. Ihomas Shipley of Parkersburg* W, 
V*. 

Services wQJ be conducted 10 a.im 
Friday in Madison United Methodist 
Church. Burial will be 4 p.m in Powhatan 
County* W. Va. 
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At your rtquiit I mm mtvAlmg m tsrfd rsoordlrg mj fatter, Letter 0, 3terp, Slatyfbrk, V. ft, 
sb^t* 15 jssrt afn, facts bit setter ud father told hla abort his setter 1 * trotter who 
died vMli bis fatter «*• b alias avaj at a sals, Dssd appctrstelj a tmm tetri. 

Ons aids of tbs taps is about u ainmtss of ay fatter talking, I llitsted to tte largar taps 
■■chins (and rsoordsd this cassstts fro* It) Ad typed rtry doss to his oonvsrsatlon la tte 
taps to asks It sailer fir you to mater start tte poor quali^r of n rs-reoordtig, 

Ths other side is also about 5 nlrmtss of a cousin, Mrs* Allis Olbson mho heard tte sane 
story from bar eothsr vfco vms a sister to ay fethsr. 1 bad asTsr te ard cy cousin anr dlames 
Us story before , before my brothsr Si, got a rscordlag of ter reoaitly. You 1 11 bear my brotter 
eakli*her nuestfane about it in tha record 1 a*. —basioally tha Sana a a mj father anid. 


I'w heard ny father tall tha itory aaar tlaa a fro a tha tlaa 1 vaa a obi Id till hla daath. 
lrlaflyt Othay took diptherla, 11a fatter void to a fan aala 4 alias away, Othay dlad while 
hla father,David Kanaah, vaa at tha aala . Vhan hla fathar retimed at nifbt, Othay told 
vhrt ha had Vo tfchi at tha sala, aaylny^oa bought aa a poney" aooa* othar things. While hla 
^‘* tVpr ** tha aala, Othay 4 ad, came Vac* to Ufa, told hla mother about what all te aae la 
^■p eaves., .aunt Martha lusawd, CblHt aekln* a nan why ha Vak hla ait la vadn. saw hla Vrothar 
Joa who h*d dlad abortly Vafora of dlptharla, ato, Othay said ha ootid taka tha Vahy that 
hla wether (Sarah's Mother too) was babysitting for (VaVy naaed Mary, I Valiavt, who aarrlad 
loter on narrlad IrB Gibson) and out It in* tha flreplaoa a* it voald not V* terned. Ra threw 
a redbindanna handkerchief no to the sailing end sat! It would etay tte rp, vhidi it did till 
? o-olock the next day when Othay vaa hurried md it than fall aeroae a chair hack, 

'.’ban Othay'a father, David laonah, cnae buck froa tha aala, ha askad Othay If ha name to stay 

'ad ""they eaifl no, that ha Juet cm a heck to tall hov beautifhl It eat in heavan. 

Vra. Pavld Hannah bFtd aupper raady when ha gtt Vaok Troa tha aala, Thay all aat down to aat. 

v -ien t>rough Dadld aakad Othay why ha didn't eat food on hla plate. la told hla fatter ttet 

hla >vlo* had fed hla light loaf, Bilk and bonay froa tha VreadVox. (li*ht loaf vaa dellcaoy 
tfc# r—usually cornbrend) Tha faaily aald tha Vraadhox aaallad of honey for a Ion* tlaa 
srter that. Tha Voy aakad for a "uallet" (pillow) to ha pat down by the fireplace ao ha 
ooild lfs down. la lay down and aoon ha onlatly passed avay. This la ay reoollaotlon of tha 
Btory " 7 - fathar told aany tines. 

Oaa tha enoloaed typed ahaat to help you hear or underaland tte aide of tha tape ttet la p*ak 
vhlch la ay father's voiea canette-teped froa an old tape on a roll 
The IP la a rdoordln* on eaoh aide of tte tape—Just short retordln*#. 

If thart 1 . anythin* further I can help you on this, pl.aaa let aa know. 

Slncr relj, 

PS You wrote ■« Maroh 24, 1977 that you'd like to 

Dave Star haar **»• ta P« of "T father, but hunting up the tap* 

if ftn< l S«tting one fro* another bran eh of the family 

^ p seemed to take tl-ie. 7 
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St or lea of L. D. Sharp . XL tapeo m i i>* fW {_ 


Starts with “abel reading a letter frSnWul^about Vonda In operatin# 
room. He oalled back to a neighbor In 3orger who said Thayer and Barbara 
were getting along fine. Four-pint blood transfusion. Got her a ponsetta 
Anderson Hospital. He got a wire from Violet—they are going to Ivan's 
Tor Xmas* Love Paul.***..** 

^ ad: . I ae ® a coon on that limb and I told Lowell to try it. 

^5 moved a little bit. Next shot he Ai ot him out. Went down ^ 
to the back of the cellar and put my head up against the cellar, Xxdaxlka* 
after hearing dogs barging when I got to the old sohool house. I decided 
the dogs were away up the creek. We went to the top of the hill yonder— 
went down and across the creek am went up there to upper end of that 
meadow right from that big walnut tree and he treed that coon a i of a 

^f* 0111 wtle1,0 we were at. Best coon dogs I ever saw. 1 believe better 
than when I was 12years old. Well sir, he'd lay In the top of the tree 
and Lowell said he'll fall in the creek, what'll we do about it?" t 
said I don t know. I'll just shoot it lightly and maybe he'll come out. 

I shot once and missed. I backed up far enought, I thought the shot 
would sprinkle him, but he didn't move. Next shot and he fell in the 
crehk. SI said: didn't fhe dogs go in and get him when he fell 

in the creek7 Dad: I don t know why. But the creek's deep. Si 

SI: The dogs can swim can't they? Dad: the water's awful rough up there. 
Pretty neark knock the daylights out of a dog. I was on one side of 
the creek and he hung on until he was plumb dead. And then he let all 
hands anfl feet go and came straight down and he hit that water like 
a chunk of a calf. And I hollered and hissed the dogs and OerythirtEL 
and the dogs ran to che water and wouldn't go in. Uncle George (MabSl*a 
uncle) and Lowell was on one side of the creek and me on the other, but 

? 6 886 S ere lfcwa3hed out to one side or the jother—clear down 

to the bridge. It was dark. . If he were stiff he'd lodge (against a rock) 
but he was warm and should roll out on the bank. He certainly was a big 
one. I hated to loose him. Oh it was the finest night I ever saw. 

1 expect we scared out 8 or 10 from kfac mother's apple orohard. This 

one was a big one. I wanted Jr. In on It. I'd give a price of a coon 
and some extra If Jr. had been along. But It's hard work. I got tired 
iooking A ong the creek. But he hung up there (in 'tree) until he was 
as dead aa four o'clock, as the saying goes. Si: I'd like to see a 

good ooon fight in the water where a dog goes in after him. Dad: They* 11 

mv°i?fJ V flfLJ°5« the L a f y * I „u nly ,.u aw ° n6 d ° S g ° ln ahole ° r water in 
mv life after one. That was the other dog I had when I caught those 

26 one winter when I was 12 years old. I set it down in a diary. Set 

hln £ 1 that y6ar - Xt was at that hole ffhere Pennington«• 

lived (below church). Treed it over the hole and I shook him off and he 

fell in that hole of water and that yellow dog swam ln. It was daylight 
when I got there. I heard him from over here and I went clear over the 
hill and town and he was there below Will Gibson. It was davllght. He 
seemed to ait in the water. The dogs swam up to him and he sat up on 
his hips and he just pulled his feet up like this and poppted that 
yellow dog's head under the water and he got strnagled and had to 
scramble to the shore. I hisaedhim back In but the coon knew to stay in 

the water. And then I shot him y in 

Ghineese checkers: Dad: when Mabel got glaying good enought to beat me. 

Old cellar o ver the Hill : Dad: #enry has potatoes inthere. We put 15 

bu. of apples luifchere and some one stole them all—all but 4 gal. and 

2 or 3 6u, of potatoes. It was old H . T... I guess. H. .. rot a 

buggy rake ksafck xmx* tool and drawed the steeple (for look) He carried 
them out on his back. I har e a pA n at the ball of my right heel. Hurts 
right into the bone 


Jrt 
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Apparently when Dad waa a boy: Dad: 
and had It mounted* We were talking 
this little boy. It spoxe to me and __ 

ha. I don't see how they can do that* do you? —^standing over there and 


... cow had a calf with two heads 
and he said to the oalf to speak to 
I thought It was the od. f talking, ha 




talk to you over here,. 

Dad: ...Hannah boy k illed a bear . We went up to the head of Slatyfork 

creek and heard the dogs going around the top of the mt. and I decided 
no bear was coming to the head of the creek and we came out of there 
and came around to home here and they heard Mazle Hannah phoning to head 
of Elk that the bear waa coining around up there on the Gibson place, and 
we jumped in the cars with our guns and uncle George went up here to the 
Sam Gibson plaoe. There were a whole bunch of us ttere watching and 
tourists coming along and wondered if we were watching for a gangster. 

But here came Si around directly and said they already killed a bear up 
there at gi lla Hannah’ s. We all went up there and Si took sane good 
pictures. 5tka Boys that was an awful big bear. His arms were bigger 
than am man's arms. One bite and he'd kill a sheep. 

Dave: what time will you get up tomarrow? Dad: about 6 o'clock. I 

get uncle George up, so he can get out at 7. I got up at 15 to 3 
mornings to go coon hunting. One morning I went over the hill and the dog 
was dragging a big coon. That night he went over and we killed two and 
one got away. Gee, believe me, I had a load. X went down to the old 
wagon house and got a piece of wire and ran through their ham strings, 
you know and put them across my shoulder, I'd go a little piece and 
have to sit down and rest. The fun was all over when I killed those two 
coons. Aren't allowd to kill but two coons at a time. Very good thing 
the other one got away or I might have violated the law and I might have 
overdone myself carrying them in. 

Dad: G ld Jack was barking at the hog pen at Henry's. I waa going up 

to the sheep and I caL lad him away. He was back Jhere barking to beat 
the band. I went up there and he had two ooonstreed up two trees, 

Loraine was coming to help pen the sheep. After we shot one out I had 
Loraine —it was before daylight—to see wtth a flashlight and she said 
yes there's another. 

Dad: Then Keith .haw was coining up f rom the church and said a coon ran 
across the road right down there. Lowel l and I went down therd and by 
the noise of the car and lights it ran up a big oak. Lowell said he 
saw it and shot it out. That last one made 20 coons. You take 20 coons 
andthe clean out the cornfield and tear it up like a bunch of hogs. 

OWas Sharp said hogs aren't equal to beavers. He said he had 15 acres 
of corn on the river. h e 3ald a tfj&g couldn't hold a candle to a beaver. 
They cut the stalks off and carried?them ofif in to the river. He didn't , 
mind telli ng me. He said he shot six of them. Dave: Is that the 
same <H5 B BPJ giarp that killed someone? Dad: It was his boy, I found out. 
One of his boys shot a hole throught the top of Gay's hat.(gamwarden?) 

Gay would never go back in that country after that.Hepatfctf skys that's the 
best place to hunt because the gamewardens never go back in there—you 
know after he Jiofc -Shot through the top of his ha$~ l ha, ha. But that 
Ga y» 6 when they cane over to kill those bear, he came 

and asked and wanted to know who went up there bear hunting that day. 

Jakq Mace went up there because the bear killed his sheep, and he went 
uphhere and caught him without a license an his own place. Took him up 
before a justice at Huntersville and fined him $20 and cost. I would har e 
carried that up. Dave: They change the law so you can kil a bear for 
killing sheep? Dad: _Si and I changed that. We really did. We wrote to 
the Times and the Times took it to the Clarksburg papers and Cal Price 
wrote how awful the bear was. The next thing, a rule cone that Pocahontas 
county and a couple more, there would be no law on bear. Si wrote the 
best piece you ever saw. The Clarksburg paper gave Cal Price credit 
for writing that piece, you know. 
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jA S tories b y L. D. Sharp. JJ_, taped fall 1949 by Dave Sharp ( Page 2-B) 

" (Thi» should have been immediately foolowing uhe story about 

the two-headed calf—near top of page 2 —I overlooked one 
nand-witten sheet when 1 typed it*) 

■.; [? ot c 3-e a r)... Dad: . She's biggest liar I ever heard. 

Ihey put them out over there at Duncan's house. She had twin babies 
One named Lee after Lee Dlbson and the other after Fred Hefner. 

Dad: I was so tired I could hardly make it in. The roads were so bad— 
muddy and slushy and slick. I had that coat over all this winter 
olothea and I got so hot. tV© had a lot of fun though. I'd liked to 
have had Jr. along. Dave: "let's go out tonight". Dad: I got up 
lb minutes till 3 o'clock and got that big coon. I don't have vitamens 
enough, but Lowell will go with you in the morning. He's got vitality 
he'll Jump right out of bed and go. 4 o'clock in the morning 
is good. Early at night and late in mcrning. They must retire at 
12 o'clock. You can hardly catch them then. They travel lust after 
they do d th ° n asain in the mornln S again. It seems that'a the way 

&Z a L fc - eaten U P one time. I was 12 years old and went down 
i!L t 2J f5 * r " * ma «, named Oyrry had a corn field. Uncle Harmon 
Sharp went there a few nights before that and caught 7 coW^—S^~T 
went down there and there w^re no coons in it. So I went out on the 

in P °a i? 6 ^ nk 'ia n K bu J U a ^ lr8 * 1 had a d °S I had so much confidence 
J"* * 12 y ® ai> . old ?? y fc0 S° down b here and camp out . I laid down by 
Snd ab ? ut 11 o'clock whe down in a laurel patch the dog was* 
fighting something down there* And directly he was hollering like 
fie was dieing. I waited far him to come back and I apt scared I 
went down through looking for ray dog and couldn't find him I hit it 
right on down to Elk ttiver and waded across tt» creek . The water 
was low and I hit for home. He rant into a bear down In there. The 
next day about 1 or 2 o'clocke in the afterhoon he came in with his 
whole side torn out. You could see his insides. After so long a time 
he got wall. That bear might have eaten me right there and you'd never 

^ addy * h** ba » ha. (about five laflghlng with him) He almost^ * 
VlIXM&Q Inflw dog* 

(Dave: Yes, I guess if that bear had kL lied h<m 
have seen him 1 ha.) ’ 




we would never 


Page 2-B 
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*Dave: are you going coon hunting? Dad: Yes, I'm going over and start 
the dogs. I ain't able to go over the hill. Get Lowell and you all can 
go over the hill You've got a lot of vim. You'd have a good chance to 
go up to Uncle Sara X& Gibson's place. Just drive the car up there and 
get out and go under those apple trees. The creek might be up so high 
tha£ If they came off Gauley Mt. they can't get across the creek. I'll 
take Jack and Shep over in the maddow. Get your shoos on. You and Lo»eU 

go along and you two can go on over the Hill.(not clear),,, a' i 

Dad; about a girl he knew using perflume) ..etti ... a box of. 

a smell, gives you a, perfume. It smells pretty and there's catonio In 
It, And she wanted in t'o that and lie" askedTTier if that's how she smelled 
all the time., and she said "yes sir, that's my natural sm*ll". and he'd 
gever goback to her any more l ha. ha. ha. 

Another story: •,. ., .Dad:,.. . and she stepped in where some one had 
dumped, you know, over at the church and I could hardly stand It and I U 
never liked that girl after that, ha, ha. Si: maybe she didn't wipe, 
ha. Dad: I never could ^ike her aftfcr that. Everytime I'd think of 
her I'd think about that, ha. In church on the way, and walked 

to church and in the church and they s melled that, 

{other side of cassette) Dad stalking a deer in a laurel patch on "bear 
pen ridge" on Gauley mt. Dad: ...right in the laurel patch. I walked 
right on out and the air was drawing from the deer to me, I walked to 

! v e6 ' L I ’u m ! mbei ' lt as wel1 aa y est erday, I stuck my head around. 

could hare pitched ray gun ri ;ht on top of that doe's back. Wall I 
cocked the gun. I'd never shot from ray left shoulder in my life, ha. 
h J« ot ? he Prettiest sight you ever say. I was just looking at the front 
bead. I never once thought of it till it was 41 over. I drawed the bead 
Jtt right on the middle of the deer and pulled it oSf and never ^touched 
the deer. I bet I shot a foot over it. Well, it went out of there like 
lightening* I Jumped off in the lam*el patch and fired a gain at it aa 
it ran through in the brush, but didn't have a chance. Well, the next 
morning I said to Billy Marousl?)"let's learn to shoot from the left 

i°S Uld ha ^, 6 kllled that deep if t ,d learned to shoot from 
the left fo lder We went out and you've never seen the shooting we 
d * d (Practicing) 3111 got ao he was better than I was. But Uncle J Hu£zh 
shot all his life from hi3 left shoulder. (Dave does too i) fwas^hefer 
closer to a deer in my life.~THaf L 3eer was eating laurel. It had it's 
hind leg toward me. Dave: You shot at a turkey the same way 

«l»VrI a ^ a ’ f e3 tbe 3 51716 way> ha ’ ha * 1 aaw turkeys with'young turk- 
e?B in the creek meadown one time, I had a mt, rifle. Had to load 

V^lV S*' ^ k - ey w aa solng along picking grass hoppers in the grass. 

SiM—in the fall 006 ln The youn S ones were nice 

siee in the fall of the year. She had her head down, facing the other 

way and when the gun cracked she just wentoover the bank were'we treed 

that coon, t-he other night, and flew across to that walnut tree. The 

others flew away. I went over and picked that turkey up and Inhere wasn't 

ha ' a na £g^Jl° le * ha, ha. si: so^Tih^t 

it right in the mouth l Dad: yes, ha, ha. That's the way to shoot a 

turkey—you don't tear it up, ha, ha. I've done a lot of hunting in my 

lifetlme--evor since I was 12 years old. I'm 77, going on 78. I got so 
I could shoot that mt. rifle right along. YOU'd have to pour in poweUer 
and tnen put the bullet In and get the ramrod. It fit right under the 

ba f? 6l ‘ ™ a clobh wad J n Q ? d then the ^llet and push it in with your^^ 
knife—butt end and cut the cloth off right at end of the gun, and when 
you got to the bottom you begin to hit the ram rod like this and when it 

commenced to balance back you know you had it down on the poweder. 

. (some missing)....Dad: ....we'll go up to the peach orchard. Sit 

"I'll just call that —you're thru with the coons".—you're the one that 
made the bet". Dad: .Like, Jr. last night, I told him I'd bet $100 

:r ta tha ^ ^ d ° g misn ' fc on (gone ooon hunting on 

his own) —oh, yes, I didn't collect the 2 cents did IT 
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SI: I think you A 1 will have to produce alpoon hide to make sure you 

got a coon. Lowell: we'll get one tonight or tomorrow night. 

Dad: Lowell has enougn experience to know that dog wouldn't go away back 

up there unlessa coon was there. There's no way to prove it because we 

• didn't get the coon, but X know he ran the coon from that apple orchard. 
SI; (kidding) I'm satisfied in my mind thac he was just running a fox 
up there and he ran far enough he decided he wanted to rest and he 

barked to fool you, ha.( Snowshoe rabbit ) Dad: yes, wool on the 

bottom of their feet and their tracks””as big asa dog's track. The first 
v one I ever saw and I donJ,t think I saw one sL nee. Will Morgan saw this , 
thing and he shot it it and I went to Will. He missed It? He said "I 
saw the biggest panther". I asked what color it was. He said It was 
white and as big as a sheep, I asked where it w as. He said "It' right 
on up yonder—I knowit's a panther" I never heard of a white panther 
In my life. X slipped along and he yelled: "wait, wait, I see it". 

I shot and when the gun cracked down it went. I went up to get it and held 
it up and it looked every bit that tall (demonstraed it). That was his 
"panther", ha. We brought it out to home. The biggest part of them la 

their feet. White as snow, with long ears. SI: They'll get brown in a 

frying pan". Si: you know, that cold winter in 1917 you know how cold 

It got? It stayed about zero about alii through Dec. and Jan. We caught 
a weasel over fct the high rocks over an Slatyfork that was as white as 
it could be—just like they do in Canada. We've got it mounted and 
it's out here in the store upper window. Dad: I saw where on crossed 
about 15 years ago, thru yonder at the meadow, round top of the hill. 

Oh, I've seen 100'a of tracks in Gauley up there at the high top, I 
never ever ate one and never saw but that one and I killed it. Dad: ... 


. tie my shoe string. When my boys are here I want to make use of them. 


(Attempt to tape Dad and have him on the movie at same time (on front 


• porch?) L.D.: usually Friday is my lucky day but I hunted 5 days and 

didn't have any luck. I was about to kill a deer on the 5th day. I was 
crawling up to the deer and another man scared it away, so I mssed having 
good luck on Friday. So 3at. I went back to my old stand. The deer was 

coming in a different direction to one of my by-standera. He shot about 

6 shots and crippled it a little bit. It ran away.flrom him. I shot 
about 200 yards and broke it's let. Another fellow said "go down in the 
brush, there's ah big deer there on the left aide of you. That ohter 
w fellow didn't go in the brush so I took off down there as hard as I oould 
'' down in the hollow and I brought him down. He was a 6- prong buck. 

Wow if you wai t to kill deer and want a partner, you take Lowell Gibson. 
He's a real chum and a real hunter and if I take him with me he usually 
gets game. Dave: (kidding) where's Lowell? Dad: He's right here. Come 
over here Lowell. He and I are hunters together. He does whatever I 

tell him, fia, na. ha. Dad: After I killed that fine big deer I sent 

Lowell back up to my scand where I'd been standing for 5 days and a big 
deer came thru there and he shot o shots and the last shot he brought 
him down. It was an 8-prong buck. Boy's did we have luck that day t 
We had two to bring in. It was a job bringing those two in. Boy's we 




did have venisonl ha. Coon hunt:—Dad: Why, we had quite a sport 


killing coons. One night wen there was no one here my coon hunting 
partner wasn't here so I wanted to go hunting so bad and started out and 
went over the hill to che other farm and the dogs put 3 coons up a tree. 

I killed one and it jumped 25 feet down over the hill. It got away in 
spite of everything.! couldn’t get the dogs away from the tree as they 
knww other coons were in the tree. So I shot out the other two. BelieVs 
me, I had a load carrying those coons home, I wished my ahum had been 
there to help. Those dogs are just pupa, but red. ly good coon dogs. 

They won't bark when tracking. 

( .label's experience at the bear chase) Dave: did she run? Dad: The dogs 
were oomlng toward us. She ran to the car as hard as she could run, 

jumped in and suth the door. They rant two deer out and came about 20 
steps from us. 
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Dad: we used to have lots of turkeys. Back on the mountain there must & 
have been 50 head of them. I followed tracks up on the flat and I thought 
no one within a £ mile of me. I crawled up over the bank and was picking 
out the biggest one to shoot. But a man came up on the other side and 
went "bang, bang” and away went all the turkeys. I was spited kv e 
enough to choke him a little bit. ha. Another time I was up on the mt. <7 
and was calling turkeys and about 15 of them came in a now across the 
flat as hard as they could a calling and cutting. I banged in with the 
shotgun and knocked down four of them. I ran up there. One jumped 15 
feet high and I could have shot It. X was so excited with it jumping. 

Id finaLly Jumped up and out through a hole in the trees and sailed and 
fell £ mile down in Buck’s hollow. I went down there and looked the 
country over and couldn't find it. So I went back up and I had three 
nice young t urkey gobbleers, about all I could carry out of the re. 

We can't do that anyaTmore"because we don't have the turkeys. They're 
as scarce as hen's teeth. Used to hear gobblers in the spring of the 
year. You seldom hear t,hac now. Hunters and red and grey foxes about 
finished the wild turkeys, I'd like to reed. 1 back when ray young days 
for a little wnile to have the sport like we used to have among the 
wild game—turkeys, deer, etc. Pish 1, we used to have fish to galore, 
iiiy goodness, you co Id go and catch a basket full of fish in Ju3t a 
little while. 3ut we can't anymore. They stock the streams every year. 

But if you get the limit of lo or l5 you've done awful well. So, baok 
In our day we had really more enjoyable life than we do today '4 th 4 1 
our automobiles and air planes etc. '.Ye do, of course, have a f ew deer 
and most too many bear, but still that's not like plenty of turkey, 
fish and smaller game. Dad: another time hunting turkeys, I called 
up 7 big gobblers. I had agun that I hadn't used very much. I called 
them up to about 20 steps of XkK me and planned to kill half of them, 
and the old gun wouldn't go off. X tried both barrels. They had their 
necks almost crossed each other--lined up. Their old beards looked 
about 10 inches long. By then the started "cuttlng n (danger signal) 
and aaw me and flew out. when they got about a 100 yards, the gun went 
off as fair as could be. I felt like taking the gun around a tree , ha, 

I never bad a better chance In my life and to think that old gun would 
do me that way. I broke the gun down that way (demonstrated) and brought 
it back up and it didn't cock, you see. It wouldn't cock half the time. 
They flew when they heard the gun clicking. That was the gun I got from 
a candy company for ordering a large shipment of hard candy. It wasn't 
wroth a dime I That's some of your give-away stuff, ha. Well, Im to 
go over the hill. I may take some corn over and feed those turkeys. 

If the water wasn't up so, I'd go In the car. ....... (not clear).... 

Dad; . life's . where we expect to meet again. Like Martha 

Gibson, I was talking to her , I had to leave, and I said "we hope to 
meet again” She said: we will meet again. I'd talked to them at the 
market (sheep?) . I hadn’t seen them for 35 years. Talking about (age?) 

I said this worlds* good enough for me. I'd just like to live here 
always. I'd nearc a man at conference a few years ago giving a testimony 
—a preactier. One fellow said he'd like to live alway s if the Lord 
would permit it. I like life. The fellow replied^ I'm not caring much 
for living on, for according to what we believe and preach, why it's 
better for us beyond when this life's over. I said that's true too, but 
f-just like life, lie replied "I'm different. I'd like to go anytime, 

He didn't live but about two months after that. He took sick aid they 
took him to the Marllnton hospital and he passed over. His name was 
False. He said it was better on beyond. 


Dad: my mother told me that just a few days before she died—I said to 

her, "mother/ you're going to kill yourself tending to that 00I6 that 
got it's leg broke. You'll take pneumonia and die. She said: why do 
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we worry about xaxax that, Luther? It's bette r on beyond after this * 
life's over. She took pneumonia and did die. Wi nter ax Glbaon wasthere 
when he was a Christian and bhe had him to singHie’ltto^t beautiful song, 

I forget what It was now (she apparently requested It) There was never 
anyone who had a better mother than I did. There was never a more de¬ 
voted Shrlstlan, She was permitted—gave witness to. her 

brother, Otha, died and came to life and he told all about Heaven and 
who was in heaven. Told them how beautiful it was. The Savior took 
him all over heaven and let him look down into hell. He said a boy 
on Elk, a wicked boy, and the savior asked him n whid did you take my 
name in vain?” —he was in the flamesof fire, He told what boy it was, 
Otha said: "Joe's saved. He's here with me, aan't you see him? (Joe 
apparently had died shortly before Otha with diptheria). —and there's 
the Savior. Dad: Joe was a miachevious boy and never Joined the church 
and was never converted. Maybe never had the choice. He was raised 
by Christian parents (David Hannah) They were uneasy atout him because 
he was sj mischevious. He "died about a week or 10 days before that. 

That is what made the family such devored Christians, One of them. 

Uncle George, became a preacher. Otha could pe rmore miracles. He said 
"I can throw that handkerchief up against the loft (ceiling) and it'll 
stay there" ile thsew a red handkerchief up there and it , they said, 
looked like just a space of a knife blade between it and the wall, and 
stayed there through that day and night and next day when grandmother 
askded what time he was hurried—she had a small baby (Mary)(and 
couldn't go to funeral) and they said about 2 o*clook,when they put 
him in the grave, up there above Marvin, ah (uncle ) George Hannahs— 
that's the Hannah graveyard. She said she noticed the handkerchief 
laying across the back of a chair. He (otha) said: I can take that 
child and put it in the fire (fireplace) and it won't burn". They 
wouldn't let him have the baby to put in the fire. Otha said "I can 
show you where Heaven is. They (his mother etc.) went outside and he 
said "up there's heaven—right back of Sam Hannah's—the whole heaven's 
lit up. Otha said "up this way. Pap's coming. He cd. led him pap. 

He was coming home fromx a sale (Up Elk) He told grandfather (David) 
everything that he bought at the Sale. Among the tilings, you bought 
a colt for Sara and I (brother and sister) Grandfather said "yes I was 
going to give it to you and Sarah (Dad'B mother) David said "Son, you've 
come back to stay with me?" Otha said "no, it's too beautiful over In 
heaven. I've come to stay only a little while. I wish you'd make me a 
pallet befo e the fire". After about an hour or two. He laid down 
on the pallet before the fire and didn't move a hand nor foot. Just 
like going to sleep. That is what made them, well they were good 
Christians anyway. Grandfather (David) wouldn't eat anything cooked 
on Sunday. I do_'t know if it wasbefore Shat or not. It Had tobe 
cooked on Satur day, You know, when It rained manna from Heaven to 
feed the Iseralites they coild only geather it one day at a time, If 
they plckeiTtwo days at once it would ^ oil. If they geathered it on 
Sat. it would stay good on Sunday to eat, 

George commented that he heard a preacher say "a man who fed stock on 
Sunday wasn't a Christian. I disagreed with him" Dad: your're right. 
Because He spoke one place; "Who is it that won’t pull the ox out of 
the ditch?" When they went through the field plucking corn or wheat, 
you know, some of tt.e people critized them—the deciples plucking 
wheat(of grains) because they were breaking the sabbath, and he said: 

"I am the Lord of the sabbeth and whftoh of you if the ox fell in the 
ditch wouldn't pull It out on Sunday? That means that things that 
have to be done, I think , possibly, it would be more harm to let the 
stock to starve and suffer than to feed It. YOU'd be doing a righteous 
act. 

(End of 2nd half of reel-to-reel tape. Start on 2nd reelto-reel. 

—the first side. -Cassette 
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Hl2f , X'{5 n a , ffi! "}SJ»" Je r- 1 *" U- face to face T h 

*Jrl “ . 

years, and she said "Luther, look von^A ? he,£i b ®en<*>ad for several 

THoLrSoSid rsn ?„•%* 

lie, Laura and daughter Creola rhev j 1 be lieve was nw first 

seen Uoldiers decorated decorated. You've never 

a outabout —-they got Christ's picture^n^^^!? 6 ^* And 1 "fonderdd 
I wondered If that was a plctu i nS » Pocket handkerchief (•>) and 
Talk about a personalitv-ffchl U £j <* hi* on it or not, but it is 

face of. And I kind of had a f ear.-enterinG 1 !^ 1 !i!® r looked on the 

--a poor weak sinner likerae. and hn fco th ® Presence of God 

yard hill—there was no tiibe? there !T do,n to fc °P of the grave- 

with me" and he reached down and shook hands’witb** 1 S ? ld ’ 1aha » tee hands 
It was no dream it was a vision a,.^ , ds ^, fch me * (Dad weeping), 
t She said "Luther look back^onSer ‘IS a ^entiSn to 

Aunt Lear and this other woman W L A ? th ® n when 1 woke up. 

when they were here on earth, she said "futh th ® lr ordinary clothes like 
sky was decorated with stars of various lo .°* yondei * H * The 

coming closer till they came to the graved ’ 3i } V6 i and ca)lle 

that people are not permitted to inJ * The apoak 

I've already had that privilege if r - ^ a P e their creator, 
hands with Him. P ile * e if I newer see him again, and I shook 

i&id 
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Age 7? 

Tape begins at Ivan's at Nitro Xmas siii*1949—message to L.D. 5 

Evan: "Merry Christmas, iBandad" —giggles. Genevieve: .Merry Xmas Dad & 
-label, and SI and all the little ones, Rufus I Merry Xmas to you Dai 
*e w lsh we could be there with you this AM. And S i I hope you are 
feeling fine and enjoying Xmas li«e we are town here at Nitro, v/e've 
Just had a wonderi'ul time. Viole t: Wall, good morning good old Dad. 

It's £> nice to be here at Ivan’s this AM, but jt'd be ao much nicer 
if we could all be up there with you and Si. We've been looking at some 
pictures and some we had of Paul and Vonda, and we've been thinking of 
them down in .Texas, and I am sure you are too. Ve wish you you're 
having a peaceful happy Xmas up there and the new year will bring you 
peace and prosperity. We hope you'll all corne real soon down to Richmond 
and we'll all have a nice family reunion together. God Bless each 
one cf you is uy prayer. Ivan : Merry Xmas Pad, Mable and Si and those 
about you. Genevieve and I w> uld like to be tip there with you. It 
happens to be Sunday and Xmas up there with you.......(V).... 

We played it to Dad Xmas night: He laughed happily about it. Dave asked 
about hunting: Dad: I started in on Monday morning at 4 o'clock and 

hunted all week. Daw several does and on Friday my luc{$y day, I saw 
a deer at a distance and I had to back out from where I was and go ****S§f 
about a a mile around to get up on the deer and got down and crawled 
and had ( everything going my way, and I had abouc 30 yards yet to crawl 
and don t you know that big deer that was feeding was in a fair opening 
and Henry shaver* was watcuing f rom a distance when we first saw it. And 
a scroundrel, I don't reel ly know what you'd call him, ha, came up on 
the other side and when I got up to lay my gun on the rail fence to 
shoolt the big buck it was gone. That'show he scared it andran it away, 

I lo t out and lost faith. Tfcen on Gat. I went out and Henry Gibson //> 
asked if Lowell could -o along. I said "ye3, I need a partner, and so 'X) 
Ivan, Ralph, Evan was back on the mountain and Ithink they ran the deer 
to me. I shot and broke It's leg and followed it'a track about 300 yards 
and that time ha laid therel a 6*»pr»on^ buc k and he was a dandy. Well* 
just after killing it I looked add saw 4 deer going across the ridge. 

One was large. I told Lowell to go back up to where I wason a stand 
and I'd follow the deer around and go across at the head of the other 
hollow, as I wasn't alio-ed to kill aay more. When I got over there they 
had gone through. Just now I heard Lowell commence bang 1 bangl bandl 
lie shot about 6 shots and the last shot hit him in the badt bone and 
dropped him down. When I went up ther he kad an 8 point buok, a dandyl 
If you don't call that luck I don't know what you'd ckll it I .e'd 
hunted all week and then on Sat we had our first luck after seeing so 
many iaB«a does. ha. Uncle George here (Mabel's uncle?) 1st day of the 
season he wasafrald of getting shot. Wouldn't go in the woods so he 
sat up on the mountain^ and some one ran a big buck by him and he dropped 
It. He came to the hoise and said "Henry, come up here quick. I got 
him--I got him t" I hollered far Ivan and Ivan came by him and helped 
carry it in. It was the best luck we've had far years. I gave Ivan the 
head and hide and horns, and he is having it mounted. And Uncle George 
is giving him his (Dave: these must be the two deer heads of Ivan's 
mounted on one board—?) I didn't know Ivan would mount them so I messed 
up the neck of Uncle George's. 

.Si telling about someone backing into Frank's car etc. and about 

r-umire in 2nd world war. 

Dave; I hear you killed s .me coons--? Dad: Well d. r, I caaght our 
limit. We have the best coon dogs—most any night you can get a 3 coon. 

We go over to the apple orchard acrossthe creek We don't go so far from 
the house and over on the other farm (old home pttce). Dave: can't we go 
tonight? Dad; This is ~unday night I--my boy. Don't you regard tte 
Sabbath and keep it holy? ha. ha. SI: (kidding) Dad's dogs hunt on Sunday, 

He made us go to church on Sunday but he doesn't make the dogs gol 


i. X 
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jj\9 Dad: X went over the hill one night by myself and the dogs treed a coon 
y up a wild cherry tree beyond that barn (the big red barn?) I went up 

there and there were 3 coon*. r shot one and one Jumped out 2$ feet from 
the tree-near the wagon house. The dogs knew the coons were in the tree. 

I tried to get them to chase the coon but they’d run baak to that tree. 

^ and It got away. But I shot the two out and you should have seen the dogs 
9 fight them. I had the Mi awfullest load. I hunted up a wire and tied them 
together. I was worn out when I got home, 

SI: talking about army tank binoculars etc. 

Dad—telling a story of the Civil war that was on the Edison Phonograph 
(Dave hasthe phonograph and she record) —about the colored man " darky " 
in the army. They asked the darky that was enlisting in the armh bora 
many battle_s he'd been in previously. Darkey: Well, ive been in thousands 
of battles. i'nlister: there wasn't thousands of battles. Darkey), well, 

Ive been in loo(s of battles.Well I know I»ve been in t wo b attles . 

Recruiter: what were they? Darky: the battle with my wife and the 
battle of Bull's run. Recruiter: I bet at the battle of Bull's Run you 
did some running? Darkey: "Yesss Sirrrreee 1 When the ordered retreat 
I sure ran 1 Recruiter; what about the battle with your wife^ Darkey: 

Oh, I surrendered l ha, h^. He then said to the captain: I want you 

to do me one favor. I don t watit you to put me in the cavalry-so, when 

the captain say's " retreat ~ 1 11 , I don't want a horse to hole me back in 

retreat." ...... seme not clear. "/SwkL 

SIjJ> .. . Gum Mathias .then Si telling about a teacher going up on Elk 

... and Bandy (or Andy) wouldn't study. Parents told teacher to make him 

study anyhow. He said "I . him once but id doesn't do a bit o good". 

So the next morning he (teacher) said we'll d. 1 study now. Andy, get put 

your book and study. He said Andy wouldn't open his book. So he went 
back and caught him by the top oe his shirt and he said he just shook 
him almost out of his clothes, tore all the buttons off his shiirt. 
he set him back in his seat and Andy opened up his book and he studied 
from then on. The teacher stopped by the home and they asked him if Andy 
studied? He said: dldn t Andy tell you7 They said "no, he never tells 
us anything. The teacher said he studied fine. I just shook him till 
all the buttons fell of his shirt. The* old lady said: "that's alright, 

1811 sewe them back on", ha, ha. 

Dave; Dad, did you know Gum ffathias the teacher? 

Dad: I reckon I did niiow’ "wasn't you and some other boy going 

to whl* him one time"? Dad: Davis Hannah, Joe Sharp and I-we saw 

him about beat fche daylights out - of other"kids“ HeTiad a stick about 20 
lncnes long—he'd cut on it a3 a regulator (a ruler?) and he used it to 
prop up the window. He'd just jerk that out of the window and grab a 

youngen' and blister him right t -almost wear him out. So we three 

made it up that if he jumped one of us we'd “join to gather and wej d lick 
the old man. We wera in our teens (Is?) ha, ha. mx One day... .he“lLnrays 
would court some girl (student) —pick out s ome girl to court. Hum 
Mathias had 3 fingers on one hand and two on the other. '(Dave: Raymond Mace 
wrote me the same thing l) Dad: He had high shoulders, a head as big as 
William Jennings Brjant. Smart enough and all like that. One day we 
were out there playing draw ball., and they threw, you know, the baL 1 to 
the other side and whoever was hit it put you out .. and so I doved for 
it and someone missed it. He yelled: "you jumped behind that girl to keep 
from getting hit"I He talked so independenat and mean, f looked for the 

other boys but neither was there that day, I said "Gum Mathias, I didn't 

do It i I wasbeginning to think about the girls too, ha. He said: 

don t you tell me you didn't Jumpe behind that girl to keep from getting 

hit, 1 I said no sir I did not. Dave: did he do anything to you? Dadi 

□o, he stopped there. 
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Dad telling aoout being nearly th. ot on a haystack: MJf+n /tfe 

Dad; I went up In the meadow to feed the calves. Took Albert Hannah 

along. He was a boy that came from school, (both 12 or 13 ??1 j took 

my gun i ong with me ihere v/ere snow birds au In the * while I wan 

t'™" 1 "® th ° h l 3 I™ , the Staok 1 kill one “tt», u! j'u 

f! ™i to couch tho trigger on that gun. So a wicgled^round 

° 8t 3 siijht 0(1 a °ird. —we didn't have English sparrows then— 

Ld*T?ii 3 h 6n ° ne J ilI ^ ab 1 C *f fc 6 ° years aKO * 1 aaid: peach ^at gin 

and 1*11 show you how to kill one. He was reaching the pun un to me 

I had a hold of the stack pole and reaching down to him lie hadn't let 
,! h T er down and he touched that trigger and the bullet went along the 
1 ® of my temple aid I Just fell. I was numb. WJen I got over that 
numbness I felt ray head to see if blood. I remember it m wella 
yesterday. I said Albert, you've shot me" ] He said: "don^t you tell 

sai P d'he fl didn^ P t0 1 ‘ alC6d if he any bjfiod^d he" 

Story of Dad stomping a s kun k to death I 

aad *, ^ was coming up from the^ortejT Morre house (mouth of Slatyfork creeE 
--UP that steep path—side of the hill near Sla yf ork cree TtJ bl ’ 

nV? C VT n Sharp' s one night. I hoard something coming above 
.he path in the leaves. Skunks were worth about £2. Money was Scarce 
was a skunk. I jumped on the skunk aimat above a cliff of rocks and* 

°l*PP® d »> .where the bank is awful steep. I landed at the bottom 

:i i Ka*» ffAp" ?i5.vsrjS5r 

a little bit. i b0 t oif as soon as he started kicking and s oratchlne 

0h # land of raarcuy, it threw that scent all over me and t rrat 

25Sir ^Ano^fatir^ akunk a top? ! ^M^u^ 

K« d |’ iathap a ^d I» — we tracked some skunks in down the creek bank 

h!??*"? 4 ?? a r f ol£ ' We « ot a ‘“‘took and wnt to «S2ngf 

op 1 we Sldn” that°t?L t fu Sm “ !e u ° ut ’ *°u can't imoka .ham out 

a la n z unit time* *ve blew the amok© back under that rock ^ 

^ad^ Kfck*l^^ t :ap±;t ; ia 5 JK SElS 1 .n.aJ 1J uaz jumped ln“nd thought 

* °? uld back behind that flat Pook. wi dig down. Ky fatte. ... 

digging and told me to watch below. He said* It™ tUvJL atfter wu 

The mattock broke in to it here. Now you watch there with that stick * 

I was watching. The smpjce^had strained my eyes. He puched down in there 
jS«i n I t ?! d «. of S : mnk throwic ^ It out his way he filled my eyes fuU 

ru 1 hs U hf l <, t h a L ai | l0lC ?v 1 lia ’ ha * ? reftb landa '* Th « peas on the gog wallows and 
rubs his head in the grass, it's not che smell. it*a butns lust like fire. 

I strained my eyes to seea dn it was about 10 feet to the creek. I made 
f bOUb /^ e lnto the ope * l£ and 3tu 0^ my head right down in the water 

killed the sku^k.^ e?e3 ’ 6d and rUbbed U 0Ut * Jr 

Story of Uncle Hugh chased by a bear J 

Dad: That's wnen Uncle uarmon Sh1rp~ said he heard an old deer and she had 

uu 03 lndlerQ < U P on ehe mooncainyTln a brush thicket) Uncle Hugh, lust 

abboy went yp there on ou .day morning. He had a dream that night that 

he had a fight with a bear and he had a cane with a kno# on it. He'd 

get deer^and raise them. u e wanted to get one of those fawns. With a 

young fawn you squall and holler and they'll stay down, when they are a 

few days old. You can run up and catch them. He wait up there and there 
was an old she bear and fc cubs in there J He'd cut this cane off as he 
went up the hill just like he(d dreoi ed of. I t had a knot on it. Just 

like In the dream * J 
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He then heard tne noise In the thick brush, so he made a Jump In there 
a hollering to catch the fawn. Instead of a deer It was an old she 
boar 1 He kept saying "alch, akh, akhi' and backing up and putting up a 

brave face to the bear till he got outside, and he said he ran down over 

the hill. He was Just a boy. He saw a big_hollow log and he said "I 

• Just piled into that old log and went in'as ra“ ad T Could go if that 

bear had followed me that was just where ka she would have wanted me" ha,ha. 
He made the bear think he was brave until he got out of there, 

.....Situ Dad: Ev rybody has an influence on 3orae one. I was watching 
a baby in it’s mother's arma. The little fellow yawned. I stopped in 
the middle of my talking and ywwned. So I said: "Everyone has an Influence 
. You may not think so, but you* do." I slid pardon me, but I watchedk 
that It tie baby and it had e nought influence over me to cause me to yawn. 
They all laughed." 

More deer huhting—not clear: on the mountain-Henry Loraine, Lowell. 

--telling strategy etc. 

Dad orlvlng bis first car home : Dad: 

It was in 1915 that I bought rny flrqt car . (Ivan thought it was 1914) 
you can count it up--l5 from 49 ia 35 years. I went over to Marlinton 
f41r grounds (to learn) and drove it around two or three times. 

Then they took me out (out of the fair ground) and started home, and 
Mr* Burr who was with me--and another fellow was following us in another 
car---we didn't have good roads then They were muddy 
(They turned Dad loose there at Canpbelltown and Dad started home on 
the old dirt road) (Tape is blurred but here is some of it): ... I drove 

dwwn to Charles McGuires place .(someone) in a wagon, and the 

horses started hollering (with fright) I stopped, and they held the 
horses. I was afraid the horses would jump out in the road , you know. 

I cam on down to Page Hannahs, .ha, ha. (Dave: I remember h'_m 

telling that he had to back up on a curve there with great difficulty.) 
-—and he came on home. 















y 


Storisa of L. 0. Sharp 12-31-1949 taped by Dave Sharp Page 
(from Heel and Cassettes #8 ) “ 

(LB, Ivan, Genevieve, Dave, Evan } Sat, Deo 31, 19I19 
Starts Dad and Iv :n singing. Then eating an the table. Singing 

• Then Ivan saying the blessing at the table, 
(blurred) Ivan: ^ur dear heavenly Father we thank thee for thy goodness 
and kindness, and watching over us ffmnraking careous and permitted us 
to assemble around this family table again. Bless this food to the good 
of our bodies and bless our fellowship together and at last save us 
in they kingdom, we ask it in Jesus* name. Amen.'* Ivan: Everybody 

y °^ aelvea * Viotet: thank you. Sylvia—wanted some of the hot bread. 
Dad: help yourselfTTTTT. (a lot of it unclear). * 

Dave: are you going coon hunting tonight too. Dad? Dad: you've never 
heard of LD to fail t —only that time I wasn't there, hi. I g0 OV er 
here (meadow aorosa the creek)(corn) when nobody else goes. I hnve to 
go by myself. Ivan: have you got any sideboards for my plate? Dave* 

Evan, are you going coon hunting tonight, too? Evan: yesl Dave: aren't 
you afraid of coons? Dad: well we have a slim cha ance. Dave: Ivan 

a i d £°*u h ! ar about ° ne coon faLlln S in the river? Ivan: yes, I heard 
about that. Dad: 1 hated that, I believe that was the biggest coon 
this year. He fell out of the tree asdead as a door's nail. Eunice asked 
me how that term got s tart ad— she' d heard it 4 1 her life. ....... 

tad * Jf* w ° n,t drink any mild from his Dad's cows, he's afrait’it Isn't 
good like Cinti. mild. I believe he's afraid of the minting (Henry 
ohaver’3 milking—un pastenrized) B Dave: Ivan 1 a a traitor to hia 
country—he's drinking tea, Ivan: my wife, "Eve* persuaded me. Dad* 
is there any ice for my mild? Dave: If it hadn't been for the Boston 
tua party, maybe we'd be drinking tea. Dad: How was that? Dave* 

R^?'lh ir ?a/^L that i n hisbroy? Dadl 1 didn't. Dave; The 

British taxed the tea to payfor their soldiers over here and we didn't 

want that, » our men dressed up like Indians and threw all the tea off 
into the sea. Dad: They did? Dave: then the revolutionary 

let Jf xati °n without representation. Dad. Then the didn't 

let us send representives from this country? n 

Dad; Do we have any majsle syrup? Genevieve: here's some apple butter. 

, Va " L an ^ , Jr ’ do y° u wanfc 30me of this maple syrup? Dad: J r. eo 

t? 6 ?l°° ^ U36 5 th ? re ’ a a *“>1® case of honey brought back 
from the time the other day (trip peddling In Randolph?) and get you 
some of that honey. It's already in cartons, Ivan: If you're going 

oh° t Vh!^ ti rt S ' bette J* 6at a lot.a* The dogs are barking to go now. Dad: 
oh, those dogs can bark l (Eunice came In kitchen) Genevieve: Hi, Eunice. 
Come In..(Everyone said"happy new year" Dad: come eat with us. 

(she finally sat to eat) . (food mentioned at the table: strawberry 

jam chicken, ham, gg£|gge salad, apple butter, beans, pudding, cheese 
hot beead, cranberry, etc. 

Mable: I'd like to take Dave & Sylvia to church tomarrow, Dave: are you 

S p, onte3b? ‘ ,,able yes.(calendar shows it to be Sat, 31st 'li9) 

(hiIIjam Morgan) Dave: is Edgar still living? Dad: no, Edgar has been 
r years. Will's still living. Ivan met him at the Ramsey reunion. 

I didn t get to go . He looked old. You've seen Uncle Will , 

haven t you? Dave: yes. ... Genevieve: A van wanted to get Dad some 
tires, so I thought they ought to have something for the house, so I got 

some fostoria. .. Ivan: Plymouth is going to put out a cheap 

car, something like the Srosley. Dad: what do you ceil cheap? Ivan-, 
oh, about a thousand dollars. Genevieve: Kaeser-Fra 7 Ior is making a 
.hc-aper oar too ....... (table talk) Dad! I „aa fi.hlng up at Bula m 

R u “*}-' £yle i > : ‘" na ^' 5 J and 1 had *.and the old bull oama iFme 

the eye."! Hoid Ma^hat'Twrhta.'!?^:!”^ a,1<i Mt hl ” rigbt b6t,8en 
(Evan have cut his own hair) liable: we almost had to get tin him 

mmx a whig. Dad: turn your head around and show what the"barber"did 

Evan: SI trimmed it off. Mable: I remember Ralph out his one time. 


























Stories of L. D. Sharp 12-31-1949 taped by Dave Sharp Pace 2 
{from Heel and cassettes #8 ) b 


Eunice: Lowell out his one time. 


Dad;j Thayer did ths/biggest .1 

Con hls*/'*'^ 

° nS tia ?' a IJttle fellow, sat down to get his ha*r cut on 
tne olj^ouse porch. I had the c lippers . Then I had to go from the old 
house down to the a tore A fellow hollered ''Hello'* at the store. I said 

Ivan *^ ile 1 SO wait on him. When I came back he'd started (fab 
^ h ® re . a , a ^ j 6 cut up to fchere * So i had to cut his hair all off £«& 

short to straightedn it. Dave: Remember the time HEat Si and Paul cut 
Donald-a hair off short? There was a circus over at the old place (Jn 
upper creek meadow) They just shaved to top of his head to look lust 

„ H ? WaS Just a little bo ^ about like Evan, and 
they left just a little hair around above hi 3 ears. Dad always said we 

had to go to church, but he wouldn't let Donald go for a month. Dad: 

He d attract too much attention with everyone laughing, you know. I 
scolded the boys about it. ha, ha. Mabel; Dave, you cut Freda Phares' 
brother s hair off one time. Eunice: wasn't his name Jim? Dave: This 
Rhea up here that carries the mail. His boy came down and had me to 
cut his hair. I Just cut a road through the top. 

Dad: the onLy time I ever had to whip Jr. in church —you were a little 
fellow and ginned a cloth e on a fellow's coat tall , ha. ha. And I gave 
him ana awfur^od^RTppIng over that, haThsT. H"e was an awful ralschiv- 

ious lit Die fellow. he was about the age of Evan. 

{coon hunting talx): Dave: You're not going to take a gun are you, T van? 

-van: if dad will want me to. Dave: Give him a shotgun! Evan* (knowing 

kidding aald) "hu hu - 1 -ad: you don't have a light gSS llE . 

. Dave: Dad you might as well'ride over there with ufc.. 

Dad: We may go to Ointi and stay a few days, ha, ha. Ivan: I was think¬ 
ing why didn't you and Mabel come down to our place for Xmas and then 

come up with Dave and Sylvia. Dad: We just couldn't get away, if 

we had 100 invitations.we know we have an invitation i 1 the time 

so we don't need an Invitation. Ivan: If you'll come down I'll bring 
you back any Friday a* night. Dad: This was awfuldangerous wasn't 
it,—Dave coming in? (snow on roads). Two years ago it snowed 15 feet 
deep op on Middle Mt. meadow. Ivan: these tires will help you an awful 
lot. Dad: 1 bought two tires—knobby treads. Ivan; yes, they 
should be on rear together. 

End of the big reel #8 — 

If the cassette is turned over it will be garbled until last 1/3 

and It may repeat wnat is on the first side? 

Some of it may be ka clearer than other side. 

There is some talk about the first cars (after the war?) If so, this 
tape may have been before 1949—maybe 1947 ?? (At one place Dave said: 

it was about Auguest when we got it. They started making them about 
Feb. or March....) So..:???? 


The box the #8 reel was in is dated "Dec 31" Then Mabel said she wanted 
Dave Sc Sylvia to go to church tomarrow (Sunday) indioatir^ it was Sat 
that the tape was made. The onlly Saturday Dec. 3lst la in 1949* 

VO • * • « 



















Stories by L.D.SHAhp , 1 949-1950 

Dad, Ivan, 0**a Gibson, Ralph? Lowell? si Reel #6 

(1st half of LD and 2nd half of reel 6 is of Frlels) 


taped by Dave Page 1 

(A) 


Dad: a iellow told me, he came here wanting to buy sheepjg and said 

someone told him Marvi n Hapnah wanted to sell all the sheep he had this 
year, because they had abortions and wer all losing their lambs. Soma 

ewes lose their lambs before their time.cause cows too. ...should 

take that ewe from the other sheep. It's a disease. Ivan: (or o4fis)?: 

\feo has lost 4 calves this year. Dad: He only got 5 calves. He had* 
nine and lost 4 of them Otis: The Mace woman down ther, she lost twin 
calves. Dad: I feel sorry for her. Who* s cow had fwin calves? StCEOJt ,, 

Otis: one of hers. Dad: Nelia_jjace_'s ? Lately? ^Shi : was telling me 

here last week "I was down at _ HarryTT and .and she lost 5 cows. 

Dad: ell, she lost three when . well there must be something 

wrong ; Si; what was wrong with Veo's calves : Ivan; Veo'a not"lost 

any before. Si. Dad: I think he lost two last year. Ivan, well last 
year he lost one, but well he just had a bad time of it. We lost two 
last ytar b ecause of carlessness, and this* year I set my head to there 
wouldn't be any carlessness. If we had losses it wouldn't be our fault, 
and we never lo3t a one out of 11. * 

pad: He said she wouldn't Jump.three rails .... bought her and took her 
home and put her in a a 3-rall fence and she cleared it t and went baok 
on old H. Schearor and told him you said she wouldn't jump a three rail 
fenoe. He said: "she won't, she won't —she'll just step over it i ha. 

He wasa pretty slick flrader. He sold a horstTto a TeTIow/ He” was asked 
how he pulled. Schearer: Ch, that horse with a wagon, vfcen you come to 
a hill he's right there . The man bought it. When 6e gof" to a hill 
he was there* I lie knak booked and pouldn't pull a lick , ha. 

Dad: With a buggy rake she backed all over the field, if wo had the 
rakes pointihgthe other wah I ha. That old big grey mare, weighing 
about 1500 lbs. Do you remember her, 31: Si? No. Dad: I don^t know 
who we got her from. She wasa bay mare. She wouldn't run off or kick 
but when you put her in a buggy rake she'd commence backing, backing.* 

You couldn't sake her go foreward. I didn't keep her long. I traded 
tier off* na* 

;. in a wagon, And when she started in a wagon she'd pull It all. 

but when she got to a steep place or a heavy load she'd just quit. She'd 
been spoiled. Dave: Your Dad cut a horse 'b foot put of the log barn. 

Dad; That was 3lack Sam's (negor's) horse, I can show”you over in - that 
old barn now where ha choppe d that hors's foot out . I'd like to show to 
show it to you sometime. (Dave: Dad showd we boys the notch chopped 
out of the log in the log barn near the’(old store building,besi&>the road). 
Talk about an axman— th^re never was ak better one in this country l 
He chopped left or right handed. That horse got down in there and rolling 
and ran his foot thru the barn in between the logs. Black Sam came to 
stay all night, him and Marge . He was a colored man . Ancf sir,“when that,, 
horse put it's foot between the longs there was no way in the world to 
get him out. Vie couldn’t lift that big ole horse up and he (Silas) 

an ax and. Black ham said ,r oh, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Sharp, b e careful, 

;5r. Sharp" Dad; He just . chopped one* side and turned to the left 
side and chopped. You could hardly see an ax mark on either side. 

He chopped that horse's foot out of there. The horse walked awy asif 
nothing had ever happedned to him. That ole darkle, I can hoar him vet 
saying "Oh, Mr. ^harp, be careful". Si: "Wbhre did the live? Dad: They 
lived down here at the Pogue place {bilow Slatyfork), 

D;d: Anot he r bl ack man:One day I was hungry and they had the sheep 
penned. Isn't if wonderful How children can remember? They had the sheep 
penned over across the creek at the head of that meadow and there was 
a rail fence clear around that meadow and they built a pen there and was 
shearing sheep, I wanted something to eat so tty mother sent over here 
co her house (? old log house—bee house now?) for a piece of brer d. 

Add Black Ma rge, she brought the mail (??) over, you know, the sandwich 

TViT* mft to AttTTT ' ii ml T tnl H rnnHiin* ** T aAnff- anf ki +■ _ 


































Stories by L.D.Sharp 1949-1950 taped by DaV8 Pag6 2 

Heel f$6 a\* 

look* at her hands, how black they are" My mother tried to f lx It up r' 
you nnow so it wouldn't make her feel bad, ha, ha. .‘tether said "oh, her 
hands are clean, they are Just that color", ha, ha. And I didn't 
oat It,I ha, 

Dave: who was the black man you scared? Dad: he was the one that 
helped build that concrete ‘bridge over the hill. I said "how do you do 
..Irs. Hannah" and he thought Mrs. Hannah was right there and scared him 
almost out of his boots, ha, ha. Dave: what was he doing? Dad: "What 
was he doing?" I knew you'd come to that, ha, ha. Dave: did his cants 

get wet? Dad: there was no one (Mrs. Hannah) near him, ha. (The black 

man was taking a leak) lie** was a stranger to me. I'd never meet him 

before. That's why he thought there really was a woman right there X ha. 

He nearly jumped out of hia hide. He said "Oh, mlsba Sharp you soared 
me, you scared me ( ha, ha. Dave: Didn't you get soared one time when 
J oe Gibson's wife came down the path in the woods from their house on 
the mountain and you didn't know it? Dad: No, that wasn't me It was 
some other fellows. Well, she ran on to a co .,ple"other fellows" that 
was working along there, ha, ha. and scared them, I can't tell you 
exactly how that was. If you'll turn off themachine I'll tell you how 
it was, ha. (("someone" had a call of nature on buzzard mt, path and at 
the same time Mrs. Gibson cams down the path and ne - had” to pull his pants 
up. Then walked and past ht.r saying "Hello, Mr. Gibson" -y-neither” 
saying anjrthing else—ha.) 

Dave: One time you went to a church (Elk or i^dray?) arri wont to the wrong 

o ut-house and 2 girls were in it. Dad: if you want to hear It on your 

machine. I'll tell you howit was, ha, ha I went to the toilet and 

looked In there and there were two ladles in there and It soared me nearly 
out of my booots, and I backed out backwards and through the excitement 
I ohrew the button (lock) on the door outside and they couldn't get out. 

I went on over to the other toilet In the corner of the yard and came 
back and they were hollering and scrambling to get out. I got another 
fellow to go md let them out , ha, ha. ..Then I told one of the gfcrl's 
brothers that I was awful" sorry, ha, ha. *l'hay ccouldn't sing. They 
belonged to the choir. »they were shut upI 

.oh, a lot of funny thingshave happened. 

Gibson: Uncle Luther, being up there lo Ella'a and you wore a 

plug hat that time. Remember about it? The dog got the hat and he had 

the^rim around his neck £ ha. Dad: ha, ha, . .dog , tried to catch that 

rim you know. I went to see Lena Kentilson , a school teacher, and that 
dog, —Bob, you know, he nearly” died laughing—he ate the top ou t and 
slipped the rim over hia head and he was trying to oatch that rlml ha, ha 
Dave: was it your dress hat? Dad: Oh, yeal I didn't have x? any 
other l And then t wont down to Bill Varnacs. Bofe had loaned me one 
of his hats and I went dovn to Bill Varners. And when I went to leave 
there I started looking for my plug hat, a "bee gum" hat—that was the 
style then. They were as hard as a bone, but were nioe. And so when 
I started looking for my hat when I left and couldn't find my hat. I 
said:"I don't know where I laid ray hat" Someone said: "I thought you 
wore this one". I just happened to come to ray sensee and thought of Bob 
giving me that hat. I hadn't looked at enough to knowit, I said, ha, " 
"oh, yes, sometimes I wear one one time and another kkayakhanx time the 
other hat. ha, ha. 

DadJi Well, I got me another one (hat) and I was going over to Ellis 
Hannah's (Melinda's husband) and had s ^rey mare that was just as frisky 
as she could be and as pretty as a speckled pup. The wind started to 
blow and my hat jumped off and hit her on the hips and she kleked it In 
the air and she" kicked the whole top out of It, ha, ha, ha. fHalph and 
Lowell Aau&hing, too) Next time I bought a hat that a dog couldn't chew 
the top out of nor a horse kicks the top out of. ha, ha. Boys, I had u 
some bad luck S 

Dad; I went to xkx see the same girl, senool teacher and t Tort. — 
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Dad: I want to see the same girl, school teacher and I Reel 

lefc there—didn't have an overcoat. ...left there after night and I 
nad a pipe. I smoked a pipe. I didn't have any gloves. I don't 

tnink it wa cold wnen I went up there. And I put my hand on the olpe 
smoking it to warm my hands, and by the way it burned all out. So I 
got out the bag and filled the p ipe wi th fcobaoco. Then I'd blow in and 
out to gatat set it on fire from the bot'Eonfahd'ln the meantime I sucked 
(nicotine) amber down my throat. I never got sicker in my life. When 
I oame to the spring there at Frank danna hs. I thoufcfet I'd die nearly. 

1 rolled off tha hors a to gat aome water# 

I aimed to roll of right at the spring as I didn't think I could walk 

tto°ho a S2*f?h b f k ? n the ho1 * 30 n* Instead of roin^to 

house.) I rode out to the old barn. I remember as 
well as yesterday, I rode in under the shed and rolled off off on d 
started vomiting if i hadn't vomiUd that ni“tine. llllfLV 
killed me 1 I believn it would. I never was sicker in my life 

g™ **“ striotninfit Swl^'FWe killed hlTqScker 3 * It f killed 

b«n d :;^ dl ^Lr Ued u oramp coii °- but 




T is: "C; r °V°T; 

S.-?: sssss^ssss 

or*.up.rfluou.) l ’ 1 a e tbat 1 ?t 

£ in *° °^x£iuir’- 
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Stories by L. D. G harjj, 6-llj.-50 Heel #12 taped by Dave Pape 1 
i>ad. Si, Ivan, Dave. — J - 

tori63: agings honey, Hugh snake-bees, Davis Mace, Sally MoLauglin-* mare} 

Dad: either spoil the rod or spoil che child. Genevieve: you can’t use 

• "?*« ;hs “- 5 ad: to use judgment:.Ho. MnyUcks did 

n°H. S a ve R ° n, **** i3ad: .Friday Night. Ivan: ....at conference. 

Dad. Good land of Mercy 1 No use to send my pants to the cleaner. Dave* 
maybe you should try to eat slower. Dad: 1 don t know what. Well? I * 

I ^ * ? U w r 5 r ,* J- et hun ® t *y aid my mouth »an't”open enough.... 

® ad: . . t ^® fc . bu11 didn't look very good.... I didn't buy him for looks I 
f service. a.'. ..11 marked. Ivan: Ha has all the quail- 
ficatlona of a registered and maybe he'll give better service, 

Dave: Tell us about Sallie McLauglln . (she having the mare serviced on 
the road to Karlinton when - she met the man with the stud). " Dad* No It 

vo uldn't do, ha.say somethlag else and the oonv.r.ihonwillba 

yea, yea and nea and ne." you have to be careful what you say. 

you asked about Dally MoLauglln. She had Ai Bench (?) aionm with 
with her (dn a trip)anc He couldn't read nor wrl^te At a r»aatmmon +• u 
didn't know what to order. H. couldn't rUS tS h”! ?V,.. 

n h ^. e mH ?! Uy t,ak6S ' S ° the * afta r w ard? _ hiid*th^rf5r a by-word? 11 * 

Dave. Didn t you go with her? Dad: Qr no. That was Sally Gibbon 
wu. too old for me. Ujjte: Dad wouldn't tell on tape atfufsellF Her 

to klk W H»r e d.d he ”*!“'? a8 f 7l0 , ed b ? a stud ‘hat done man waa bringing over 
to 'J-k. Her dad sent her to Marlinton on the mare sn d told her for them 

to service the mare when they met on the top of Elk mountain She held 
he mare while the man had the stud service the mare. Than rot _ n f y 
her mare ana went on to towp.) Dave: tell me about the tlSe ?hey oJt a P* 
snake at Uncle Hugh *a bee s. Dad: No, that's too funny. Well Tavln? ^ 
Ramsey had a patented snake and he put It at the bee Smi a n7™,rfr >/ 
head at the hole of the hive, and Uncle Hughe thought 8 it was catchlna ^ 

bee. as b. came around looking at hla beaaT He .aw that ^ake tSew and 
he got a stick and slipped up, you know, and slammed down on the snake 

£lf*l TZjnLT. ^^’thl^hrnro^n"^, 1 ^ ^Dave-^how 

° ha - 

d 1 dn*t^ic 3ay a P° ut your hoel? iDad: he looked at It but he 
didn't know any more about it than I dkd. Hft. 

(Dad heard his voice on the recorder for first time) Dad: forelve me if 
my voice sounds like that i Now you talk and let us hea^ you? voice 

mTtou^ t ^ trap f rt (3trictltBe ) ln 7 our drawej? D rdt mi" 

SLu / k S aV8: yoU alread y seilt a Check for it. Dad: you 

didn t cash it. Dave: the banks down there saiid it wasn't any 5 oJd. 

yOU SlVe me enou S h to pay for that treasurer's book 
ana we'll call it square. Dad: there's |l£. Si: no... Dad- this is 

WSl1 S ° ahead *** you I don't want to take that.*Dad: take 
that, it's yours. Si: aid you take out for .... (day's work'-') * What do 
you pay them? D fl d: $2 a day. Si: well, there*, hjf of "hat! 
oi: well, I don't want to do that. I didn't go ifong. Dad* Carneria in 
New fork. A fellow (at train station ) asked if''anyone^Wd™ry 
his^suitcase up to the hotel, Carnegie said "yes. I'll carr y it up for 
you de carried it and chargea nim a quarter or ^0 cents. He said* 

I might need you again sometime. Where do you live? He said:’I'm Carnegia. 

h6 u j^u 3 ^ 6 f^ That fellow said In the paper that as long 

as he lived he said he'd never ask anyone to do anything for him t’-^at he 

ha * SI™ a ^ wa y a tald_my_boy.s if anything is offered 
to them to take it, ...and I giveyou (Si) that. Si: I know but right is 
right. (Dave: I don't remember which won out 1 ha.) 
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Stories by ‘L.D.Sharp 6-U|,5o (Heel #12) tafred by D.ve Pave 2 n \S 

, Dad * down the valley {Tygart) tbey plant their corn bv and and t-hew 
Ploy both ways—orisa-croas. Si: well, T think we Mi hLT ! “v! -7 
to doing It that way. Th.y use ten£iiaitersf doS't Vt d £!" 

^ tS’ud nown°Tygart'valley' S g d ° 93 - »-“*£?• Si 

COL Kyle and 02H2 Km?iheja^SS^ij/SS th » 

ba b °°? 7 si: Archie Gibson takesthe traSior anS hLro.s 

gc-S£ 

corn p“ker. to Jun^hiouEh? * bU9hel °" 99r "- D * d; *" d b »T »**• 

f a * ed if he wanted to work this mornin^ end he said h« 

&& SS K; ! i.r^ ke [; VI Jr 25/:“ JSK i p i a " n9d - *** 

Keith as Haipb “« ta^ss-trso^h^v^t . 1 ga - e 

w.s-r^ar^oft'^ghfai^ieth^oaS: fyoung mSTISoSt If^St 

?£°:£F*~vr 2 ? - — ^ Ivi LS - £ - - 

B 0 ; ■ I? d ^ a y IS- e • ^. 1 “ d •f h fi «3 S B 6 ^» 

Cameron made oath that she didn't die oT^poa i o h Shawl h * S ne ? ic * Dr * 
hurried?) of coirae that finLhed it. been PUt aWay 

( J essie dannab poatmaster—retiree— wife poatm^ater—Jease still workAd 
--^pO pay ratlre:nent ^-moved to Elkina etc ) ( mt* worked 

(Davis aaoe) Dad: I we. up the?, to .« D*li ihlnTT^in ^l^’a?? 0 ; 
waa up ther^ to a shooting match. Dave: I was there with vou 1 

dld ?' t i S6t a -y fch ing. Nell a had the matchf Dad^Da^ia wafl^* 1 ^* o 
handy man to have. He waa an SmTvX pood man Si’ h- . . ! 8 ? 

neihhbSr dJ ?? °i°? Ld 3ay any ° r Nella M ace. She waa a^ood 1 ** 

neitobor. if a he told a s p ory, ahe»d iell y^TVho told her an - ?? 2 ?*- 

7 ??.??^ d tra ° e “ ta,ok and 369 3he «• °l«r. IdouldS.t 

S^rhad^?"?^ 0 ! 9 ? L°? r? t e tlme w , hen 

that was used In such a sltuati?n--»?ou i?S!dn'? «Io ????? T ° ld S9JlnS 

to your grandmother" IXUtlgXxmS dJ? i ™Sd »?oI wuS??? 

sh“?r‘S.s y ,S“ m Sv?r;iii; 0 ^• e “• y-o^^Sh???.'^^" 1 ^ H *S3 

^Si 

<JOklnS) « 9t 3 - 9 - S-r 

Si: cause Shar^' ( iliff. s^boys?) ?:„d“^ ! l^u?^ 0 ? b 5i£-E£!Sl^ 

Dad: you can tell cause it s-OUm. it. Si: you c.^.^e bear^easa, 




















Stories by L.D.Sharp 6.1^ T 80 (Reel #12) taped by Dave Ra:. ; e j 

Dadi I'll put some on my heel. SI: put a little on your ear. (sore 0-\V 
ear). Dave: Didn't uncle Bob Gibson say It cured his asthma? SI: you^ 
know, no germs could live or stay near his ear In that grease) ha, ha. 

Dad: to show you I have faith in bear grease i'll put asme on top of 
my head ( a cut there?) That's the finest thing for rheumatism I ever 
tried, .iy Knees was so*... that I could hardly get up. down or any dace 
and it cured my knees. Six ¥es sir l * 

(Apparently Dad want to Randolph Go selling honey) Dad* Boys, I had 
the beat hog meat today 1 I went to that restaurant—it was 12 o'clock 
wr.en we got there (Huttonsville?)The boys (Ralph and George—.Mabel'a 
uncle) took two hamburgers. I said I'll take ham. They ordered 2 
hamburgers. I ordered one ham sandwich but they brought me two. I could* 
n't bite it off and I asked for a paring knife . She found one after a 
good bit, ha, ha., and I used it. It was good hot lean ham. They enjoyed 
their hamburgers. I told Ralph he'd better get another glass of milk, 
so he did. I asked the waitress if there were any girls around there /L. 

that we could h ire that we needdd one at our place. She said v I*m from 
Mill creek. 1 asked if she had any sisters that wants to hire out. She * 

said, I had one but she went to N. Y, to her brothers. There were 10 of 
us in the family and they are all gone and now I'm gone. I'm 13 years 
S J : years old.l ha, ha. Dad: and when thw woman made out the 

bills she skinned exit (left). She'd asked who to make the bills out to. 

I cold her to me. She left the girl to bring the bill to me. She (woman?) 
took a pound of honey, deducted that off. Si: let's ;see—a pound of ^ w 

honey off—left 72 cents. Dad: it cost me $1^8 with 30 cents off. 

George said "she charged you awful hi jh, didn't she? Si: what kind of 
hamburgers were ttey? Dad: just ordinary hamburgers. Si: they must 
have oharged 2p cents a piece. Dad; Bu d They wer big hamburgeers. 

Si: they used to not be over a dime. Dave: Odie Johnson used to charge 

a quarter for a hamburter, but he'd give you a big one. Miat hapoened to 

the 13 year old girl? Dad: she brought the bill out and I said $1.50 

cents and 30 cents comes off that and she said I Biready took that off. 

The ham aft.rmwj.Qhea. were 25 cents each and the milk must have been hi glass 
(The only Monday in the summer of 1950 was in August) 
iiadi this is Monday isn't it? No paper. 

(Dad was sitting in the car and Vonda shut the door on Dad's hand) 

Dad: .... and after a bit I got sick. I said "Irhm awful sick" and Paul 

trained in first aid ran to his car and got a kit arxi gave me some amonia. 

I fainted away. I didn't know a thing. This up here (demonstratIng?) 
will be worse than that, I believe (2 different cuts?) Dave: did you 
loose your fingernail? No. it was up on the hand. See there, I guess 
chat's the cause of it. Dave: what is that thing right there( a bump 
on a finger knuckle)? Dad: well, I guess that's what started it. Si: 
that's what we've read about in the papers—some people get them—some 
kind of arthtitis. Dave: maybe you could put same bear grease on it. 

Dad: Yes, I did. Dave: what are you going to do with that linameat? 

Dad: put on that there. Dave: does it hurt? Dad: now it doesn't hurt. 

Dave: then why put li nement on It ? Dad: Old man Erv^ n. made Ervin 
linement that smelled just like this and there was a cancer or something 
like that on a bull's jaw and it took it right off. If it took a cancer 
off a bull's jaw=TC ought to take this off my finger, ha, ha, ha. Si * 
that's not a bump on a buins_jaw. ha, ha. Was he a doctor: Dad: oh, 

yes, he was a Veteri nary doctor, ha, ha. Si: he was a bull doctor. I 
wouldn't wane him to work on me. ha. Dad: He'd doctor anything. He cot 
this bull off of me and cancer came on it. Well, he didn't get'it "off" 
of me, but I sold it to him. ha, ha. -—ha if you want me to explain it 
to you so you can understand it. Hy boy s are a little hard to understand*** 
kx*xku things, ha, ha, — you have Sonake thingsplain to them, or you 
gan't get them to understand, ha, ha. Dave: what are you going to do 
about the linement on your fl. ngerMtonight? Dad: I'll let it dry a little 

: twt thine will be gone—Just like that 
* na * Si said; Anrt .. 
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that* bull's jaw, ha, ha. Si said; And so will Mabel l ha, ha.—smell 
of that lineraent and that bear grease i ha, ha. ha. ..... 

D a d: she was ready ta leave this evening when I came in (late from 

Randolph co.) . I know what we call supper is dinner In the cities. 

. Dave: did ^ou eat in Mill Creek ? Dad: no. It was in Huttonsvile. 

Dad: Ralph, Geor : e and I founcf out something ubout Mill Greeks V7© 

turned down in ^he lower end and crossed around and peddled hone to 

every house on every side nd got back on main street. .. 

Dad: well, we went through a good part of the city above the road —out 

toward pickens. Vie went ou there about 50 yards and Ralph and I was 

standing on both sides of the road. Ralph said to park here and then 

you can go up yonder to the bank. I told him that I usually sold honey 

to the cashier in the bank. So I went up to the bank and I said I didn't 
expect you'd want any honey because I sold you a case last fall. I want¬ 
ed to come in and see you anyhow. Another big fine fellowin there. He 
was in an office space by himself. He said he had plenty . He was awful 
nice, clever and nice. The other fellow said I believe I'll just atake 
a pound of that honey. On my way back to the car I stopped in at the 
next house and the lady said "I'd like awful well to have honey. My 

husband is an insurance agent and he just left to go up to Valley Head. 

I'll see but I don't know if I've got any money or not. She hustled 
around and she had l4 cents. I 3aid for her to take the honey anyway, 
that we'd be coming by here some time and collect. While you're at It 
take two of them and I'll have something to stop Bor, ha. She said ""if 
you don't care I'll Just takec wo. She gave me the l4cents and just as 
got me paid here bhe man cue in, ha. He laugh ted. He said t'll just 
pay fior it, I was wanting to get the honey sold. By the time I got 
back, my boys were gone. Oar was gone. I walked awyy up there and sat 
down, for ^ hour. Ralph came up in the car and sald"do you want a ride? ha. 
Now we went over some ground, I tell you l I didn't see brother Brady. 

SI: were they (state) working any of the convicts today. Dad: there were 
about 15 but they had no stripes on them—running a bull do?er .etc. 

D_d: Ralph said let's go to the penitentiary ( to sell) I said we will— 

they've got to eat, wouldn't doubt but what we oan sell them some honey. 

I Bald let's go on down and stop there on the way baok, but we forgot to. 

(Ice Cream) ......Dad: . ice cream. Dave: who did? Dad: Ivan did. 

four pints of ice cr ea m he won. They had a guessing game.... they had 
same sort of social and he guessed with in a few beans of the number in 
a pint cup— 1,300 an dsomething, and he got 4 pints of ice cream 

free, ha. Ivan said: I know my beans, ha, ha. Dad: I bet he counted 
a pint of beans before he went there, ha. 

.... Dad; If you gave an old ewe two tablets it'd cure her. That surely 
fixed a $25 ewe. Ralph: maybe she was going to die anyway. Dad: no, 
she was getting along pretty good. Dave: then louldn't have given her 
pills the. Dad: well, I wonted to clean out what waax ailing her. 

.... Dad: he'll weigh 800 lbs. Si: he's mowing that grass up there. He'll 
fatten up. Dad; I paid $175 for him. A cow that si 7 e won't bring much, 
let's see, a 11Q0 lb_ uoa. would bring 15 cents a pound.—maybe $l50, 

Dave: what can you buy a Jersey cow for. Dad: $500. Si: youfre buying 
a name... Dad: they'd cost $200.... Dave: what ill that old' cowom mine 
bring? Dad: $150 to 175 and the calf (75. Dave: why don t you sell thfct 
cow and add a little extra and get a jersey? Dad:..,. Dad:"boys, that calf 
I bought from Ivan is really a cow. She's a heffar now and gives a gallon 
and a half at a miling. I wouldn't take $200 for that heffer. 

(End of conversation) 
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Dad, Ivan, Si, Dave, R e ei y n^w —®-— 

Buying fur, Hatfield gang. Millaboro, Betaerly, Hast one living 

Passenger pigeons, old log school house, ^ 




(Dad watching Ralph Tiger Jones fight on TV.,,, ) 

Dad:"If I weren't so tired I'd ^TSvTr there to the end of the meadow 
and start shep. He'd tree a coon right away. He's going to whip that 
white fellow. He's about got him.... Now, he's about got Jones. Pretty 
even fight,.. He's tired. h ...(Jones won.) 

{Dad Playing the organ and doing very well 11 ) Dave: that's good Dad. 
Dad: ha, ha, ha. Dave: Irtiat's the name of that song? Dad: I don't 
know—it Just came in my head, ha. Dave: who was that woman that 
shocked hay? Dad: Ronald Pennington's wife. The best hand I ever had, 
in the hayfield in my life, she'd run from one shock after ahe shocked 
it to the next windrow to get started again. Yes, and the whole day long, 
-he said she learned from fir, Tyree when she lived there, 

Dave: Paul, Dad has a "talk letter" to send you. (this was intended to 
be mailed to Paul and Vonda, but got misplaced) 

Dad: fallow Paul, V onda and children . It'd be better to hear you sav 

hello Dad" and greeFl^ with a kiss. I hope you are all well aid enjoy¬ 
ing God's richest blessings, I oan't stand much hard work anymore 
feel I'm slipping down the evening side of life, but I'm enjoying life 
and I'm so glad tty children are all Christians and seek! ngthat eternal 
home where we oan have a great homecoming xomeday. We'll not be so far 
apart and be together always. I'm looking forward to that happy day. 

We gathered 35 gallons of strawberries and our garden* ia coining on nicolv 
We have our sheep sheared and have sold the wool. I made out a little * 
check for your'a and Thayer»s_j*p£l. We're having several bee swarms. 

One big swarm went off yesterday, but that happens every year. Our 
Sunday school is hojilififcg up good--we have ttbout 60 and that's good for 
Slatyfork. Well, I've been working hard to build up onr church and have 

at least a few stars in my crown. saved through our works. ... 

through the precious blkod of Christ, oan we be saved. So live close to 

Him and trust Him and our meeting won't be so far offf. I Ivan and 

Genevieve and Evan oame in a little while ago and Sylvia and Jr. are here 
to say hello to you. Each of you have our sincere prayers that God will 

be real good to each of you. So goodbye till we meat again. Lot's 

of love, from old B ad. --- 5 —~ 

Dave: Paul, I went fishing at the^tH about 3 times and caught a few 
small ones. We've been here a week--came up Sunday and going back 
tomorrow, Sunday. I was over to the Frlels yesterday and Kerfch and I 
fished dowi on fireenbrler river, but didn't catch any. r came back to 
Slatyfork and went over the hill and nailed some boards over the front 
windows of the old h ouse where someone threw rocks through. 

_SIi Paul, VondaTrEayer and Barbara Jane. Dave can' t shoot any better 
than he ever didp Ha, He can make the groundhogs fly^ Take care of 
yourselves. Come up when you oan Goodbye. 

Ivan; Hello Paul, Thayer, Vonda and Barbara. This Is your brother Ivan. 

I'm getting older. But my youngest son talks courser than I do, so folfrs 
on the phone sometimes want me to tell my mother about the affairs of the 
church eto, Evan and I went over on Dry Branoh and fixed some fenoe. 

This evening we came up Elk River from Charleston thru by Bergoo and up 
by Granville Brady's (dry branch) and took the truok part of the wav 
up on the hill. Anyway we worked until after dark and came on over here 
and ate supper and see the folks and have a good time talking. We wish 
you were here with us. Best of joy and happiness to you all. Good night. 
Dave: I m having trouble with theforward speed on this recorder.-—it 

slips. I have to rotate It with my finger to keep about the right speed. 
While I was here we hived about 10 swarms of bees. We doubled up some 
swarms in order to get enough bees fo?"one blve. (End of 1 side of bi^iwel) 
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ia. Dad. I didn't have any money at all and I borrowed $30 B 
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Dad. Dave 

in business. UM! x aian-t nave any money at all and I borrowed $30 
to buy three calves from a neighbor. I borrowed from John D . Hanna h 
or a year and bought the oalvea. No, he wasn't a relative but his 

de n truated d a B Tp 3i3tSr ° n * Considering money then he had plenty, 

+ Z bl ?? t0d a ^i- 2 --^- a - r b °y and I Invested In those calves and sold 7 V 
them the next year and haa o39 profit . I neighbor boy “sal d "Let me have" 1 
part of that money and we •ll - Invest Ifa in buincc £ur*& n d g f j u. , ol 

at the Edray post office a price list Thtt SeoSe «s T 

doubi 1 ^ f ° r fura * So Igave him aome “oney and we both bought furs’and I V? 
doubled my money. So I stared buying fur from that d ay on and I made ^ 

double on every shipment. So I TlH^UTsaddled up an old SorSe abSS * 

0 years old ana went all over the country (county) buying furs. Believe ( 

236 ' b flrld b oys 12 years old that would do what *. 

“ d f dld p? ^ et atart:ed in life. The trip down I lk River: I went ^ 

& ^d atavSd 1 ! 8 ! 0 !?! 11 ^ old hoi * se aa i nt3 » rielinSTRSinSarah>a sister )$ 

and stayed all ni 0 ht. Then went down further to a home where fchev had & 

some prlmemlnlcs. The^old man wouldn't sell them to ea. I told hS V 

pay him what I could afford to pay. He said "you've got to go 2 miles *- 

ft* t0 and b ? y thoffi f '°* the^oys. Shat.wf tSe^e } 

13 .TYu °° 1 W0nt uhe 3011001 bouse and called out the boys and asked ^ 

what they wanted for the minks. One said "I'll take 2?cents a piece < 

fc ? e «.? ther and he sald“**ltll take the same for J 

mine I said what about the coon hide and skunk. They asked about n| 

two prices for them U - more than I could get. I said “alright" and * 

fche furs *_, 1 5 32110 baok U P and took the hldesoff the boards/” 

t »«h tb ® 33ck * The old wonia 2 aaked me bow much T aaid. jf^ them. 

I said I paid them all th ey asked ", ha. I waited till I got the furs 
In the sack and then I told her I'd paid them 25 cents for the minks t 

ud 6 a Thia bov Pay ^ h ^ atty ?? ln §" 1 Th6 old 3 'aid "now 1 you*ahutS 

up. This boy said he paid them all they asked For^hem, ha. ha. So <S K 

those minks brought me about $3 a piece. From then on I bought fur for ' 

25 years. I finally had 6 men buying fur for me all over the countvs >C A 

That' s one way I got my start" id business. Yes, T Tcept going backdown* 

bld h U ? inS 1 W6nt baok to ttie 83236 P lace and asked the old V 

S^li f n nd ? ad i, a *h fUPS a0d he u aald th ® boys had some. He said to come K 
on In and look them over, so he let me buy them from himl 

Dave^ Did you pay the &0_ bac ^? Dad: Oh, yes, I waited a year. I went Vv- 
back to pay old man Hannah. I didn't know anythl'ngabout interest ^ 

5 a * I 4 ^ a i^ dere ^ Hanoah is your $30 andTHanfyou for V 
» b*» ha. ie said that's alright ha. ha. Dave; maybe he didn't V? 

expect any Interest irom you. Dad: No, I doubt if he'd a charged me for^ 
K anyway. , as he thought a lot of my father and mother, ha, ha. ^ 

U 2l S i *bac about the ^tfleld gang? Dad: Well, they wrote me a letter 
arxi told^me to put $ 5^0 in a box up at the old school house and signed < 
it one of the gangs, Buf'tbey" weren't fBr-gSSgf^mKTa man, they ^ 
lound out later, was a teacher* Down in We’oater county, (Doddrlll?) was 
a teacher at one time. He was planning to get this money^—I took a box 
and put it at the sohool^fcuse where they said to put the money—"If not 
we're coming after you" So 1 put the empty box at that place. I went 
with another fellow and watched for them to come, but they didn't come 
late in the night. Je went up the next morning and there was his trakk 
and he threw the box away about 30 yards from the school. People thought 
the Hatfield s were coming, . ° 

Dave: you told about the first ca r coming through here* Dad: it wame 
down Elk by one of the neighbors. 2 of the boys were down working in 
the field. They'd never seen a car before. One said "look yonder, the 
horse* ran off and the buggy is atill going," ha watohed till out of sight. 
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Dave: Y/here did you see your first_ train ? Dad: I went to Mlllboro, Va 

when 1 was 12 years old with another party after a load of salt--Johnny 
Blanker, after a load of salt for H ugh Sharp . It was the first train I 
ever saw—In Millboro. There was another fellow along with me and he 
went into a saloon and wanted a bottle of liquor and the man said "you're 
not of age" and he yelled "....give it to me "etc. (fast tallcin ) and 
the saloon keeper gave him the bottle of liquor and he held on to it — 
(pulling it from the saloon keeper). Another fellow went to Millboro and 

. like I was, and said to the conductor: "I want to take x 25 cents 

worth of ride", Dave: did you ride it too? Dad: No, I wasn't with tEat 
group of wagoners. So that fellow got on to take a 25 cent ride and 
thought he'd Just go few 100 yarcs, and they said it took him 2 days to 
walk back, ha, ha* •* de had his horses there ready £b^ haul a load 
of goods, dal: there were many funny things that happened away back then. 
Dave: V.'hose wagons went to Hillsboro? Dad: Everyone, about, in Pooa- 

hontaa went to Virginia after salt. Farmers, there»d be maybe 3 or i 
wagons with sheets and lay on the ground (at night) Dave: what if it 
rained? Dad: We'd put the sheets over the wagons, like a covered wagon, 
and we had blankBSs. We'd take our food with us in a box to do us 
days to a week. Sometimes It'd take a week. Others about k days. Hi 
Back then we had some pretty tough times. When I was growling up, we had 
- foo d. We had meat and bread for breakfast, and bread and 

meat for dinner, and had both of them for supper, ha, ha. And we gpt 

along just fine. We could go out and oatch a mess of fish or kill°all /^Vzs, 

the turkeys we wanted, and there were plenty of deer. I believe the / ** 
farmers enjoyed life Just as much as they do now with tte airplanes and ~A& /? 
automobiles and the fast life we have today. They'd go to a neighbor's ^'T 

house and spend all day and enjoy the day toghether. Now we're in too 

big a hurry , only to say howdy-do and goodbye. Dave: You used to take 
wagons to Mill Creek didn't you? Dad: it was Beverly . I used to haul 
my .....gooes from Beverly (meaning it was ahippedSy rail to there)) 

We had our own wagons and hhorsea. One time, another fellow was . 

my horses and wagon. There were two other men's wagons too. One for** 

5* imd one for Camwoods at Mingo. Sam Woods had about 

4000 ibs of goods and Fr»k(Hamilton?! (at Linwood) had 2000 lbs and 
I had about 2000 lbs but mine wasmostly all wire fence. They had about 
cartons of jars. They stopped near KLkwater to stay all night aid 
they* saw a big storm coming and they decided to go up on the hill to 

stay dll night at old man . and stay 41 night. 3 0 they put the 

horses in the barn on the hill on the right hand aid e of the river and 
they went over to -Coggers?— There was a cloud burst at Mingo and 

washed a big heap ol^Iogs near Sam Woods store and took away.....the 
bank, and it came down the valley and washed away the old Stalnaker 
house that had been there for 50 years, but no one liv**ng in it. It 
picked up all th ree wagons and carried them all away. The had a time 
getting the wagons back together. They'd find a wheel here and there, 
jut mine, the wire was within a few 100 yards. They got my outfit back 
gogether again. People said they saw those jars going through Elkins 
floating on the water. Da m Woods lost about 4000 lbs of all kinds of 
merchandise. I think I lost a barrel of sugar. The w41 of water was 
from one side of the valley to the ocher. - A - mai whq lived up on a hill 
went over to see about the flood aear our wagons, “e heard the roar 
ooming and there was a big pine log about 4 feet 
field. He ran as hard as he could run to escape 
knees when he got to the bank and he saw that §0 


over laying over in the 
and the water to his 
ft long log float away. 


^ ~ ■** w iUi *o i JLUa w txrttxj * 

If my driver and the others hadn't gone to that house to sleep that night, 
they would have all drowned and tne horses too l It washed the saddle 
off the manger of a horse(house?) over on the bank or hill, a fewlOO 
yards away. I've gone thru many a hard spell in life, but the Lord has 
been good to me, as I look back over life. 
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Dadi Oit of 2 $0 people my age, when about 12 years old, from Mace Mt. ^ 

to too a£ If Mt- — — T f i nn s a ^ — < 1 i j. i ^ _ _ _ 


-_ A. _y e> 

I like life. I'd like 
I have ..... and a 

prostate. He may 




7-- —I ZZ it year* OXO f X rosi WSCe V;t: 

to top of glk Jt.— I figured up sometime ago, of families thenjevery 

last one of them have been called away, but L.D. Sharp. I'm the only 
one that's living of ray age. D a ve: we hope you live another 98 vears. 
fcfclaxzraiuu You're $ 89 this summer. Dad: well, ~ ‘— 

to live forever If the good Lord would leave me. 

pretty tough time for a few years, ( cancer of y_ FJ , ue , uclu 

or may not have known he had it. if he did he didn't tell ua). But I'm 

not complaining. After the 8 th d^r d‘ JuneI'm fcoing on 90. According 
to nature I can't stay here many more years. Many of the young people 
possibly may go before I'm oalled. But one thing 3 ure and I'M certain 
of, I'm trying to make preparation far my eternal home , so I oan be 
with my mother and father, sisters, forma* wife and daughters. I'm 
looking forward to that day to a homecoming and I'm expecting each one 
of my children to meet with me there on that homecoming day. I'm so 
glad they have 4 1 accepted Christ In early life and^I trust thev are 
living true and faithfull J 

(End of 1st side of cassette) 

It may not be far off that L. D. will be on the ohher shore, I'M 
praying that the Lord will spare my life for a fewkore years. 

I'm glad Jr. and Sylvia came to see me. I can't dxpress how I love my 
children. I can't treat them as I'd like to treat them—by not havitu 
or enjoying health like I am. I'd like to be more jofcly and go on the 
mountain (with them) and k**fc take a little hunt, —squirrels, and 
pheasants with Jr. when he was here. According to my health I'm not 
able to do that. 3ut I'm thankful to be able to go. ..... After death 
we must meet the judgement. I advise my friends to accept Christ and 
be saved so we may meet again on the other shore. 

Passenger Pigeons: Dave: You used to tell us about pigeons. 

D a d: . 0h » th ®f‘ e w ® I ‘ e thousands of wild pigeons. ThousatjT come in In 
one bunoh. They'd light right down on the ground and scratch through 
leaves and eat a ways, they'd fly over the ones ahead oTthirn and start 
scratching leaves again.. 

...we'd shoot amonCh them sometimes with a musket loading gun —loaded 
through the muzzle*] '.Ve didn't have any shotguns then. Still maybe £, 

a haLf a do r en would fall as they flew over. P..._ y \^ { 

Pigeons used to roost o_n tr ees on Gauley and they nearly broke down a 
whole pine patch.Thousands and thousands of them. My uncle went In 
there t see about them. Hundreds of them killed when limbs 
broke off the trees. (Uncle Harmon?) You can hardly believe it. T 
Thousands in one cluster of than "going through the oountry. I haven't 
seen a pigeon for years 1 

Buggies: Dad: Yes, Ellis Hannah, my borhher-In-law bought the first y?, 
buggy In this country. I had the first cart. I went to Greenbrier 
county and took a horse with me* and bought a 2-wheel cart. T used that 
for several years. Dave: what did you use It for to ride in? 

Dad: courting ha, Dave: did you go to see mother in It? Dad: vea. 
and I married while I had that. I wasone of the first to buy an 
automobile in the county. There were 3 and I was one of them. I bought 
a Studebaker. We had muddy roads full of chuck holes. You couldn't 
go 50 MPH like you can now. (bought It about 1914 - 191 $) Between here 
and ,'iarllnton, one time, I had 3 flat tires--aharp rocks in the road, 

(Sjjiillng) —Dad: Yes, we've sung at several homecoming s in the past few 
years in different counties. One had 1$,000 people. Yes I've been 
choir director at the church for severe years. When I was 12 years old 
my father went me to a 3laging schoo l and when the school was over they 
elected one person to lead the choir (group) for three months, Differed*; 
ones were at cted— Harry Jackson, 3ofc_G J ihami, Ellis Hannah , and that boy 
LDp 12 years old are elected for 3 Months* I can remember it as vail 

&s yesttrday, I got up before the congregation and my knees just 
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as yesterday, I got up before the congregation and mv knees inat-. 

^effect* olTme " 1 T ? 3 3 ° 6 ? C *J; ed : 3ut n ° W 10 * 000 P^oplrifcein' t have 
0 o * At one of fc Ja homecomings they Just had our group 
of singers, oomeone from another church told us they enjoyed our P 

► ln n the S oh^n W f 1 i ed US *2 ?® at thell ‘ hame °o m i' ; 45. Once we had about 3 
in tne choir and we went to the Indian Draft church homecoMming.. 

jjJJ ! 1 yo ^ tce6p wben y° u were in singing school? 

Dad, Oh yes. and we used shappd notes and I use them yet today, I 

envitJri^- 0 ? ahtt P ed notes off faster than the round notes. They've 
? ° 3om ® homecomings lately but I'm not able to go—been sick. 

I can't carry on like I did. I guess I'll have to give it up. I reckon 

D ,1T ft dn,t your >’ ar<mta * lv * y°“ i»SS «na son, * 

?P^ y ° U f J 8 i* tera ,’ Uad: lh ey Save me a tract of lard where"~we lived 
(the oid home place over the hill)-over at the old place and gave each 
oi them (sisters) 200 acres of land. The onlv m^iev^ffiv a0h 

In my i lifetime--for he wasn't able to give ma anyl-he^fe me fiftf™ “* 

each° ld leli^da lmb r> and i tia ^ e 0a ° h US ' Flla » ' ^iinda '^d mvsel r'frin 
Sob her land over on Glatyl^rb (up~tETmountain fran 
olacyfopE 3reek &oove Lowell Gibaon f a present camp) and pit o & n+- 

iiZ.'TVJ?" ( °h, lert 3ide ° f ■****<*“ .r.S t ;^ USeljV™ ) 

fennL Inn ^ JU® ° r ' 6e ‘ i: 1 or 2 hundred yars above linT H^fV 

»ou^il 7 ?“s^“) e .‘^ lnda ■* on top of tb. 

Dave: who owned the land on Elk where Hla lived. Dad: Old man miiv 

Da ^ e: Who owned that place where Harrv Varner lives 

was pirt of the same place. I've been therVT^rfume! E??a*married 
old man Silly Oibson's son, Robert and they lived at that plaoe”7varner 

p p n. a? ih» r h r(robt) y bSi s t untl ^ ;;:Ldman 3lJl <* a « Si-rUiSlSS" 

piece wnen he (Bob?) built up there. I went to a danoe near there when 
I us about 18 , and ^ slipped off from home. There were 36 there at the 
L l IbS? »« «vFr-y la at on. of them a^ dLdefo.pt 

h'l«nA h fk *h S ° Z f V t been thanicful the good Lord has spared my life 
n lon G as he has. (utory of the dance in another section). 

Dave: Didn't your dad help build tfiTold log school vnu . t.y Dad . 

g y !!'tLr S I •« thorn ^ulldlng thafhouaa! » 

he%; I vL'f X‘ he 5 a ; ?°- U *? dn ‘ think ona ooulJ remember back till 
?h«m Bub ^ neai,(i m y parents speak about it so much. I 

?t ini?!? bul i d ing that shhoolhouse and I saw old man fainter aeffl.lng 

running a plane. I saw them making the blackboard, ^kla 

SSL?! 1 ! J Tu 3 ? lfler 80 they want to 3C hool a few 100 '^FdTl ; l 4 n home 
? fhe 3 -year old kid there before it got too cold several timee 

d ta f e ^he olanket (another place in these series he mentioned 
eepskin^) 1 or me to lay on. They had long benches about 3.0 feet 
long on both sides of the schoolhouse. I'd come out of the school to 

ShitH “SL”? m0tha ? * ould ' atoh ror ™- sh « could a.. t;» intla 

white headed boy coming running dowi the road for dinner. I'd said* 

I'm ooming home to e at gravy with mom. ha, ha.~- 1 1 

Dave: Dad, I thank youfort' 
nice to pla 
(end of #" 6 l 


be nice to pla^ tnambaca from time toi timeI 


these stories.' I'll keep them and It'll 


tape and end of CassetteLaide 2) 
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Exserpts from a taped, intended, latter ta Paul and Vonda In Texas, by"LD", Si and Dare V oj. 

Dad an History: Grandmother Hannah said eur forefathers came from foreign sonntries— 
wormaa, Ea*ll*, Irioh eta. I was 12 years old whan ay father lot me hay a mountain rifle— 
JJ* 1 ? 1 * l* ad * r * That flr8t I kept a d iary of what IkHl.fi and romombar diatinatly I 

^j|Lllad 16 fray squirrels. 3 wild tutkeys”asd I ferret how mapy piteous. Thera vara oleeona 
™ ay the thousands and 100a of thousands sad roared lii» a train os sin*. But that is svrr. 

On# tine ba«k on Slatyferk mountain I saw 3 

*■ *.. fe*- 


fraat 

« n# 

*« W 

i on v 


1'ro hoon huntinf the past ( 82 years of Bfo) 

pretty hla.k hofo aomoiaf do wn the m.untaia that I th.ufht b.lan«.d ta mr 7aru.r^ lan\ar«r, 
aad than they same closer, 1 saw they woro Slf hear and two cuts and they same dawiTn frant 

of me aad wallatad in the little run and I had a sinfla shat Winchester. I kept my aye 

than and th.ufht as scan as they e .t up I'd try t» kill ana af them I'd meat' the\ld ana 
an mayha naja a cnanee killinf the ethers. So whsn they earns eu*t af there they jumped 

* u * d ak#mt 20 * U * B fr "“ “• I hollared “halt". I'd hoard my father say 

a a ear you had to holler "halt" to sot them to stop. Thome was a hif tree, riel* as the hoar 

MJt£V** 8 * d V klB tr ** 1 holl,r * d 1;**1>." aad ifc vassn't like a door they finished their jump 
t-K. **J, C * atepeed behind the tree and I could only aoo * part of her. 1 moved hack (in 

aB tv, M I -1 af l d * W1L ° T * r th * hl11 * TbBrB wafl R ®f Baow sn aud I triad ta eat 

£ .1 “5 'a# tTriu ‘ '• *** ta dull 1. rttk „ 7 .1^1. ,k.t, »d ,L«i 

tw J^u* d #ff 1#t dst as I fat the shall fainf in the fun, rifht off toward me 

a f r'l “Vi*"' Sh * U#k:d#d d#Vn *• hln - 1 "*ld Just see her n.ek wh«a 

her Sh. ^ I*? 1 ** d '” tk * * t] “ r W * 7 ' Th# * ,Ud 4s,#n th * « thBr f*r k 

alsi.d h!r J U«t 1 ^ 5 ! ° f "* aBd 1 Jm#t Jtric#d tkB d *«» «* d at her aTd 

,, r ‘. * as «arad a arly ta death. And she ran dawn over the hill and I ran 

?? , hU1 ^ ad ?*“ * ff at ' _I kn * W tt *y' d * ff a * *!»• hifhway (aid mad) and 

khai. a^^'dVt** ** Wh ! r * tlMr * WR “ a ^ ^ tal1 wil * r# arose. I stood 

Sf u f .i a i“ k n U Vkar# 1 was at *•»* d »™ *• vh«-o this ana fall 

off the Jo* and tha re was hlsod all over the emacmd sn both sides. They'd aomo hack and want 

th. F I u wa^lL V J* r# tv I T ld haT * “ hBt at th# " f * r 100 yard ‘ 1 r * #k * a - ¥kil * 1 WRB otandinf 
flf ^ kL *™ wa i*iaf far that ta com. around to mo.I wont up on tb little 11 at tiwre was a 

‘"T** 1 "* 4 *- I i*t. tat ,.t.k , ^ vi. r "“ .Id 

vlLd!d s! I n 8 ^ tliar * Witk thlB “* tkat k*d laid down that was badly 

iJi J v“ r ’ of 01 ^ la,,rBl P* 11 ® 31 * Th«r* *as blood where tha onb 

ar laid. 3# I want over about 200 yards and eat sshaky-like. and I want down to Mr 
¥arn.rs and tald hi. I th.afht I'd kiUd a boar and f^ilm t. n, aJ h.lp^o taiTa 

s^and. so ho did. Ho took a track and told mo to e . up on the ridfo l* whom 1 wont up th.ro. 


fOt 


H.nrv 3 L^. R t r * ad J throufh. ho said don't » auy further. Va'll t> baou home and 
nry Sharp o bear dec and soma back in tha merninf and we’ll <a after them. S. ha was 

“ dlda '; *• «y further, ..I’d mfd behind a tra. 

ha * J a - ^ aama home that nifjTTind w. ware out af v.Jr£l 

to' "* it snowed about a feat that nifht. Be oaid "why 

these bear would fa far 10 miles ta%ifht. You'd merer find them" Ha talked me out ofiainm 
l™*. k * “ I ! *«r*iaf. Tho fallows who followed them from Claror Liak, Weeds Bill.y ha^ 
asked about 2 woaks from then « who kill.fi on. of those subs" T H.'d fsiuiid“ths.“^,r 

Jin r * th " tt * Xt B * r,liie “d *«P«4 up sn th. Jshnssn' s flat, just a fsw 

100 yards froa where v.l.ft them, and thorn wsrs two of them £ know some.* killed one of 
those subs . It snowed all oror this dead bsar and I l ast ay fir st kill, 

I'TS had ?»lt»al»t of oioorienaa in ay 82 y.ars of lirine end humtiuf from the time I wao 
12 years old anflklll.fi quit, a number of wild turkays. On. ti» I was . Ter on Gaull.y 

; k ;;* t ;* r ; wara,i ^;7 Mr ' ^wmc. 0 f M r..,nr.wn.fi 

a door oash y.ar until last yoar. I e .t my dour almost .ror year till last year. Ifailed 

last year. They allowed Jtilline does and fawns tho last 2 years end thsy'rs about tilled 
r? 8t ! f /a!L d * Br ° Ut ° f arB1 “ d ® 1 atyfe rk. Hardly any door around h.r. »y more. 

I to had th. Coat sport fishlne. I 'to «au£* a croat many of trout. I onjojty huntinc very 

l “. C * ttin * BlMt U * #ld t# ora r the hills. I'ts ast bstn rsiy stron e latsly, s. 
^1! > b ^r«uad sn lsrtl land, mostly. I har.n't bson abls ts find any turksys yet.. 
“ I,T,iln “«• oa * ruu« thraseh that I mieht bars a shuns, to kill one 


























aad Histary of tbs Slatyferk, W. Va. Sharps by L.D. Sharp, taped 10-5-54 ^ (Page^ 

Dad telling names of parents Pts,: My father vas Silas Shar p, my aether was Sarah 5harp. j*- ^ 

'(Silas sailed her "Sally") Grandfather William Sharp, Grandmethsr Ka ehael Sha rpy was a Billpy). 
Tbprp were 7 ahildrp pf Williaa. There were“T sf then hi Had during the Civil War.— 3 bays. 

My father waa aaptarad (as a eirildAa) aad sarTad 23 neatas and 24 days la pii aaa in Salisbury 
, N, C. Thay stared thea ta death there by the thaasaads aid I was geing thrm^b there geii* 
tp Iiarida and there. vas an aid man there and I was talking ta him aad asked where the prises .* 
^k-* kn ^ 4a was painting eatk that the or i sene ware mere like barns,, and ha said tlmy all (w-J' 

Ttarwred ta death and what wasn't starred was aeleaned. I said “aa, they weren't ay father 

was exchanged a few dpys befare the war ended and that he lired —ha liTed threugh all that 
bat said the*sands rf theMa tarred ta death 1 ' 1 ha said) "eh ne" this aid aaa, ha'a getting aid 
and ehildiah said N ne, aa, there wasn't any of than that gat eat—arary oaa af than died , 
what dlda't die they peiseaed then" ha, ha, Ha aaat radiated ay at ary of ay father liriag 
thaaxgh it, , Bat it was tsrrible what they wsat threugh. 

Pa r id Hanna h was my grandfather Hannah. Grand net her Henman's name was Master . They had t 7 
largs family. Thsrs ware twa of the bays that died faring the war *ikh"H^theria. Cat fetair • 

family dew.-asthsr's brsthars, Oas (aa* her) was a prsaahar. They wsrs all rary raligiaas 

Geerpgef P. iHaamah was the preacher (brether af Sarah, Dad's mether.) I thick I had omp'ef the ~ 
east aethers ttat arar lired, I gaass mast ereryeae alee thiaks the same abaat theirl". 'IA 

My father was a g reat maa, a geed maa, a * #d religieaa mi. Mrmetta r was satstaadiag'ia ^ <# 

* T *fJ 3k * was * ,#d t# tk * * 1 *' aud a 4a eoald help. 0 a« thiag I*n gratefal far ^ 

la that I had gasd •hristiaa earaats. 

My Dad's (Silai-Tbrothmrs ware: Henry, Bernard, Harmaa, aad Bmgh aad oaa si ster^f think A^r, 
bar aa« W, bat eh. died with diptharUttttlng th. war. (barriidTalaw tia star. > 

left af the read oa the high bank). The 3 bays that ware killed waa Lather, Itwas named aafter 
him., aary ami Bernard. MargareTwaa 12 years aid. Teak diethria. fii It sura was a hard 
•trace niay grandparents ta le.sethat aaay of their family—f,ur eta. ef ?, Oaly three lired 

k V ar *e ?“ * f ^* Uym W * B f *»» d * itk a * »??!• iM his peakst aad my grandmather S' 

Plante^th. 7 _^^ds free thls _tjele and aaly 3 af the. grew. She gar. aaa ef th. or.as t. 4~~ 

anal. Harman Sharp aad ane t. my father (Silas) and ana ta anal. Hugh. These trees grsw up ' 

tat t* T “f 7 7tttT *’ „ Xt 1# * k,dd llk:, th *y r Mrssented —ta shew that just 3 lired 

f threagh this saiga, the grea t Clrll War, 

first wife's name was ImurB Morgan aad sha was a weaeher's daughter. Thera ware abeut ^ 

la ia * at family—Bill Morgan, Edgar M.rgaa KU Minnie H.rgaa, Lana M.rgaa and Laura 
-y ***** (Edith was the mathar of the ehlldrsa). -- 

* 7 . w * r * : Sll«_Oibsau (Mrs. Habart Gibsea) aad Mallnda Ha n-aah (Mrs. Sills Haaaah) 

sf J'iii ‘JV** 5 ‘ T ** rB 9ld * r Smd EUa drears aldar. Kaliola lired t. b. 

Elk) Whlf . n ^ T# ° 6 '* mt 80 ' Tk#r liT * d 8 Slatyferk (ea 

w 6 ^* 7 th * r * wa# qalt * a * f »•«»!• liriag an ^Ifc.and Linweed and eut 

•f “ rk : * r “ P * tkara wa “- tV * W ^*. «ly 6 ef tha. lirtn* al^ «y ag^ U.y't. 

all died aff. (Ind af first sids of largs rsel tape), g «y *gs ana tn.y rt 




It t i*on a8t Tf r nf 8 ^ ,7T8 dr *lJ>* d *** ^ **w I'm th. a.ly ... that's Isft af th.e. my aga- 

h!” of Elk \kf. tl iiT — th ! tlB li ^ y * f that •* F«fl* that 11 rod 

ll?A t. T tl tt !* h r* *“ 8d “* S# ' Vm ** U « y** > r *“r staang—not lik. I 

t! Yl’ti ! “ #W h#W Ut * tk * *** 4 L#rd v111 lm m *»•«. I Maa. ta Ur. m f % 

ta mead these grant many peeplt I cnbw in my bayhaad days, 

fating Lamra (mot bar)I Wall, I wan t ta a piebl a, first on. I'd arar bean t. in my life 

T w U,d tk4s / lcttl * wlth ^“th.r girl, sa I task a fancy ta h.r a^i.ns.’and 
neeting with h.r she seamed ta talk sa_ni*e. I asked bar if she'd taka a ride with me in a 
swiag, ha. ha. So that was the beginning ef eur eaurtship at this alcnls, the first an# I ax 

•Ter a ttstand. After I waa there with her there a few hears, I thsught eas day 1111 write 
nar a l.tt.r--a nia. l.tt.r and sea if I mi*t har. a data . And s. that was tL start af ny 
a V k * 8 1 a “ 1 r * m * rt * r * It vas near Unweed —abeut 3 miles fr.m hare. The fleet 
;i; a : was a t this pi.nia, ha. I th.ught it was s.m.thing wand.rful i 
fhere had. t bean amy ia tha aauntry up ta that time that I knew af. I thaught tha girl was 
JsrS-W.ndsrful (tnan the l.monads) ha, ha. And she was sa ni«. and arary time I want ta aaa 

W l ! h * VftB td * ** ly elrl an the b.aeh" ' ha, aad finally w. jpt marriad. I wan 

_e battle, Ta sea her I had ta g. harsabeak them. Didn't ham any safe, and rVally na 

1. (kl. «f «umtpy, I 111 .1. ... .... u , d . ^ ^ ”, 
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I **’ 1 did wt 1 vaB tb * * ,Bt !••«»* W, ha, ha, ha. (jeki.e). N», I 

d * **• w *y V wlaaiac ways (Jokiae) mat hava had seaethine ta da with 

li Jnft^ ?! r i B * e T*v. Sh * “ fin ** 3h * * aa ? r «^ ri »e t* taaah Shha al. I ahasead har 

_ lcid tr «• and sh# itcaui a great kamaticf#ptr» 

At had a slat faaily af 7 childr^i. had tu af the exhfitest thi.ca af all i* that tv,.,.. 
^ •“ *' “•*• “I? 1« (IB) (Or..!.) J..t iiSSi..! t.« 

tw.l! *;r I !?! •• n3 * lat i« $• I st «-ted ta say is that my 6 ahildraa Ilyins, kh*y 

llrl V !f ^»ilies exae*ane wha is aat married aad thay ara all Christians, 

ill M ! w * “ leht «ajay. Caaatlass a c as af ataraity ta c athar 

aad it yiyaa se ereat Jay ta know that thay ara all Urine far ihriat. 

Koda eftrareline whaa a hay: Herseback and "feetbaek" ha, hh. V# aithar had ta wait ar 

sL-sr^^rr'SSr £~r* ,10 ° - 1125 *“ a — -—— «• ■£- 

Iwt 1 ^ l '\**?’* D *" t#r fiX * d U klQd * f a “ #t » r « “ *»£CT. Ha ran 

fi«d it i ^r mr ; ' *”“* a f#V t1 "* 8 * er * “ Klk I e*ess ha 

ta ran that Wer, Ha had »«a« kind af a staarla C arraa«a»at .^1 t d 
saan hla once ar twice-—aayh* 3 tiiae. ’ * Q 

Hr» t r*r.^Iad*Il d tI«*iia lt / WI, *r” r a!- hU1 2 Mi£hW thay y.n.d "l.ak th. 

tarsa ra. aff tad ta tara away frara tna W te y aad tha .«{{? ia still spine yat Laak a t it 
eainr yat (prahahly an appreptlate Jake far the> ta tell.. ea that aacaaiaa “>) 

* * * \ 

tb* 7 ** T * tb **- M f firit tele phase was are.nd aayha k 190b ar\ Peapla 

< t'w* i l T waadarfal whaa ve'lad tha phase pat la «.d as a aha at 12 miles .way" 

H a“T .uJ” ” k#d £1* "’\T T U U * ar vir- f uJd*SL 

4i ?Ttl f?. ; P ^“ fl wus ‘ ^ « k » a J» Y*a aaald^TT^lr af saaas far 

$ 1.25 that i east $6 ar $8 new. Ceffee aaat.... wa said oaffaa a t 12 aants aad 15 east a 
When we started the stare. Haw it ease $1 ta $ 1 . 25 . $ , laaT ~aaid far ahawt $4 a barrel ia 

t^ T Waa W * rtb tfe «* 1 « «« a« wall a ft tha. a. 

Had.. 

PS Dad's children ware: Ida Usrri.d H2 Jahn Jahnsaa ead tha. Will Certain! rui.t 

irie^f^wt^r^nas^Sut^^ 8 !»T l r r0Wff ° f ArWl *>- Cr.ola’vh. died 
a* s v X “ * 18 ’* 31188 " f Sl a t y*rk, Paml ( wha Married 7e.da Lewe af iaekhann.n -« d 

•' . . .—■ - “ d 




















Hi-tor* th. 31.tyf.rt .jrj.. 5*0!* !.■>.»■»» ■ t«p.« U-jg-tf. «. BtTT^ 

1 “u« ?• rsS^IT 1 ;: 

' EESSH r ; : -- — ' 

«■ ...... ..-nriesSL :;rvV^; zdM *• "•* 

r&Jsrs: W * 

J»»™P It oat iat. oar cars. That was a »r^tfcvi r l C V hld ° rdla «T P**P* ia order ta W 

sasoathinc woalerful. (DaYe- vhat aboat' that *£?*** J* S#t * la,e * ¥ " t^Ufht it was ■ 

th. fi rat ti-f) n „»‘t£i e 2 til ^J^pSSlliSi. rti* way did it cam. 1. bar. . 
co as thramth and Wilt tfa “ 1W '“J^olFhcaanty. Dr. Worth was tba first ta 
Min £ .| at s™ Si. ££J 1 * 1 * 7 '™ ° n ! * Dr * S-S-* Ota.) and on. at 

Kinrnt.n -..rib. .«,!«, t L*« r ! S!”." 1 ** ““ ftfff p - ll »«» •*»*«, , 

=.n K»u.t.. „.. H „. y w . ...i/'iW" o ”c lT\:HL";t L B ‘ V ” y " 

aparatars ta call far as v«« fv.« „v,- .. ,. " ta,r *. »*t didn't bars any recnlar 

a contract with seme of 4ia ..awla at^Marlint^ ** thr *** h U Marl *“*«». And they had 

hriufin^ tha’jlina thron^ht ta Karlintan Tas I t>* m ** h “ 0n * r ^ Dr - Haworth for 

(ik thr. ? Elkina I h. 1 1 1 flr8t ■*«“■ <>“ * f 

this w4ty Instead of down GrotnhMor RiTor) I dnJ* I*’ J* # ! b * r "* rds thi 1U# ran 
want an dawn thranfh Greenbrier canntT and 1. ° 4 °* 1#nc lt wa8 ¥,f#r# fcl >» Ha* 

- -not vary Ion* aff.r tL\ flL I!f \ f * ala V> thV%Uk lh * haad of *»«*ontas c.mnty- - 

. «* riiis* 1 & 5 a is • as- - 4 3 f 

0 hollaw ion*t it "T I aaid "no tha wlr* i an it\ n * * r 11, aa T ia C The wire ia 

9 k.rdlj- V.U.T. u..t, in a th.; v.r. „ Mr^ 1 *^ 1 * “* ^ “* ld 

a aan* and ha»d aint aa^rano and I«d a in#; tanor w th * Praaehar want ad ta ain^ 

nsir^s :u.r£r -or ~ t rE 
IKS ssia ta -,,' h ?;; ‘”.ri: js 

tSty coSr^ 1 ^ *W ut8r °“* r ” h ^ « aida,t 

.TSt*? “J 1i - p, ' rty " "4£f« r ”:" r -.,^r;;) di s:" 

k.clc thtr. «°th. ioantiiaf) ?*” “ ,01 klU ' r " r flr ” dkkr— 

u Jij (+ * ai “ iald that 9 one of ®j doer to a' to kd Hod I ^ 

ilo didn't caro a^cwt urtklilin#' it wt u io u ^ ^ * ^niAia,, i ooiioro. && 

"TiTi ss. 1 :: iH I y "“.“iJ‘i "i rt ; 

S^Hr> i *-m ^ wiH KB r“ 

ssr 3 ! ; f ^ 

► I ^e«. I iiillf a!!r,if th * lilB “ W&9 40 h * V * d y* klUT) If th. Unit was da 40 
1 ffaasa I tilled aamathiat laaa that that, ha. ha, I miaasd several thoaan w.n ir 

1.. r. h.l-h t. t«. .. ,. ert-t. tak. U d„. (,.,. It) f .* r £ 

»o., ... t tak. .. t. ..„t .ac h... .. fln.d ! ta, ,.. j.., d , v ,, i[ . 
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ories A Z istbffy of the Slatyfb rk »W ,Va, Sharps by L.D.Sha rp ,taped 12-25-^9 age 8? & 6 

9 T«r tb«r« in court that you klll*d 13?) Ha p ha, wall if I want before him I'd hm e te say 
/| it, 1 won't swar# to a 11a, ha, (Bay*: how u±h many did you kill last year?) I dij&'t 

y get any last year, I only cot 2 squirels. I had to go to tha hospital ( prostata operation ] 

and X didn't grt ta taka a stand far a deer, 3a I mis sad last year, I had the priviledge of 
shooting at ana this year, but it stopped la a big patch of trash—too thick ta gat tha 
b bullet through ta it, I thought 1 right kill it anyway, hut missed, And my gnj got claggad 

" mp (jammed) and 1 couldn't gat anp other shats aid it gat away, What is that flyii^ ever 

there? Violet t I saw a robin out there, (Bara; yes it is. It's Dec. 26th) It flew dawn 
in the pathway and mp In that traa and than flaw oyer in tha garden, (Dave: Violet, da yam 
know this gentleman flitting here? who is hat) ( Violet : Vail, this is my father, my Tery 
devoted father) {Dad proudly laughed, ha, ha, ha,) (Dare: how many ©hrikt Biases have yam 
stent) 3DCJMMCX3S1IXX(Violet: X just can't say that, I'd rather net, but it's lean several, 

2mt this is tha first Christinas I've been in hare since 1917. 40 years since I've been to 
Slatyferk,for Christmas.) D?td: You saa, the reason flhe doesn't want te tall her age, she 
lost hmr husband and leaking fw another t ha, ha, ha, (Violet; well it'd be awful hard te 
find anyone as good as he was. So I think they're very scarce), (Dave: how many of your 

kids were in hare this time, all ef tbmT) Well there was Violet from Richmond, 7a,; Paul 

from Texas, Iran and Genevieve and the ir m a from Charleston, aid 3i living here with me, 

IT's gxu a great joy of having them with me fkr the Christmas holidays and celebrate the 
birth of Christ, It's been about the most enjoyable belli days T've ever spent, I think* 

It's ping tei be very sad with them going out tonight and along in a few days—next week. 

It mkdee it very sad te har e them to leave us. We pray tbs Lord ta taka care af them. 

We commit them in ta Sis hands ta taka them back safely to their plaee af abode or living*™ 
where they work t* make a livitg , We're awful glad to have them, I cannot express in words, 

I can hardly think about it without shedding tears. If thpy all left at om time, I don't 
believe I could stand it. Some are going t a night aand temarrow and next week. They'll 
drop off gradually and I'll live it ttraugh, but it's hard t# give th m up. We'd like them 
te stay on and on, like we used ta have them around eur fireside and eur house, and wa 
enjoyed their presence day in and day cut, Tha way circumstances are, they're scattered 
far p and at wa' ra certainly thankful te the goad Lard that they have bean with us ami 
| giving them health and strength to make the Journey—coming in te see eld Dad and km meet 
" together and be together, I can't express in words hew I appreciate it, (Violet: you kmew 
Dave and Sylvia are here to#,) Oh, pardon me ( Jr. was handling this machine (tape recorder) 
and I forgot, ha p ha f ha, I call him Jr, Dave and Sylvia pardon me. Thesis sea many af 

them I have so many children, ha, ha. ha . I think of them as much as any af my children. 

That was just a slip of my mind, I was past 21 on my last birthday, so you may knew wj^ 

I'm just forgetful—being that old—past 21, If you ask hew much past that , I was'87 the 
8th day of June, last June, 8? years and 6 months, since I came into this world. Don't 

semm but a efa ert time. Don't* seem but a few years since I meed te go to school up there 

at tha top of the hill—about 80 years age,,(school across old road from cemetary)—when 

I was first g> log te school-past 30 years ago when I first went te school. But it don't 

seem but a short tiae. So if any of ymk hearing me talking, If you think you'll live te 
be old and it 1 11 be a long time far life. But It'll slip by before you knew it, if 

1-erd spares your life, it'll be over before you know it, St it doesn't sea long since I 

went te school and lived with my metis r and dad and sisters. But according to nature end 
all, like that, I c an't expe ct te be here that much longer, 3# the*main thTng^I^think is 
far each cue af us ta live far ,,. far wa are told that *,,,, 

**** when least expected, and we find that is true. When one of our loved anas who gars 
suTin Just moments of time, so many people dying of heart trouble, and one way or another, 
(Diva: what's going on?) (Ketta, said: wa*ra fixing ta eat phesant) (all laughing and talk¬ 
ing at one time) (Violet: Bet your fingers out of there (apparently they were weighing 
themselves on a patjf of bathroom scales) Dad: He's recording all that, (Ketha: Dave 
what are ye- dolngT){ Genevieve: he's record!ng^-we'll play it back.) (Ketim: I metgtt 
weigh 135) (Genevieve: I da too.) (Dave: Hew much de you weigh Paul?) ( Paul: I weigh, 
with this heavy underwear s-nd shoes 219 lbs.) (Genevieve; Violet wants te voi|Ji her shoes.) 

| (Dave: Haw muc is that Lila?) (Lila; 140 even) (Dave: Game on Violet, coupon Helen) 

- (Genevieve; come on Si # Dave , Evan ...(Da^e hew much de you wei£ Evan?) 

(Evan: 155) ** ****•«.*»> (Helen? 126) mere talking, (31 ie now playing piano 

ever in the parlor. It's far from recorder so lew velumn on the recorder) 
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•Merles & hl« ery i to* tilatyferc , W.¥a . Sharp 1 s by L..U. Sharp . ta pad 12-25-59 aga6? &. 6,»•. 
(Dare: Dad, lets get soma r•cardiac of yeur singing, Whan did you start?) Wall 
I started singing whsn I was 12 years old. My father, sen t my si stars Ella. halijida and ' 
myself to a singing school . Wa want ta tws terms. I forgat Who tha prafassar was that 
taught tha singing schoel, up at tha old log school house ha low Mary's Chapa 1 Church (an Sit), 
That was tha only ehuroh on Elk, Thay had tha singing, preaching service and all tha 
meetings im this aid schoal house, And after thay had tha school^ clasad, thay decided ta 
lat tha leaders carry on the singing. So thay decided electing leaders far 3 months. Am d 
in electing, thay elected Bob Gibson and Ella Hannah (maybe father of Russell Hannah?) and 
Carry Jacketn and Sa ra Gw Inn and L. D. Sharp,"just a bay 12 years aid. Sa I had mar# narra 
than I had brains, ha, ha, So want ahead just tha sane. It case my tarn, Z renumber 
it as well as if it were yesterday whan I want up on the platform ta lead tha singing. My 
knees shnech sa, I could hardly keep them from bumping together and it was hard far ms 
ta stand on tha flaar,. I was awful bashful. Bat I'ts kept an singing all these many 
Y* arB * 1 1 m 8? years aid tha 8th day of Jana, and I'to boon leading choirs ever sines 
a bay 12 years eld. And new it has no effect on me, I 1 re bean bafara a few thogsaid 
people leading ear chair from Slatyfark, Va're had a good many chair s in tha last 60 
yaars and we're had soma awfal good ones. It daasn't ake no afraid hr narraas er aytting, 

I can go bafara these thousands as wall as I coaid , or batter than I could whan I was 
12 years old among my own friends and neighbors. (Dave: haren't you bean superintendent 
Sunday Schaal many yearsT) Oh yas, I was superintendent and taught Sunday School. I'rc 
gona ta church every Sunday I was able te go that I remember of since I was *uite a 
small oaild. Whan I was toe small ta go, of course my mother und dad took me. Thay ware 
bsth derated flr.ristians. And they'd taka me to church whan I was sa small. I baliara 
in that sa mu<h , Tha Bible says bring up a child whan it is yaung and whan it's old it 
won't depart f*#m it. Tha trouble today is that sa many people don't pay any attention 
ta their children. Just left them grow up among all kinds of charcters and it's bringing 
it's results ta mast of Lha yang aaapla. So many of than ara going astray.. 

I enjoy life, even at my age. I'd like to lira on, if it's tha Lard's will. But I know 

according ta nature I can't lira many mora years, I'to thought orar it a let* of times_ 

several years. Three scare and ten, but if it is his will I'd lima to lira just forever, 
even though I hare lets of trials and troubles and disappointments and sorrows. Yet. I i,-yf 
enjoy Ufa. But I know it's batter on beyend. (Lara : your :i Sait^s name was Bill?) William. 
(Dsra: haw much of^this ground did ha own around Slatyfark—most of it?) Wall. Grandfather' 

°W¥*d about 2,000 acre s, ;,nd then ha bought tha place far Harmon Sharp (at U» forks / 
of Elk RiTer, Big Spring Creak and Lawral Run running off Gas lay ‘iSuiraljiT. My mother and W 
father sold lire stock and halpad joay dor it. Ha premised to.bey them a farm where it 
vas lava 1 . Instead he bought him a tract of land just across the hill from where he 
livad--sareral hundred acres, but it was all in jreen timber. And my father had te 
ge in thmt grean timber i:iid c lear out fiel ds ta lay aut his earn and wheat, oats and 

things that took care of us through life-food. My mother made clothes and by fathar 

made eur^shaas and we had an awful hard time of it, but~v«^id“^iifty te eat sueh as * 

It didn't hare aay canned fruit. It was all dried apples and dried berries, but 

they dried an awful lot of fruit. We didn't know what a can was, I didn't see a can <£& 

tb * teday. But there was nething batter than a d ried ap ple 

fit, wt likto tha way wt had to 11 to, V# tnjoytd it at mu mh as w« do aow tith all our 
cenrenitnees, automobiles, etc. (Dare: what kind of lights did yeu use?) Wo had cart, las 

^ *** ^^~^** & ^*3/ ^ I atai tallo w. Th*/ Lad candlo m ends_aakds 

sii caadlts at a Urn*. , And wt thought we had a wonderful li^ht when ont'had a caidlt 

II , \ The F ^ flint* "back in aay tarlitr days, where you had a flint rock and they Lad i 

sifuuk (seft dead fith wood in and they would strike that flint and it knocked v 

sparies in that spunk and set it a fire and get the fire s tarted that way, and my fatherK^T „ 

and mother had little twists of payer on the mantle that they'd reach and ^at one of them ^ 

and put it in the fire and light their candle with it. We didn't have the conveniences 

of this day and time. (Due: did you hare to make your own sugar?) We made our own 

sugar*. My father and mother told us when wo made it, we had to~make. I think it was 

a 100 pounds of mawle sugar end then we could have the rast of it made up in molasses 
nc we children would work hard because we liked the molasses so well we'd get that”100 

l*s qi flucar, V,® hid ta have that keftrt thers was a&y molaases m.at 
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Stories & History of th ^Sl^t vfork , VT^Va . S harp' s by L,D, 5 hara , taped 12-25-59 &£« 8? & 6 mo, 
(Davr: what about mineral rights on the land?) Yes, I own the mineral rights* It'd 
never been sold, My father gave hOO acres: 200 to Ell a and ZOO to Kal inda, Klla (soIdjJ r 

her mineral rights. On her piece of land there >,as an alum rock and there were nwgets 
that looked like gold or silver. They may become valuable seme day, (That alum rock 

is a fe* 100 yards above the 51a re line en Slatyferk, Grrec, Just across the creek and 

u* against the <ank about 20 feet*), but she Male sold the land. Bat she may have ke}ji the 
mineral rights, (D.?.ve: Dad, --about the old mil l down here. Did you have it built?) 

Uncle Sam Oik sol and Tetric k a rr^an named Te trick . They got the land off of Uncle 
Shfcrp. He gpve them the land to Wild the mill* And didn't charge them a penny fo 
^hey built the mill and then ran it for a good v v ile and they had an rt up and down” saw 

attached . They sawed a lot of lumbe-r there. They had a place to r un tip logs, and 

they could saw^luanker. And could grind their grists if they wanted to*. Finally at 
last, Bri ce Griffin bought it off of them for Just a song and he ran it for 10 or 15 
years, I expect # Couldn't grind over 15 bushels in a day 1 a time. When the/ first had 
the contract the :nan who put the mil] up contracted, guaranteed to grind so much an hour. 

They ground flo^r .. The old mill rocks are down there yet, laying out on ti» grouid, 

—The core rocks and the flour rocks, (ih.ve: didn't Willie Gibson have a key for it and 
worked there?) He may have , Brice Griffin died, In his Will it was to be__so Id and 

the irmey to be *iven to his mother. . Bthers hid against me, I didn't want anyone to get 

in there that was undesiresble and it was up to me to kuy that land kack. The Mill was 
was goad down from the few years standing there. It wasn't used any more and it cost me 
< 530 tugat thiit piece of land tia^t Uncle Hugh Stop gave to Uncle 5am Gi bson aiKi Tetriek, 

I've given that land to Silas Shur*. V (Daves did you run the mill some yourself?) 

No, I never, I bad it run, I t;ke that kack, I £et old man liken and his son Charlie 
to remodel that mill. I’m forgetful, I bought 53 kushel/s of wheat from Sam Moere at 

Edray and I ground all that wheat into flour. And I ground corn te meal, I didn't 

-rind any for other people* I have had Brice Grif fin run it a while before he died, 

L ut i'm forgetful (he couldn't have had Brice , as Brice died and it was sold at auction 

lo Hud — T) I lid n't grind for otl* rs. You got a gallon eat of a bushel for toll (for 

grinding it) So it didn't pa; me to grind for others, (Lave: was it Henry Gilson's 
ffather, Sail Glkson that built it?) Yes, he and T*trick v, , they built the first 

mill. There was a earn will over at where B arney Shows I ter lives (Bill iibsem place 
across the creek from the church,) Andy Hannah, took It ov*r from his father John Hannah 
who h< d it built. He ran it for ye^rsT f remeifier taking com there to ffiud. 

(Dave: did you kuy any mill stones?) ?es, I bought from old man McLaughlin who had 
a inill fer 40 years, I reckon* There's where i got the last corn stone and the f.eur 
stone—I bought from old inan George McLaughlin ov*r above Marlinton, Had tnem hauled 
over h nd had Elb on's out theca on the mill to grind. They cost several huhdred dollars 
(cfw) shipped from foreign countries—JJrance. But I didn't pay much for them, they 
were doing him nd good, I got them v^ry cheap. If someone wanted %q put in a mill 
they'd be just first class—corn meal and fleur. People and times a re buy too fast 
now, you knew, te step to grind any corn. 
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Thou « hts ea! Advice— 1 Taued of L.D.Sharp $-29-59 by Paul L. Sharp (**#*, . 
. ,. ^ l —Dec. 1980-Ee-taped on Cassette and tyued by Dare Shari 

4 ! «!“nlH*T^ n y! f 1^:^—r and 7 ^- t ’ D * d w * a aBk * < tB Bin « all(i did: » When the Sail A 4 
' T 7 etB Ba * Ber - °* tap.: Si played seme geed |U a» aut le ^ 

W *V? 7 * ara old " hen m * Ead * Bnt “ ea(j ay twe .later. ta a singing achail ^ 
Thar iilietld^iff * ?° ® ohBBl "* they ilected what they called char*a leader*. 

littlJ iTi T? « °™ 9 *!" 3 B<lnthB ' and ln electing the affine. they elected the 

the llZirlli V * 1 ?rS f *w Utle k * 7 *“ 8 L * D * 3kan> * Tt * firBt tiM ' 1 «"t up he far a 
tta^llfr ^ h r* 1 ! ? " 7 kn<e “ fr °* cla *P ln « ‘.getter. I could hardly .tan* 

I "warn* elect »ii f " 7 tkr " ■ entkB ** d wh « 14 «« Matte p tan (tip.) 

? *" air ‘’ I'»_R? years aid and I've been singing and leading grauus af singers 

CT.ll It 9 oil itat 8 • ld,,and * lnce tkat tia * « Bln e tB different »utle.„ taking Z 

*[ ”: At one itate sang eerrice they said there were 15,000 peeple there and getting 

Effect u a eW.* n r ea “ ,nB ^ ^' 8 * 7 •««* 00 « I set s. it d.«n«f ter.'any 
v, 1 \ f* f * TC larfe ca; « r e^*atl«aB because I have been used te it I aften 7 

and T k ' de ^ ndad entirely an the Slatyferk chair. Wa eat a great deal of praise 

T h n » t praud of eur frame of si ngers because they did a gaod job. I lave ta sine 

I 'l*'**l "'"l* t. sing after this life is aver. I *. thf best I can her! 

her Ten withal? tBthf day that 1 cen really sine when I jsin the choir in 

heaven with the angels, {Knowing Dad and his intense l#ye af music that is exact!v wh.r 

with "the Ringing. Kl'llV.ll U^eral U J.^-hai.^^ 1 ^!^^ 

in** ^ wh&t w ° aid h *" L at « r if n i<riirpi«te! ntaV^at^wber 1 !™^ 

‘l 1 ?; "■•»_*•»'* tat ...»t tal f, .. s.os.y I, Z 

* V* * rlad vk * n w * ^tired when tke day cam# to a dost that my math** (i 

\l Y littla^rarer^ * V l°i ?d ** V *“ r * raj * rB kBf «r« ga'ta sad" aid va'd 

T “T littla prayers, as children eannanly are tauglt : "naw I lay me dawn ta si#** 

I vt tk. L.rd jr ihU t. r,.., .ri If I ,M 1 dlf .rf,r": : “ !» M 

aid 8 ra ta*pr*id # ef thlt ^s^’ ** ] Ba J ned to kBnd ,ur to™_k*aes whlla we were ca yaung, 

, f “ at * BB ^ rBlld Bf 6lr Mrly training. The Jlhle says: Irinc u. a 

U" W ^d !?■ llIT!* *^!rf the W * y l # * #Uld 8nd V ' hea U i# ^ d U aiU nBt dBB «^t fra. 

L3 tmi ts lfye f^ air!^* n t r8 „ I* Winff th " St * ?8 ° f tiWir ■* tWr « d tkBlr 

we attended duL I! *!f *^ist, and it gives me great joy ta think af the great hea.cs.ings 

b! V l I >aS ? ye ^ B ^ m " 7#ar * But I,m lBBkln « fB ™* rd tB th. day whef 
we 11 hsre a great he.ece.ing that will he warth whlla (—that we'll all aeet tegether at 

llTtK2 .fr € '~~ 9i 9 ^ lif * 18 8T8r * T * at,n ^ greatest jay ef anything a «r..n 

llolTd ?. r 'V °T r ^ lr CfcildrBI1 t# Charck ' QB7er the. as they should he 

It hSta « f «" 11 * tB . a * “*y a « 12 at Slatyf.rk who never attend church. 

U hurts me that the uarer.ts w« id bring up children sa lrreverant , net to leva their Lard 
and .aster while they'r. veung. 3. I'm certainly tta*kful ttet oy Children Zl Tu J 

at^n^H^ Tl :“V^ lr ° ld ^ BVA 1,TCd #nfS h * r *’ Tke7 haTea,t k « n ak le ta esse all 
Eefar* S?!‘ , S *"1 EetlKSnd ViB let arB now and. others have been coming, 

lefare this, Juniar (D P ye) and his wife and Ivan and his family and Will Curtain (Ada's 

..usband) t» B been In visiting us. 3a we certainly da appreciate.the t. One thing we grieve 
about is that they take such a short stay and we hate te see them leave us witheut 
st Wing l.nger with us-fsr we e. joy their ca .many .. much. As I understand it Paul and 

thev^e \T / T 9lt * UleftT * “ 10 tke M#rnlne and lt * Bk * B « f«l «ad’tLt 

y re leaving us. We’ll be very lonesome after they leave b excuse the™ a 
company ta wa. leave, ■ excuse theyre been such 
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'aul: what about your father ate. “e was in trim «m >. 

Dad: ha. ha. He'd dan* no crime or anything like that ta get in orison, ha. Pao 1 
think he had done a terrible crime. No, It was the tine of the Civi 1_War. Be was living 
in his hear, livi ng a quiet life, harming nebpdy. The fiehel soldiers cane and eaptnred 
him when he was Just in his prime ef life. Ie really wasn’t en either side. The aeeple 
didn't knew which side they should join at the beginning er out-break ef the war. So 
they teok him te arisen and he seryed ?3 months and 24 days in Salisbury . N. C. where they 
starred thousands te death. I had ? uncles who were killded during the Civil War, lernard 
Luther, and *enry. Luther was only 16 years sld and the Rbbel seldlers came running down 
the valley and his mother yelled smt "link out, yonder comes the rebel seldlers"and this 
bey took te the hill back of our (this) house and only 16 years sld . Old Jake Simmons 
was following behind the greue of soldiers that were running down the valley and he shot 
t.nis 16 year ell bey and killed him. It was the same time they captured my father anl took 
him to arisen. The ether two beys were in the army when they were killed. One was a 

rebel and the ether wae a yeankee. (Dad may have told ue one ether time he wasn't sure one 
wac a rebel) . 

Paul: Tee were right here on the bord er between the North aid South, aid your family 
tried te remain nmutral and couldn't do it. Dad: And they really didn't knew. ir T . 
heard them say: at the time when it (war) broke out they didn't know whioh side they 

should join'. —seme of them. My grandfather (William) was a republican_afthe he last 

so many (inafading Luther) of the family In the war and bedause ef hew my father (Silas) 
suffered as he did in prison. They were Republicans dyed in the bleed—they surely were 
Republicans all thsir liTes. 

Grandfather Sharp (William) and grandfather lannah(David) —their ferepmrents same frem the 
I- Th * y W#re IrUi * G * r “ n &nd Hy grard mother could almost trace 

, S *^, Ada “* Sb * atUn U “* t,ld tke * «w here. We've 

5 W kin ^ 8 af * laad Bl; * ed in veins—Irish. German and English. During the first 

orld ar^when they were so down on the Germans I said te a travel!« salesman: "I'vs 
gst some German bleed in me. what do you think ef Amt?" Ie 'iild7 _ That“Ts pretty bad 
bleed, pretty bad blccdl" ha. ha. By 

6 W L nt r?. in yierida end traveled quit* a bit. I've been here 87 year e the 3th 

. a*?*’ V? 1 thaDk tht 10 * d lard far takla « c * re « down through the years. 

I ve had troubl. and dl saspel st meats . I've been only te one dance in my life 

*“* ** C * fc V V# * 8kauld keep good cenpany: A girl I*d been corresponding with was 

a. pretty.. y.’Jpay, a speckled pup. ha. and she cam. IT my heme, rode a hers, urn h.^e- 
r * d ? k ' r !‘ * a *k tk*. Hb automobiles. even me buggies, arsi m ersuadod ms t# 

P *H 1 ^ * * d ‘ n ”* S * 1 warlt ° ff ** *• tkm d »ncs (sn Elk), and the ee^le frem 

daie^I Ihm S°!t 7 gathered to Elk, a certain section of Elk. They called it pr*trafted 

i Llll * aaa ^ ed * there were 36 ee.pl. there, and were healthiest ee.ple iftii 
county I never saw such a time in all my life and I never exeect ts s ee n.r want ts 

17 1 £ 7* U * Tnlk * ab,ut dr l^iS« I A follow played a ban*. . Answer ,Hayed l 

w«.^d. il m r r *• 1 rt, d r ak dui4of tke ai ** “* 1 “■ * in * &r ^ trvi t. 

his'f“tnT r t! # *5/ 11 % befar " and thra ««h «t h is fee t aiA I fell ever 

I Il« HI 71 ! W ° f 18 * 0h * 1 was “^shamed ef ttmti 

... T in * n ae - I had ts hold her. I didn't fall clear te tlm floor 

been called i^l !? ^, l * that * Tery ona af % that was there thit night has 

t a f ornlty, I m the only ene that the Eerd seared a life. I glue credit ta 

0 ve'aJ f ^ Care llT tkr# ^ ^ ^ r8 * 1 , r 

£/lZliv aav^medlclne £ 7 * d ° Ct ° r aay cl " er thai1 -i^^h.y 

U nVo.L v ■odlcine, S. when we were sick the eeople in the country would give us 

J r-Tu" 11 UUlfl W ^ keir 69 & I ^rer even ts.t.d !. IM a L 

k« ».««* 4 =ny thu . H.„ j.l.t. The/ ..11 the. i.er earleri .ad I h«r 

E: F SHrS> 

3fty “ y Uf *‘ 1,B al> °< Kbtty strong at my age 

VfJPft eut ef fhat °I*» gc^ng't.^sV *** Moated « (prostafthT) but 1’ve ’ 

‘if J11 t f • 

*>,?> V 
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We are told that death comes a thief In the night, when least expected. So we are commanded 
to he ready and not wait till deatlT'ooaee.'” ffeauit have #n the weddfefc garments, lave eur 
lamps trimmed, and ready to enter into the marriage feast. Me matter when the summons comes 
we should he ready, Tnat'e my advice te e very Individual and net wait till they are eld 
te accept Qnrist, Because after they get to he 50 or 60 years eld it ie almost impossible 
to get any one te change their lives. It seems the elder they get* the harder it is te 
amend their lives, Se I si ns it on ear ext s te bring children up the way they should ge ,~ 
take them to church—net send them. Take them te church every Sunday and live elese te 
a Christian live. Let their influence live in the family they art bringihg up. 

Paul: What about the roads ud in year days, ? 

Dad: We had mud reads. Weren't very wide and were kept up by eaeh farmer whe worked 
4 days a year in order te keep up these reads. We had no buggies. Meat seoolc had wage ns 
because they had te ge to Millbore (7a) about 60 miles fer salt and reefing and supplies. 
There wasn't sny salt er auger te amount te anything (here) and they went te Millbere, 

They (hit parents) had mills and ground the wheat pee pie grew and ground floor. Women 
these days wouldn’t try to think about making light bread out of £ flour like we had te 
live on. It was the best ve could do. I owned a mill after I grew into manhood. (Last 
used about 1920, Remains can still be seen —1980-- submerged dam-leg, reck foundation 
axil the reek sldi-dam,) 

Paul: In the east you’ve talked about inventions, trana sort at ions in the early days. 

Dad: Well, back in my boyhood days when there wasn’t a buggy In the country and I was one 
of three whe bought the first automobile bought in Pecahortas county, (k 19 tfy Stud obake r)ft 
(The euameled license plate in the store window phsslbly may have been the plat e for it??) 

I remember the first bu ggy that was bought by my brother-in-law, I bought a surrey--* 
tw* wheel surrey* the first conveyance I ever had* k good many people don't know wfe t a 
surrey was. It had two wheels and a skeleton seat, big eneoghfc for two people te ride 
in and we thought we had a wonderful way te amve alei< with a one horse, I went about 40 
er 5^ mile* te where a man was advertieipj snd selling these surreys and buggies. I rede 
a horseback: to ge get it with the harness on the horse (te be ready to pull it when X he 
get there) and I had that until my first courtship, ha. ha. 

There were ne telephones in the county. I was one of the first te hare a telephone. There 
were 2 er 3 in tfe county when the Hues get t hrough first—just te try it out, (I believe 
that Dad la another taping said that Marl 1st on had no thanes, and they pt their shorn i 
after the line was brought through from Randolph County by Slatyferk. It was extended on te 
Edr^y and Marliaten, There were probably->ue or two la the Linweed area before the line 
get down te Slatyferk, First ones in the eeuntyTt) Someone whe came to my heme one day 
and I was talking 12 miles te 6^_£: Metre’* stere at Edraj. They had ene. One fellev 
said te me: "lew de yen get the message ever the line to Hr. Moore’s store? Th e wire i* 
*™pe*. iea't it T* ha, ha T I said: ■» ne it isn’t helLmp^ ha. ha. Ie the\«hit we were 
talking threugh a hellew tube ever the telepheme wire. r *^ 

We had ne do ctor any closer thai 23 mile*, ffe hospitals. If anyene get sick T —most mall 
the farmers^ had different kinds of teas. They had teas for different sicknesses. 

They had pSnerall tea and different names fer teae they fed. My matter (Sarah) fed a 
half a dozen different kinds ef tea hanging up there (attic?) dried, and If any on get 

sick —she was a great Jiand at going te visit the lick. She’d geather ups seme ef these 

teas aid take with her, — 

(JekeT?) When I was fe quite small we had three changes ef feed a day. We had Bread 
and meat fb r breakfast. Meat and Bread Mr dinner* and both of" them for supper, ha. ha. 

We enjoyed life l I believe better than today. We geuld ge out and catkk a basket full ef 
fish in a few hours, end there were plenty ef deer and wild turkeys te galore, hnd bear, 
plenty of tfen— tee many ef them. They killed oar sheep. They did mere harm than good. 

But I velieve people were better satisfied. They'd ge visit a home and stay all day, 
and families would come te visit# my father and moth r and stay all day. There waeue 
rush, and new if they ge and stay Just a little while in their attemebiles, they’re up 
and gene. We’re living in a fast age and many are lasing th 4 r lives by living ta Ms 
age ef automobiles. 
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History, Starlae, Thoughts and Adyile — Taaed of L.D.Sharp 9-29-59 hy Paul 3 hnr p 

Be-tased on Gas set to end tyaed D«o. 1930 hy Daye Sh-rp 
We rsde on horseback. 1 did ny first courting riding horseback. 

Paul: Sew did yea caurt riding Keraeback? 

Dad: *a, Ha. Well, I mniaged to jet an awful nice wife—year natkr, a preacher', 

daughter (Laura Msrgan) I foaled her and jet one af the heat girls la the esuntry far a 
wife. 1 give credit ta my children far being what they are ta a great extent far haying 
such a wnderful notter . She was a preacher's daughter. I don't talc# any credit. I jIt# 
ino3t af the credit ta their Bother. Her father was a Methodist circuit rider. le rad# 
horseback. He didn't hare any buggy. He araaahed at nine different apnointueots (country 

IV t l 7 ! tWree * U ” d at Edrajr * (lH 3aMe > re9eRt P»r«na«. building) 
„ t 8 , t# f id “ kor8 ^a« lf * r ret ta his churches. It lasts like they'd (clrcnlt riders) 
fl t T r ! ¥ard tk * n * lriiste r» tsday whs stes la an autonobile and a few .1 notes 

f« h#2s I»*ilsIt I TJZ* !!?/! i * rck) -“ e * hi. charge. O.uld da It in a 

.».r " *'*' * “ lf * *** . .. ** »ILK-«y 

Panl: what" did - you say y#u went ta Nlllbara farT 

Dad! u’.!!? 4 U MlUk,r * t# e et talt . *»* »*ch things as that. There was ns salt 


ln ^i* area. 

- * l “*“ *“ *• "illHor., I with Unci, tog a* —ttar f.U«. 


kT 


t# take his horses and wanted ae ta go along. I was 12'yea rs aTd am It'd take 




fa 


? 1 — 1 ***** ?! had 8 — t8 ** rry #ur lun « h ln Bn(! w «'4 «leen ont at nights 

When night cane sn we'd drlye ta the side af the road and can. oyer till nornlng We took 
feed ta feed aur horses. It tsok us a'saut all week for this wagsn trip. Didn't hare any hn 
h^ ff les. There was no otter way of conreyance. 7 ** 

(Dad told me,(Dare), a story that was nst recsrded sntape aheut this trip, when they 

te?r d a l l 71r * ini *. and when they pulled a trick-joke'sn hia* I nay 

tell It elsewhere in this hoeklet Veing eemeiled.) 44 £*** it, ^ y t- 1 

f ell ^ oad caae through Mountain Orore (Vs)-they thought they'd like 

"Lm life to LL ' ! ^* ywent 10 tke *« d «tor when the train pulled up and said: 

whit ^ W < ’ u ^ ter,s *» rth ° f ride" The conductor knew they didn't knew 

the. II f/'r taLc * n e “ * aut Ra3 r«ve then a quarter's worth of ride, ha. he took 

• a lesson' Thl^I *1 I*** th *“ 3 ^ to V&lk kaolc - ka * ha * Wel1 taught then 

a lesson. They knew not ta take orar a dlne's worth of ride tte next tine ha 

th i el I e T ? Care * f thelr h8ra8a *il- tkpy were^ganl; 

Pauli, Dad, you re seen a lot of new th ings—inrantions... 

5ft c^*flir;k hard T f T r 8 J 8 ’ T I rode the first olanes 

^ that came Into the county at the County Pairs. One fallow cane ln there aid nade auite’a tt 

fid.I tVZZ irr t#rBl , ne ( - SCOtt7 "* He ' d «* +****• and take a drink het!een 

plflle Lild 12 S*; V / 1Ued ;i 0hi# * tantia *. --I flying under a bridge.) 

an iLI rif W l t J k * a Tlde 0Ter th * t#WI1 >f M»rliutan and sane tine* .ratty wall 
of^IIIInglls 0 r ’ ^ a<>t *** ^ ¥eoau ” h * v “ ted ta get hack ta get another lead 
Paul: Did yau like ta fly? 

Dad. \ did 1 Paul: W8Uld liT« new than hack when you were a hay? 

Dad. I really hell ere va had Bare real enjaynent than we da today—eyan with all the 

nren lana, telephone, TV, radio People are not satisfied tsday. We're looking for nara 

lrlTH\T rr \°” {U W6B ° rediated ^ 1 bought stuck ai«t fLt 

klL L U f : ( f° 70U "ythine ta say new haf.re yau sing far us? Dad: Well 

I kt Z to . thoaf wh0 listen ta thia, he good and 11 ye fran dav ta day as * 

him Ld^m d ‘ tnanful. Realise where aur g.od hlessings cone fra.-Jod. T^st U 

5id-^.lTt2 Tiul If £ L f‘ U l : T ThanlC y#U Dad> N * W wtet ^ t ta Sing? 

wha'lislL.fr \l Y f 80 nc 18 Je9Ug 1 8 the Wa y "-a w,«3 erfTl s.ng.^T M e SST.L 

th* Illlrihnd D a w attentian t. the wards, the waning af the wards. {Kahl^playad 

^taffiA-sST' “ a “* ‘ 11U1 * 
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r ;istow ard Stories of tU Sharp family , V Latter D. Sharp , taped $-y4f in the presence 
of his children. Si, Ivan, Dave. Violet, his second wife, Mabel, and Genevieve, Ivan's wife 
M&ule and I went to the v ary 1 s Chape 1 graveyar d. I looted all through it. There was old 

dan ul& Gibson, Cousin Wu Gib son and other old peop le 1 thought was up about 90 , 95 years 

°|4. and there, they 'wefl 70 A HO years old' Just for fun I told Mabel, "let's get out d 

of here, let's get out of he re. I'm the oldest person in here"', ha. ha. ' Vyl 

Y,s ’ ^pcI* Hugh was 22_jL g »rj^_old—on the toubstone 77 years old. (He said to Ivan:): "Ivan, 
wasaTT.e converted?, Ivan, didn't you tail to him and he accep ted OhristV" (Ivan: "yes. ' 
...... that was on his deathbed". ) Be was a mighty fine ^.ood man, but _ riever joined the' 

enurca. (Dave: We're all here except Paul") I'm awful proud of it. I appreciate it 
you Jo a 't know how much. (Dave: yoifa-e 90 years old a couple days ago) I thought s»Mtl» 

**“ that I wasn't going to reach 93. I prayed to the Lord to spare ay life, (regaidlnc 

aje referred to years and days;); Better to hnvelt even years, you know. It takes right 
pap * r , b ° f r * nt aiitl y° u ' d hiY * ifc *'» the paper no doubt, but it doesn't matter 

,, lt * y irlet: *PP r ' 3 * ill “ it 5,0000 U1I Sundays—? ) They made a mistake. Did 

W "b^V nf ° W “ 187 (Violet: I doin' t guess they count the Sunaay you were 

S: Ba.^a! ^ ^. (?) * '* W tb °* #aQd ' 8il haodrwIiJSt. I l ) 

ft™ If yai t th0fl *- * #r « r * he was born that would make some more") Dad: ha ha 

I don t re S ret it The greatest heritage on earth is father and motor. Raise them up ’ 

* ”* y °f the ^y d ; y haa Ul *y e®t old they won't depart from it. Tha's history, and 
I m no exception. Tnat .s time. He's recording every word I say. 

I ChU 1 dren In to my_birthday , and my son's .T... was born on my birthday. 

1 ! ^ ^ d a T *f bav * an/ dlildr,n Ha “* c after me because it'd mi* up the nail so and 

SI lB f f* UttUrm ■ 3 ° thC W&y BP “ ot hi9 «• bora*on my Urthd^ and 

after hew as born my wife said to me "this Is your b irthday and this is'vour birthday 

Sh ll 60 if t t0 n *T Ml " ISLarg". I~aid allriglt ,* that's all Hg H 

»■£; <W T U5 daw * of«ath presenting my son, so she could have her 

wishes. That's now come Jr. e _ ot hi s_namg, Luther David Sharp. After I'm gone I gue ss 

y., 11 ,;- hls n,i!a# .^ (Save: They can call me "LD" then.) ha , ha. 

-1,1^1)“ Tf £?«, l ° ! t0 f, V *" ° ld Dad .T...,Christian life that's the 

. emaln(T) of faith ana faii.ily. That's my faith. 

Thinninc about having.prepared, I never heard l iy fathe r ok to bed in his 

lifetime to go to sed without having prayer. Lets all of us b^T^d iW a silent prayer. 

Ills car e 1 X, 1 '’* f0ll0Wlrie bas to do wltl1 two hitchhikers he picked up on Ell" in* 

- - \ i * ’ ' * otie to ^ ^ asked whattlxi* was cm doia^ coming 

no °f> 1^' mv V ^ th * r * *“* Uk ° S * cd '"‘ ta ap th,r ' 4 #ttin C lumber. and we sent tJuck 
up (hitchhiker: why, we were up the re hauline lumber and broke the truck down and we're 

«» joinc on to I«rlintan to yet some parts" ) And in no time when the other wouldn't 

“ Wil "* ll * was Trom .hesitancy in answering, I figure d out when I hadn't gone 

a knaw Wu0 th *y And so Iwaa scare d out of my senses nearly. Went 

over Jo narlinton, said to uy«alf, now . If they demand me to C o on by. I'm C oia£ to 

fly rifiht on by over in the city and raise ned if they heller for me to e o on. I came 
down hurried as fast as I could across the bridge. TJiey ysllsd "we wanted to set out 
•acs there am i'd run them all the way across the bridge and let them out And here a 
couple days later police caught them ih Huntington. Lad was asked if his father made thetr 

8bo#8 * .p air of mots o^time or two. (Dave: where did you get the leuthsrl) 

^ot from ^cCarty down at Kill point.’ Killed a beef and they'd send hides down and iu >d tan 
it and get it bacr in a year 's ti me. Got leather all the time that a way. (Dave: didn't 
he (his . ather) mame iioes for all the family? ) Tes all the family. He tad lasts for 
all of them (Dave: did he make shoes for others toot) No. I don't know where he got 
ills lasts, (G-sneyitYe ask*d: did thay make diffarant size shoes?) T«s different lasts 

. ft> 5 siz# 0-,ir (Dave: Did he ever make any pegged ones?) Yea,~all he made was 

^ joes. punch a hole and he made the pegs too. Made of maple. Sawed off 

about hali an inch or one fourth an inch, you know 7 ", off right on throa^Tlike that 
He'd sharpen off at each side first. I think and all he had to do was sharpen each one 
on the other side. Oh, he could make them as nice as you could buy them He aas a 

■ edianic, mechanically inclined. But I never got .as most of i^y boys did. who 

..fcjce after my father. He fflde b reast_?i as when he was in prison at the time of the civil 
war. ne was in there 23 mont hs and 2_4_ jj ay s, lacking six ds^sHT two years, and he made’* 
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|£tott»W; use sawyirf?^ 

i.S a t :i": ™ *?.si" ft v^ L^sr-s^S f 47 ££•«*- 

all ever fck*± this country her* u- .*** y ^ mst scattered 

mm&im&w 

lillx/gsiisssp 

1 . 1*1 ereasi pins. did you ever a?* any of those uinn? \ nv *,.* n*- 

3S; «St ?h^- r 'Ttl^' flr r?, f t * (n,Mw,Tl I ' 1 »” , ‘ k »»» »“» «>ileii oo. of th. 

^rSrf“?S£t-rsSr 

“Sr;; ; ‘-ii™ E™'srcSrZwi,, 

i £\Br“i"~ r- - "---»' ’J =a*.^is; Si: r i 

Si «{;.*. S. STS “r.h‘; si.'?o"”*o i“ d h : 1 '*' lt “ *“• ' 1 “ d "“ *»> “i. 

th. prisoners rejoiced aver this., he«au« L“ a . ea^^tToH^ ^He^^ThU 
“* 0 ?j ”:.* b “,'“L' ’° th 7 * 1 " M ‘ ’““d »«.. . <u 1.. .«k t.okfr» s«!uw ry 

“«!'*£??;’! *'‘ d j* a <«w £**£!" 0 ^“u*““ r 

*« P and fir and father's Sharp had traded gTT t'radTd. f “ e. , 

° tw ■ „ f U8t 11 f r w <W» « *«*■ Wore th. war was aver. Said they*!™ 
ffoi^Vatown and they said "how did you £ .t out" and h. told them h« was released and - 

SfST-i;-Ld.^ r d " if *• «*• •» ~ ™." l :r; d ; “ d «** 

ana &oy cam# out, I' 11 "’ “** £ ^ 

th. tilt raonite I ooald do I ran tat tU/ .too..! t and didn't foil™ ‘M/ Vi 
Man (souther r.*.sl) (Dav.; I -oess thsy were kiod of wean on koth sid.s ?) vill I **" 

^ ?' Y ^t eB - fc - «.treated the sou ; pr i r 

ZilZl 3hll*l ‘ y ^f nd ^ ther . Sh£r ^ willi ‘-). the war was over, he Wrought "a lt 

^^^Thad «■ * captain, hut had men through u^V^ld funny 

S3LL als'r ha V <Lptur * d fath « C Sila »). Ke kroufilt suit against him for sar.ral ^ 

*• w r t ‘d s*s&e s 4^r 

io'SifS; (v/i't VL‘a rWioVn’TV t0 ’i °‘ Pt ' ''“ r " h ‘ :l “ d • th.f can. o 

tlw .0 late o«rt thirfiov 1 ™,;.iVJ V -/ 7 w ‘-' £ ' i hl " '« a *y ■outotMne so whin 

1; *■>» (nija.) .. w f rS-S: i^T.STi^it *"' f ' ,rr) 

yank.. .nd th.‘ tootV“ u o^'l/Vu 0 ’'' Tb,/ / 1,,d * «"* “• h. vai » 

t d t “"^ T :j oad io f of. “ d “'.- : — 

. «1U. M. ataat „ fatS.I U^! SJ^ I ^iS* S? 
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HUtorj^ aag^torl«B of tt* Sharp Family,Slatyfork, V. 7a. by L. J. Shar^ /)% (/ 

,a# awf *l. a#f*l life. (Dave: Gen Lee camped up here at Lir»ood, didn't l»?)^fes, 


'~F- 


$ 


?<p02ih 


isA 


iVT* 


l «**■'. 

~n<Ml 


zptf 10 


% 


it was —- — > **-*« v ^»y«; t r«n uee cam peg up nere at Llowood, didn't l»tj* 

ti,ey came through here on oar land and the fence areund that Held wan all rails, anl thp; 

9ald . few thousand of them , they took from one side ta the ether and brought those 

rails and put them right up through that field yonder from one end to the other and started 
a fire and camped there and b urned all the rails up in the lo acre field. They camped 
at Linvood a great long time.(Bare: didn't”someone ge up there and haul heck some le«d_ 
bullets that was left hy the rebels when a freight wagon broke a wheel in the creek?) 

My father and Unde Hughe went up there and had all they «uld“ carry on Iheir shoulders— 
a 1GG lbs, I suspect, or 75.. all my life we meltbd these rebel bullets and made bullets 

for our {jins. We put them behind the chemney over there (at the old home place at a 

chemney about 50 feet below the present old house) I've gp ne there ai.n got them a There 
was a pile as big as a half a bushel or more than that where they were piled there in back 
of the steps. Uncle Hugh* brought the same over here (at the log hots e next to thenew 
house now in use) , It was all they could carry. Lots more left there. They carried 
out all they could. (Cave: did any of them (Siatrp's) go up and visit tt* army at Linvood?) 
They wouldn't bother them up there. Mrs. (?) (Yeagart? ??... Jdif fere.it times talked At 

about there goes Gen, Lee's horse many times . (Bave; did she say ti*t?) I think he 
was jLlnda parting he r, you know; She was a "girl. Gatewood was a colonel in the army in 
the r*bel army. (Save: In the rebel army? I thought maybe M colonel Gatewood would 
lave be-n in the nortnern army' No be was In the southern army. (Gatewood lived at 
uinvood on the bank beside the road. It was dismantled about 1970 aid a modern house 
•uilt th®re) {E&vt; that u*uat h&vs ¥*en the rtaaoo tiisy c&mpscJ at Liawoud,) Th«y ko*w 
about where the union army was, and they had some over in the valley, you see.(Valley 
Head-hingo area) It was at E lrwater where they had their figpt. (Dave-1980: I thin there u 
i» a atatura of Gau Wslcls th* road on Hln^o Flats yat) # 

Ja^e Gibson acted crazy and .he was in the* down there and he ran to the 

river and theJr army was then on horses. The captain was on a horse and they galloped past 
him and he ran to the river and the river was up deep and he couldn't swim and it was too 
deep and the captain galloped up to him and he *HUfcMjXfired a shot or two and ordered 
him to surrender and he says: "your're ah brave soldier—not a hair of your head will be 
hurt, then he ah (Jake) shot at the captai n ancTliiT'the horse and killed the horse out from 
Jnder the captain. The captain ordered them to shoet him. They shot Jake Gibso n tl 1 t» 
pieces. He was a brother to old man Bill Gibs on, old man JimGibson^ He would have 
stived his life. That was foolish, when he didn't have a chance "“he should have taken a ' 
chanee on getting away again, shouldn't he?J H is brother s were old man Bill Gifson aal 
Dr. Gibson—they were raised up here on Elk. Is my bed made honnf (Mabel) (Bave: you're 
,Kj years old. .ou better got some rest) I have to get up so many times at night is 
what gets my .(strength?). KENT TO BED. X NEXT DAT: (Dave: who bui lt the old house 
aovn here that we call the honey house?) Grandfather william Sharp. The fTFsthouse was 
down at Eva Sheltons. Just at that apple S'rcWd. Nt the mill daiu springj- Wiy back 
in ay young days I’ve seen the chemney rocks. They hauled the* away later on. And they 
came up here and built that house (what's standing of it?)TSad 'then built a nottar abo ve 
nere, a new house—later on after later years.(Dave 1980: I don't know whidi he means) 

ground to A ^dy Hannahs where Barney Showalter lives (across from the 
church; , Old man Haariah had ap~arid-down saw mill that was run va t*r, whera h* had 
a mill dam where people took their logs there 'and he sawed them - into lumber. And they 4 — 
got lumber to bui ld this hous e—I mean that s econd hou seTlafe: I don't know whitk one it 
was unless it was the addition added on nearby and moved out of theway to build the 
present new house, and which log house covered with clappord that Si She.rp sold to a man 
In or near Elsins who planned to re-coi.struct It over there—about 1976 or 77 ) (Violet* 
why did they use wa ter at the saw mill—to float tie logs?) Had a mill dam there and had 
a place tie water ran through on a wl.eil and that started the gristmill a grinding and 
they ground all our corn into meal for years and years. Then we built one (a mill) down 
here. Will Elbon buil t one dawn here. Uncle "ugh 3b. ra gave Uja£le_ 3am Gibson and 
somebody Vise the ‘land—the t tract of land_5 or 8 acres, to build! a ■UTSS'. So they 

got Elbon from down at Webster Springs. Ht was a millright man and.? 

But Tgot old man Elbon anfMT son ^grJle to put in the burrs and ground flour. The box 
up in the wagon house—that was in tiSnalTi, We groudd wheat there for years. And Brice 
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Victory t'.nd 5t orle M the Sharn Jamily, Slaty 'oi k ,W. Va. by L. D, Sh*.rp 031 ^ 

that it was to Vs sold and the uonsy be g iven to his mQ tIsr t And arlcc a^greea to it and 

I drew up the will and had witnesses sign it. Later on... he 

died ani they put it ap for sale. And here comes this fellow from up at Cass down there and 
it up on lie. Uncle Hugh gave him the land to build themill, I Lad to pay $500 to keep 
that fellew from buying it and keep him out of down here* (Dave: you 1 vs gotten $500 worth 

of fishing oat of it) Many times more than that of pleasure* I got pleasure of a 

thousand dollars or more just fishing, I T 11 h<ve to go to bed now. Good night, 

LLXT DAY: (Dare: did Uncle Hu gh save those service trees up th*reT~on the flat) 

Oh pet* he cut down the other trees and left the service trees, (Dave: That chestnut 
trees, we us ed to pick them up and a nuts here when 1 was young) You could pick them up 

by the bushel, (Dave; what did they use them for t bread?) Veil, they'd eat Wj at they wanted 

to sat. Didn't make bread out of the m, I bought them by the bushels he re 50 * oO years 
ago and shipped to one of the cities, I don't know vhicL. They'd laar on the ground and 
you could pick up a tucket fell In no time. But some blight struck t4m and killed all tl» 
chestnut tress* I reckon all ovrr the United States, and it about pat tte squirrels and 
turkeys out of business, They just feeded on them. That was an awful loss to our country, 

V-ild turkeys feasted on them , There were so many wi Id turkeys, a M they just died off xz 

starved to death. (Dtve: wasn't t.icre one or two rebelx soldiers hurried up at the top 
ox the hill?) He was lurried Just to the left land side of the road*. X was plowing there 
and the hors* broke through in on it. Looked down in one. (Dave: who shot those rebels— 
were they rebels?) I don't w^if the/ were rebels or yankees, I think trey were Yankees 5 J 


Fag* k 




killed, Jo 9 Gay and Walt (Tltff/fie ?), (Dave, l^SGt Uncle Hugh said they were from the South) 
(Dav»: didn't uncle ^u^h say they brought one of thense men in here to the fireplace in 
the old house?) Yes, Uncle Hugh thought so mudi of him—stayed with him till he died. He 
was _sh 5 it_Jua-_ there ^t th e rocks™ (near " yellow house ”—near ti* new water fountain up 

on tie old road), (Dave: Didn't those rebel soldiers take at 1 the apples 11* family 
had?) They come there where they had th m hurried in holes, you know . Lee's army came 
over there and commenced taking apple s. It was Graadfatl»r Will Sharp's place. They 
commenced to pick them ap and the captain told them to stand back and hajkled them out to J ' ■ 
them. They went across the creek to the meadow and tjook_rails f row each side arri brought 
them up the middle and piled them along the center for lC0 ! s of yards and burnt every rail^' 
Seems like tie captain told them to pay for the apples. They camped across tlm creek ?*** 
that night in that meadow and b urned every rai l. (Violet: whad did they burn them for?)f 
£*ep warm—Lee's army —through the night, CDav*: what did you use to start fires?) 

JP hed no oil, had no lamps, Gandies was only thing 1 had to study my lessons 

'V+w™ with, Beef tallow candles, and sat by the fire and enjoyed it as much as we do now with 
electric lights we lave now, ^lartha Jane Hannah was so H close" and “ tigh t" and X was 
up there to visit my sister (Malinda?) she’ was married and young beys gathered around theri^ 
and in a room there t I bet she had 150 c& qdles piled up in a room. She'd light candles 
for her husband to read the Bible and before tbe*d say prayer, she'd £*t up and blow 
it out before we'd fet down to pray; And’ remember, we alwpys had let the candle burn, and 
their children studying their lessons, going to sohoel, and one of them would *et up 
there and punch the fire up so it'd blaze up and ikx& turn their,books up sideways so 
^hey could see khe to read—I can still see it. She was that "close" in saving her money. 

My mother aoi made our candl es, I think do mould for them art out here in the store 
showwindows. I've seen my mother mak# a many a one. We had slates to writ* on. We 
figured arithmatic on slates at school. Oh, there's a ^i£ change, we got along just as 
well. We enjoyed life just as much as w* do now,—I believe more. They'd go on"a visit 
to neighbors and stay all day. Aid they <bn f t do that now. They had log rolling s. Iheytd 
come from all aroundJ &r 8 miles around—gathered for those log rollixgs and help 
that the man had cat through the winter time to r aise crops next year. 

Most all of them would clear a patch of land aril put In oo rn the next year. That's the 
way this cpantry was cleared o ff, and then they'd call them in and move those logs into 
heaps and burn them apT Oh, they burned tixusands and thousands of dollars worth d 
valuable timber—cherry and,,., ano I've seen where they rolled up big popular trees, 
you know, when lumber wasn't worth anything then. Then another man would have a log 
ro 'ing and they'd all go and help him. They'd divide off with leaders, Luch loan would 


ftav* j? or 6 aim in hi a craw, and each wo old aee h ow ifiaa t ^ Che /mull roll uo t^oaVTo^s 
Lf"* #r that fiel . d " arou,l£ (ritht aide of Slaty for* creed and 

son, he's a powerful 
Arepr^iib^r 


- - ^ Slatyfoi 

/W&4 iitC L°l,h L a h a d w\°f/wV & 1 * iad Joila Gibson, he'a a powerful 
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5 History uad Storing tV- Starp Panil /, It ’ J & tL^ chid/ I 

man, He'd get a^ii? 9 ‘ mder * l0i ^ „,.t „f that swamp over there. The man 

It as well as if i 1 


n V. ere > ..*terda/-oaplg_l|g^- enjoyed Ilf. >.t 


“.Id *v* the trees out up in Xo ft s ».£/«« ^ ^ 7 ..(^t wi. his 4 r.at sport), 

L much. The/killed a wild turkey rtomt any tU. tn.y van^ ^ n „. IW . e.en him 

n«er were plentiful. And fish, i’ve seen „r*#ieVi Creeha were alive with fish. 


0L 

$ 


Deer were plentiful, anu fail 0 f dish. Creeha were anve wiuu ± «». 

-o down El* river and come *acj£ with ^ v a» k 6 a^d mother 62 . Ivan haa tne honor... 

(Dave: how old was your dad and motne rt) *.t wvei had tone to 

for r.ttl* Uncle Hath to accept Christ. Be was a spoa 

church. But Ivan talked" t* him just Wore he died, and he accepted Christ. Ian' n that 
rifcht! (Ivan! TTT^a'Tay^or two Wore out on the porch??)(Ivan: he said everythlnc 
was straijht.ned up all rifitt —I accept the Lord") That's all we need to do y» 

confess me Wore men you shall k« saved" -and I risk my life on his word., for his word 


is true. (Dave: how man/ 




__ „„„ _ w p« 0 ple did you say was gone from Elk to Wace your a S e or over that' 

rone7^ Well, from t op of Elk Kountal n to top of j-iace Mountai n the test I could count 
there were 253. TJiey didn't lave any jots away from here aid they stayed at home, and. 
one of them would leave Pocahontas County or even Elk. And they iuarrie_d 1st and 2nd 

cousins_a whole lot of them, cause they didn't 4 et out to meet with other children. 

Y*s there were 253 of them from my afe and 'above have gout lat o the enteral world. 

Kolly Slanker was the latest out—about 2 years ago, She 1 ® from Penney lvania—she died. 

She 'was iVbat a yrav or two older than I was. IXEXK Lots of people youn 4 er than me died, 

>ut those 253 were my aye or older. But I don't know that it's any £ reat hleesii* to live 
to • • a» old If ^eu're ready to dje and pass off at any yeun 4 a 4 e, why they spend a let 
of chastisements anTTroakl. life. I’ve had a pretty iard life of it—up's and 

downs. (Genevieve: you've had more ups than downs) I jeess that's ri 4 ht. But if I had 
the _urlvile^ g>, Ivan, tonigh t, to set hack to two years eld , to live my life over _a 4 ain, 

Tifl say g ne 11 - I don't _w ant to live it over... 

Butlwodidn't want to"live my life over a 4 aln a nd go through what I'v e gone through with. 
Oh, I've lad a urettj ha rd time of it. Loti of sorrow—my motheT aid dad, sisters, py 
wife aid my daughter aid (theleaving out, leaving me.(they'd passed on. he means.) Have 
to hear it though. That'll ke a homecomi ng, won't it 7 And we don't know who has 

to go next, Should he ready* end not worry about It, When the Lord calls us, why , I 

• know wo litre on oer w edded garme nts to enter into Hv g^rr lago feast, X ...la the 

&o*um of thorn had wade no preparation and when they went to £0 into the marriage feast 
why it was over with 'before they could go in. You know they gave that explanation. 

How eis>, if we^d realize that Christ lives within all of us. ** If you conf ess m before 

you shall he saved* "-"and I'll confess you before my lather who is inT 3e%ven, I go 
to prepare a place for you and I'll oxte here and receive you unto itself, I gp prepare a 
mansion for you** He promised a mansion up there for us. And It says it's never leen 
told to man yet the greaT Joy of heaven, Ihe ^reat joy we'Ilk have In Heaven when we 
itl through the pearly gates. That's his word. My father died so young. Finally, 

fire t "Sally^up* dallet 

the pallet before the firi 


he was so tired he said 'Vake ^e a a palTet down before 
' tek■ wjf hr, " Sally”^ uud I’ll try to uay dowa"/**¥!» 

(firspluc*) an c 'i# laid down and 1.* hadn't laid thers, I don\t think two minutss, ha 
callsd " Sally . Sall y, Sallv " arJ \/ ths ti ms th«y 4 ot him up t o his flask hs hud_ii«d 
right thers. He su'fered untold pain. Dr, Cameron said he had cancer, Vat we had ne 


■ • /» 




sign of it, Hut he had those awful bad spells, he couldn't lay down. It might have been 
appendicitis. If now, he'd been operated on and saved. (Dave: how lor^g was he sickT), 

Oh, he had thi cance r 12 months or longer, that he was bad. (Daves what did your mother 
die (f ?) Yes, she took pneumonia arid died. We had a mare that had a colt t^od mother 
was looking after it in the cold wea ther and the colt got in t he f ence, I told her n mot her 
it's so cold yea*re exposing yourself* yea'll take pneumonia and die. Why, she said: 

"why do we want to stay here, it's better on beyond"^and by the way ia a day or so she 
took pneumonia ^nd lived just a snort time, (she died Dee. 21, 1903) And I said to ber 
"did you see this evening the b eautiful sunshine with the going down of the sun? u She 
answered "I look at my heavealy home every day. T here is n't a da y but what I look and view 
i 4 / heavenly k homeShe's the one (Sarah) who had the brother (about ag* 10) who died and 
went to heaven and told all about the beauties of Heav en and all (the people) he saw there, 
and so on. And came back (to life) and performed miracle a—threw a handkerchief up te the 
left and it stayed there till 2 o'clock the next day. And said I'll show you where 
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6 History and Stories of hue Sharp F-^ily . S l^tyfcrk . V. Va . ty L. D. 3ham :( taaed 6-13-*? 
Hearaa 1 a ', and went oat and m y Mother and all of them, the whole heavens turned die £2 
prettiest light you ever saw. (The hoy, Otha or Othj said;)"now up this way pap is *£& 
coming" He 'd been to a sale up on Elk and had been £on all day, I reckon. And suiiTa 
litht like a candle showed the pathwaywhere Grandfather(Hannah). Graiaifather (Hannah) 
came home and Otha told him he'd died and had keen in Heaven and told about seeing Aunt 
kartha Bunard. She'd shoat all over the church. She died kef ere he was korn. And teld(ef) 
different ones. Said "the Savior took me over arrf showed me the pits of hell, and there 
was fellow on 21k that was so wicked and said Christ asked him " why did you take my 
name in vain"I . And he said it was so beautiful there. Grandfather Hannah asked him "Did 
you come kack to stay with m#T M "I Just came kick just to tell you akout heaven. You're 

worrjrng akout Joe who died at 12 years old~and”Ti'd never joined the church. There he is'.J 
Can't you see him I—and there's the Savior!—0*8* plain as k* can ke. The Lord has 

saved my troth*r| 1 ' (Later:) "I'm just gcii^ to stay a s hort tim e. He then begged for 
Ajr.ty Kajfjqt M ary (QiA.-JLa*. Ea.JUt. JhuMXMA aMHIMH ftaSCKg rata* aJayirkvurwjqg t y y T.r. ^auv 

to put her in tlm fire and said 

"not a hatt of kSair will burn" and of course they wouldn't five her to him: li as she 
was j ust a kaky, And he told Grandfather Hannah after so loi^; of time "Iwiah you'd make 
me a pallet down before the fire. Before that though he said I want to eat with you kefor# 

1 £0, S.e got some food on the takle ajJ he sat there and eat there and she ate. And 
wi.en they gp t through they said vd.y didn't you eat wi th me. He said "the savior feed 
K ® on loa * ““d “Ilk and honey all the time you were eat in*. "(Dad told us other times 

thnt the family comic smell ho ney in that kreadkpx for a long time after that). He said 
there he is right there, can't you see him?" Then he asked Grandfather Hannah akout 
makint a pajm bef ore the fire after so long a time. And he laid the pallet town and 
Otha didn't move a hand or foot and never gave a g/roan. That made them all.(!Christiana) 

.U&cle George Hanna h keoame a p reach er. Graalfather Hannah wouldn't 

■ a^anythlag tmk ed on Sunda y after that. 1 think Otha had diptheria. It killed so many 
of them on Elk.— Arakaugh' s( ?) ami 5 or 6 old maids and kachealors—killed everyone in 
the family attd killed, the only sister my fa ther had. What was her name!-- Martha! (Dave: 

I think it was Mary) She was kurried down top the hill on the lift hand side of the road 
(Rt Z19 telow the store), (Genevieve; was it your mother's krother that died and went to 
heaven?) Yes, he vent to heaven and came k ack and performed thse miracles. When he 
came kack a—at the IjJJflaftifyyjJy/use , there akove Frank Hannah 's above tbs road(Rt. 219)^" 

I was there a time or t wo in that, house whan I wa s a child T And he went "out and showed 
them where heaven was. He threw the handkerchief up &<! ±ix» said it will sta y there 
on the loft (celling) and It'll stay up there and when he threw the red kandana handkerchlif 
. I've heard different ones of the family say and it loeked like the spaceof a knife (5%£'' 
klaae eetween it and the ceiling and it stayed there the rest of that day and Grandmother--^ 
Hannah had that_baky and didn’t go up to the Hannah graveyard up there at George L 
^Ifk's up w here the graveyard was then.(Tea Hannah's place) She"asfce'd him what time tii 
did they put Otha lathe - grave. (efe^u?) And grandfather told her " at two o'clock" when 
they hurried him She said, " I noticed at 2 o'clock that handkerchief was laying across 
tne kacm of the chair. I've heard them say, and I know it to ke a fact, they said it 
looked^like the width of a knife klade between it and the loft. Oh. God cave hli tt» power 
to perform those miracles. Genevieve, did your mother die with a heart attack! (GenevAure: 

^ *!*▼*) wasn't she singing "I lay down my cross and take up my crown" ?(Genevieve: 

I 11 change «y corse for a crown" —as soon as she got through singing that sonc she 
was gone. EJD 


Vhtr« th* tape we3 not clear, I put dets .and question Shark* TT??? If 

decipher tl* tap# better later on. It could ke changed, or filled in. 

This was a tap* Dave Sharp, hie son, made in the summer of 
tap* of Dad^ I may also nav* another on* in* nnJjlk? 


someone can 
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may also nav* another one misplaced ja* now./' 
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Paul Sliarp also has a 
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Storfcea and Hlatory of the Slatyfork Sharps ~ 

Coe tiate 2&d,(L. E, Sharp) as a lioy living at the "old ^lace" ovtr the hill, came home at/ijJfO 
Licht with a lantern ap the path alone the aidepf the hill (laft *f the Slatyferic creek • V 
a»au.t hOO yard* from the mouth of the creti, when he saw a skunk just in front of him. * 

He couldn't let it get away so he Jumped on it with both feet^ i?ia feer flew out frem under 
him and he rolled 30 feet down the steep hank,bruised, so lay there a minute to ^et his 
|breath. He felt the skinnk under him sad he jumped up end down on it tillhe killed it. He 
broke bis lantern fflob*. He ssid h* *o t aor4 than enough from the pelt to buy a glebe, But 
fc*** 1 ^*^ his mother made him leave the clothes outside theheuse until the odor left. 

I, Cave, was given by my fa tier, Uncle Hugh Sharp's silver 18 sisb^pocket watch,' Uncle 
Hugh uy have bought the watch, or it may have belonged to his father, William. As X 
remember the story, the wff’tch was dropped in the mill dam when they were working there late 
one day. They were only able to get it out the next, morning. They wound it up and it started 
running. Dad said it probably was waterproof from the grease on it from Uncle H ugh wearing 

it, u* 

Dad always to ok as boys fishing on the first day of tbs season. He was a good fly fisher. 
I've seen him cuthh two at once several times on flies. He said he took mother fishing ©ace 
and he told her not te stand over the hole as the fish would see her. He laughed and said 
she caught the largest of all they caught. He took us deer heating aal bear hunting. 

One time ha had me back up on Slaty fork mountain anS the dogs were ter ui 14 chasing a tear 
ever^on the other side, He listed a little kit and said: "that's the sweetest music ever 
laade—dogs yelping after a bear"! He perhaps killed 50 or mere deer in his lifetime t but 
I have never eTtr heard him say te ever killed a hear. He shot at y at least, one, up *n tte 
mountain, Ike kear had cubs. He sighted and when he pulled the tricher, he kn *9 later, he 
had the rear sighto on her ( kut not the front sigpt. He thought he'd have a fight with 1 her. 

When he was ateut 80 we children presented him for Christmas a trophy with a plate on the 
front engraved "The J^eatest Deer Hunter _inJf* Va." and our na^TSigraved on it. He was 
very pleased tith it. Cater , when he was unakle to climk the mountains (age akout 8 $) he 
sat in a chair up ilatyferk creek In a klind, went te sleep, woke up and saw a leer and 
shet it. It ran across the creek and fell dead, I think Ivan came dawn te where he was and 
krought It over to the road. 

One time when he was over on Gauley / deer hunting at a deer lick # he hid in a tree top akeut 
50 feet from the (saltt)lick. It was getting late in the afternoon when a a "catamount" 
(wildcat!) kept smelling deer tracks at the licks and wouldn't leave. It was getting almost 
dark, se he decided to shoot the cat as no deer would come to it. He said he sighted and 
sighted, kut didn't have tbe front sight up in the rear sight when he shet. The eat didnU 
know where the shot was from and the only place he could go hide was that tree top, se hem 

-uade 3 or b kig jumps imi toward Lad in the tree top. Dad said he jumped up and yelled 

as loud as he a.uld, and tbs cat went the other way! ha. 

Another t lam , he was hunting over there with, I telievt m Sam Higgins. The other man 
was on a stand up the hill. Dal was "driving" or hunting around the hill kelow when he 
saw a deer running ky. He i^ot it and it fell down. Dad set his gun against a tree and 
stepped one leg across the deer, got a hold of its horns ni to see where he hit it, when 
the deer jumped up quickly and stailed to run. Dad gor off cm and away from it and grakted 
his and shet it dead. He said later, it would have keen funny if he had held on to itj «, j. 
horns and rode it up through the stand by the other hunter, ha, ^ 

Another time he went fishing with *{( Jackson, I think, over on Gauley. The koy wasfpftzE] 

only *bout 11 years old. They camped on the kank it the creek, kut it was actually an island 

when the wkter was up high. They kuilt a fire, and it started to rain very hard and the creak 

got high. They he tad a "catamount" whining in hie woods. They were afraid to move over where 
tie cat was, and afraid to stay on the island tecauss the wa ter may wash them away. SA as X 
recall, they kept the fire going kright to keep the eat away, (They may have moved over on 
higher ground and rebuilt the fire —f) 

Another time hunting(or fishing) over on Gauley, they camped out (no shelter) and they 
told kear stories before goirg asleep. Dad's had came off and he was feelit^ around fer it 
about 2 AH, when hks hands came upon another ftllewds head. He thought a bear ted him and he 
Jumped up yellir^, ha. 
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Stories &nd 

— § 

Unci* Hugh had, I think, about 15 pet deer at one time. When he was a small toy of about 
12 one of his older brothers saw a bear with cubs up in th t in laurel patch, but they told 
him that they saw a deer with fawns up there, so he sneaked up there, perhaps to capture a 
fawn* When he get in the bushes, he saw the bear and she took after him la protection of 
htr cubs. He ran down the hill and crawled into a hollow log so* she couldnH get him. 

Later on when he w&s grown and when Bad was perhaps 12 years old, he had the 15 deer. All 
he had to do to get a buck deei was to wait till a buck followed his most beloved deer, 
mamed, X think "Kellie rt One time Bad and Aunt Ella was coming from over the hill 

(the old place) and were gp ing through the meadow, when this deer who „ I believe had fawns 
and protecting them, took after them. They rani to a siLall tree* am climbed up, in It 
till Uncle Hugh came to their call for rescue. 

One fall when Uacle Hugh was, perhaps above the service patch of trees, when men were deer 
hunting when he heard a shot. When he got out to where he heard the shot, there lay his 
pet deer with her bell tbn t she wore arouikl her neck. The man offered to pay for her. He 
thin offered him the meat, but be told them he couldn't eat his pc t deer # 

The limestone cave below the railroad track, up the road, opposite the waterfountain on 
route 219 has been known for years as the Hugh Sharp Cave, I was told that a deer was 
tracked in there once. Maybe went to entrance for shelter. Uncle Hugh is supposed to have 
his name written inside icme .lace, I have seen names one the walls inside but I do n U 
recall seeing his n^iae, but it is a big cave. 

Captain Mundy and Uncle Hugh were good friends, I faintly remember a story about 

Captain Mundy coming up on an Indian in the woods and they fought to the deathT, The Indian 

was mostly caked find greased and Captain Mundy could hardly held him to throw him down. 

I don't recall the outcome of the fight. 

Captain lived at one time in Bucfcbannenu As I recall, Dad and I drove to Mrs, Mundy's house 

in lucthannon when I was in college. She was old, and may Lave been younger than him when 

she married him7? r TT 


His tor y of the Slatyfork Sharps 


(Dave Sharp) 
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7 Ramona SLj pley has Ivao*s colledtion of j?ld dreda , Among them is one of I860 when 
'William ShsfrpT^Sr. deeded 2,020 acres “for love and $5 n t£ > his son Willaim Sharp, 

^ she also has a copy of a 1931- Pocahontas Ti^es giving an account of in 1832 of 

"Viiltaiu 5harp t age ?2 petitioning the State of Virginia for an army pension for Indian 

scouting and fighting against tie British in the revolutionary war. Perhaps she ceuld make 
us some copies of these, dlQ m 

I heard the story, I think Dad told, that Uncle Hugh w'ent up Bill to see a Bider girl 

up the hollow above Jim Glb*on f s on a Sunday, Some boys knew he was coming and tied a 

string across the path ap to the Louse, near the house. They pulled the string and he fell 
embarrassing him, and he never went with any girls after tlat. 

Uncle Hugh used to go up to the upper meadow, up the creek from the new store, to feed 
the cows hay. When the water got up too deep to get across, he would walk on stilts. 

One day in the winter his stilt Lit an apparent submerged cake of ice and he slipped and 
fell la the deep water. 

Tbit reminddfae if the time Bad had Austin Calf or J to cut a limb of a locust tree over 

*a^. "old place" that hung over the hold of water near the in & barn (now gone). 

He ofmed up there with a saw or ax and stood on th e limb and cut it off *ur& ne fell in 

that hole of water. They described his yell as rt 0ussch|l ri when he fell in the water on that 


winter day, 

T I'd heard that Uncle Hugh didn't like flowers. Perhaps they planted some that he 
thought was in his way. One day when they went to church, and when they got back they 
i found the flowers wilted, as if hot w«t*r had teen poured on them. 


Hi 


Un e lu Kg u h 

•TEE?* 


£ g sugar tree orchard be ok . .ip a n th e— f-Ie. t r and h* worked it on Sundays, 
told him he would lose by worklig on Sundays, Lid said that for 
about five Sundays in a row he had mtsfort one, Spill all the Syrup, Log trough Sprung 
a leak and lost all U.e sugar w^ter, etc etc. 

Bad Said when he was a boy, they relied on sugar from sugar trees for sveetner. They had 
to get 100 pounds of sugar (maple sugar) and then they could make maple syrup. They used 
wooden spiles to get the wa ter from the trees. And had small wooden troughs at each tree 
to catch it in, as they bad few backets. There was a sugar camp up on the flat, 

Dpd had a sugar camp over at the old place just below the meadow there at the creek , 













Staries and Eistery of the Slat/fsrk, W.Va, Sharp’s (L,D.Sharp) 




aiu road, when 


Gr*uccad, Preacher kerg&n was driviiig alvi^g la «Is W;;j/ ou a steep mountain 
a pheasant flew up and scarred his horse and the buggy up-set ortr the hill end braks 
his let and a gallon Af ,/ug of koHasses, He was taken Into a neighbor's h^use and pat 
to t«d. A woman mmmm: mm who donated the molasses Cuae to set him and wearied abou t t he 
lost mollasses, Granddad Morgan took pkneumonia there aid died. Probably was la a col£ 
roei L m Grandma* Korean then jiarried "Wes" ErVine up the ""Brash Country" , sad inherited his 
20 acres* The Morgans had Laura, Lena, Minnie. Bill and ^itar Morgan, Gran&ra 
Ramsey from Greenbrier County — (Penceverte7) Maiden name. Haras ey, -Si Sharp 


Lad, L. D, Sharp, sold the timber on the lugh Sharp place after Uncle Hugh gave aim 
the farm to take care of him the rest of his life, .With the money he bufclt the Imr ~b 
17 room house. K ennIso n from Hillsboro ( Her aps a)troflfer of a Kennison girl "LD" 
vent to see when she taught school on Elk near Aunt Ella 1 s-jl think she taught school), 
contracted to build the house for $ 5000 , Wnen it was finished #he told Bad th', t he 
proke even ona it. Dad gsve him 10^ raore— $ 500 . Uncle lugh moved Into the new house, 
(from the log house whidi is still standing,^ which was built about 1916- 191B,<'^ 
i-rs, Rachael Showalter from I-inwood stayed there and cooked for Uncle lugh. Uncle Hugh 
had his bee hives moved inside the netf fence of the ho*Jse. Me hid hi« money in the lid 
of one of his bee hives, l#e heard that someone found out where it was and took it, 
te had a bee hive with a glass window to see the bees working, Ivan said ttet Captian 
^oundy made it for him. They were ^ood friends and bouglt some land to ether, or received 
it as a grant from the State of VirginAA, Uncle lugh had several large round hives made 
from hollow logs th^t are still in storage aloig with tte glass windowed one. The Log 
house was baildt before the Civil War, by William Sharp, father of lugh. Mis first 
house was just inside ihe fence at the big spring at the mill dam. Si said tit old 
bard below the store was there before and durirg the civil war. Uncle Hugh apparently 
told Si about it, -Dave Sharp 

Dad told a story that his father, Si told him Either grandfather 31 or his father, 
William had been missing ears of corn out ot the corncrib at night , le decided to 
set the wolf spring trao in the corn crib. One morning at daybreak he was §ping by 
the "rib on the way to the barn, and through the corner of hi a eye he saw a man caught 
st the corncrib and pretended not see him. The :ian yelled cut "Silas” ( or was it 
"William"). He vent over, and he said to let him out of the trap and he r d never do it 
again, le begged that it not be told because he was so ashamed« Dad said he never did 
tell what neighbor it was that stole the corn.--he kept his promise not to tell, 

—Dave Sharp 

Anothrr time, Silas was loosing hsay hay ^ut of the barn on the mountain. Me slept up 
there a night or two and caught a nan, that I believe said was * 1 Hannah, Me also 
promised not steal hay again, but no promises was made about telling about it* 

—Dave Sharp 

Ded and Uncle Job Gibson vent to the St Louis World Fair in 1904, Dad’s grandmother, 
Vester knew some German because her rj&rents were from Germany. Dad .cnew one word, which 
was German for "pretty girl". Among all the different booths (Italian, English, etc.) 
there was a German booth selling items. Dad. walked up to a group of girls in the booth 
and said his word. They i^jnediatily started talking in German, le said te w&s so 
embarrassed that he turned eroun:' and hurried away., ha, —Dave 

There is a large limestone cave between the road end the railroad at the water fountain 
’hat has been known as the "Hugh Sharp Cave". le te d been in it several times, and 
may have originally found it. Si, Paul, Dave and othe s have been in it, A creek runs 
over a waterfall in it. Paul took pictures of it with a flash back in the 30* s. 




On G^uley Mountain, is a xnit knob known as the Sharp Knob, and probably named after 
Willian who bought land in that area for larmon, It Is near the fire tower area. 









where Pag P Iam^Hved * Sll “ 8 ’ llved in a lo £ boas/ 1 '/ 

newer house after the ^ V**" ^ ^ in a 

Place to Frank's father, 5a* lannah before’Davl^t * aid that E a vtd sold the 

there and was brogght hack and hurried in tls iL TC ! * uck ' A PP® rt ntly David died 
^hat David was hurried in an unmarked frave in ^e ^ °' 1 f* ry ° n Ellt * Tradition is 
There is some confusion ahcu t where r a vid h!V cemetary. 

Eavid lived in a twostory log house on ^ fen of the road"* ^ f * thw Sald that 

ZTtn h It SS5 { :Se^L d0WE at%he ^ ^ &d pla a ce. the ^ 

on the Dilley hJl?X e ' 1 *•*« that David lived 

Vision of teaven. (Ivan’s time Bl «n T ; * nd where Ctha died and had his 

L«.a„ „ , other u *-* 

««■»■ toid ;;*r y 52 . 

Vith Sarah and Si at niMT'"liaiS, hrothw tf a S ^ UM3 CaJue down «*> stayed 
when It got dark, Sarah, forgetting thft 'fj nry 3narp * was a t Sarah's house 

night before, just told him "liaine* ™ u Qjn _? e dld ?' t 9leep ln the e *tra room the 
Jlaine "who was not berv smart" said u y °‘ J did la8t nl &** • ha. 

I'm going there" . ha. U ’ J m „ ** I,V * ®> k a *»* bed at hot* 

retold this story to me. but P.^ 

^l]l9. !owd and Sam lennah were brothfrs—Frank Hannah 

Jowd'ir TT! / 0hn ,arer&SP * Mother sister was Nancy Dillev 

John mmatii'ciis' 1 ' ^ « re8ent rt 219 r0ad a ‘°° ve Se* Imnah'l house. 

John HMiSXWUl Gibson was Sam and Joe Gibson's father . - Frank I^nah 

Andy lannah was father of John lannah. From one of Dad's tapes. 

George L. Hannah ran the "Yelk" Post Office on Elk where Don Hannah now lives- 
ln the same house. Si said Aunt Ella ran it when he remembered the f . 0. 

Wugh, Lee* Clark and Fred lannah were brotbere—eons of Sheldon lannah. 


Allie Gibson said she tauglt school at Slatyfork in 1911-1912.—in the school house 
that curned about 192? when the Cartels (working on the new road-buiIdi ig) lived 
in it. It was located about 200 feet fro® the mouth of Slatyfork creek on tte 
creek bank, 

Ada Sharp also taugit school there* perhaps about 1913-1914 T 4 il. 

When the road (now 219) was built about 1926-1927, they (lattershe11 Construction Co.) 
used a real steam shovelfirea by coal or wood and operated by Mr, Carter* father of 
athleen seen in a school oichtire* The shovel dumped dirt in wooden dump wagons pulled 
by Kules to a dumping place—a low place in the roadway, pull a lever and Ohe dirt fell 
through , Mud was very deeo end they whipped the mules with big long whips. They 
worked them sometimes without a collar nad and the shoulders weie bleeding and red 
like hamsurger, Several died in the flat area Just up tfa e creek where they were tied 
ap fet nikat, After the road was dragged flat, loads of creek rock was hauled to the 
road and gangs of men with sledge h«±iiiLers cracked the flat rocks into fist size rocks, 
then smaller sizes on top and later they hauled limestone curshed rock from over 
Elk Mountain etc for a to oping before the tar on top, 

A group* of shanties were built out of rdgh lumber between the roadway and where the 
old Slatyfork creek ro&d crossed the creek* 







T'j* Sharp Fmlly 


Sl»tyr#rk, W. T* 


I aakad It*b to wrlto sou* of tho Civil Vw hlotory ho ra 




ilog handed dtva te me. 


May 7* 197*+ Iv*u L, Sharp; (copied from blurred carbon copy' bend written) 

It Dear Brothers i Please n>caac the csrtoc copy soue u*ey get, Thanks Jfrive for y;>m two 
letters. The Civil * ar history no ny pert h^a keen hit with something like modern sore peal t 
ilt is eery liurd to put '.he jieoes together in orep*r order, wai a hit and ran bush¬ 
whacking gorrllle warfare except the General Lee i roh which c-*Aped over in your meadow 
across the areefc from the store using the rail fences for fire weed, end they s teyed 
sent* days at the kaob at Gatewood feifAat linecod, then King* Tlatt, (B^ve: I he 11 ere 
th-re is a General Lee status at i^ingo flute), The Union tray a^tt lu force. In hurried 
retreat solas ganmne were suouesed to hav* \tt n concealed wy 1 l those sink belts up there 
about the Rhea dace la ho^s to eoae hack later icd get, Vhleb they a&y ht v* done, 
the ground fceg* deg cat from under 4 hi*, sand rose at the Eh*a llact e small oiecs of 
war equipment (3*3 or 44 , r%rts of a pistol, A^\ire tably hid there by the Lhra boys * 




Peck to emr enoe store*. J J»<e Siu&ens &np palt AllgJd (spelllngT) wore .he culperts th^t 
did hoe most damage te the community (Dave: 1 think 3iri~QEi& uas fro® Just ovrr the 
Virginia State Hue.) I think Lnolr Luther abeut^l^cr l6 Vii the one Ja^e Simmons billed ij 1 ^ 

while he was running up the mountain read tack of thr old nous c , Lucie H^h shoved ae 
wh»ro they dux the bullet out of the shale bank. Uncle Bernard ZMy hare been Killed In 
tto Drepp Mountain battle, A group of Tankees did camp at the pintanob, I think our ?x*nd- 
father, Silas, and Jake G Ibse n had come la with others to the house for food to take 

back B evidently 1 raring aokfc r>f their guns at cKDp. I t^in^Ui^re were others >1 
The Confederate group cane while they were hoar. GrandSad^hio in a b& x lice goose n*it 
about the old wood yard. A conf *derate bad Just shot at some of the others running a^ay 
sod wee re loading hie enwVet fun nt his feel but b d not bis.' see as he thought, so out he 
Si a© knocked this mu down nnd started i.round the hones but ran ihto a gang ± nd h?d to 
surrender* Vas taken prisoner to{Salisbury) lalsbury 3, C, (or was it il. C, ) where 
ebout 95ffcdied of starvation, After ?3 nths &ud ?4 daye he wAB^nt ^of^tkr prisoners 
exchanged. They thought he vonld die anyway but was given a pass * Jb un n to *et 
heme. On tip capture event oar fellow ro t c*wny about the old school houne (where LT) 

A| went to r ehool) or aeuetary. I’ve fellcwe was aft*>r hi with empty guns so **r*7irtis£ ver* 
losing ground. One said to die other “tak^ my gun aid I will get hia*Vut in the ruoe 
Gibsco U akhahj nulled out a pepper box pistol n:id shot ut the wou'd-be captor. He stopped 
the chiMie, Oae "of tla fauittes tiled fighting rather thun be taken. v,\*s offered for 
;rt j braTtry^ilfe t but refused, *Soue annul txoU Jrbs uade in -hg / aare bade of the mill fiam, 
f Sulpher, salt ►eter and lead nurt rock mluja was used, Mary *'\ T-are: Uncle iUyh 1 s slsterT) 
e young girl about 10 died and was ourried on the bank where ou enter Bnul's l, .Qulf house' 1 
peadov (below the store) (Dare; The blgaway tuay h^vt gone through it 1 ), Bernard nud 
Lather aay have been awrried at the 3iiarp graveyard, (no gravs murcsreTJ - ^(jc. 

There evidtntly was u± lot of teople living up the hills ad down the valleys thos^days 
around there, Uncle fienry (lived) near the ahtMip shed oo the Middle Mouit.^lru Vncle — 

Shuts below the oom.^ny store at 3Latyferk, his children: son .albsrt lived 
* vTTb nale Uufh, then moved to California , uni son Eich ard 7Tbbut lay a *sl3e l 

Ma be 1. Faybe others t ,J but 4 or, ,# hud 4 1 J 

AnosJMlle/, Ceorre Mnnnah 


H ! Xa 


but 4 $T, ,t Uad M r , j 1 7 ? h*^d a of dau^jat c . »>, a Doyle, 

annah^^a^ Mbecm^T'am Li ar L> r )aud Cera w-'bt iest, — * 

« 1 yiy at ^ Hat, o fruixf SPohan ie s, Lcve and f 1 aphers, Ira Iviui, 


. be are living ^ne iya dpi - r - 

UiKrfi 4 r -i 2 ^*- 

I asked 3i in 1P?6 something « > ut ‘OtJui Zfaiinah, grandmother ^^rah^s brother ; bc.it 10 or Ifl 
.C who died (diptheria^) briefly jid cyme back to life and teld *,bout who h**d s^er 
In heaven *tc. 3i: ^Otha T («n tah--ite atioaed *Auat yurthu Pjisiard 11 c+ % & never seen 
and one or two then he’d «e*n in heaven, ^e threw a red B^ndkerahl sf up u^nlost 
the oeil'ng where it huiig about an inch Ti-ms the cell! ng—mat 11 after he died a second 
time—sbout the tiue they Rarrisd hir ( perhaps la the ctuetary io =it near Parry ^naan 1 * 
farm home) —the chief fell dowa across the b,-ck of a ekaijc rocking chair, lie died 

of Diptherla, lie told his dad, who had gone up klk to a silt what he'd bought, — One thing 
^ wee a colt he*d boa ght for Oth«a*' , 


(l&M* 


V. 













L\ Iaterriew ef Mrs. Fareet (Alii*) Gibson 1* LQ80 by Day* Share an tape recorder. \jj 
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'<£> . F* . r ^f <&, 

William Sharp’s sistar married David Gibsen and liTed where the lef Glbsens eronard la. / 

Barnard Sharp, killed near Bah Gibsen nlace was harried in the Moffett eemetary aa 
taa ef the hatt (hill) in front af the Jim Gihaea house, during Civil War. 

Gacrca lather Hannah.- a a l a ia t m. u a n a f La > id , (that's where Luther Sharp tat hie 
case) married Emma MeClmre and she died dawn hare ia the church and aha was hurried 
behind the Droop Meuntaln Churah, Allis's story* ahaut Otha hayinc died and pt in* ta 
heayen and ratumint ta talk ta the family was the same as dawn Dad's side af the family. 

I teld Alii* that Vee Hannah's dauthttr Evelan* tald mo the same atery same cevn Melinda's 
side af the family. Allie said: Oth* tadld tin family that Jaa had cans ta haayaa and 

that any af the rest af yen that want ta can ta taa. Otha said if yen want ta see where 

heayen is I'll taka yen eutside and shew yen and ha whawad than the heavens ware lit 
u» heantifnl. Mary (sister af Sarah) was a hahy, vhe later married 3am Gibson amt had 
ana ahild, Stella vine married a Fisher. 

Many years later whan Mary's child, Stella, was earhap a a taanafor, Mary iu eettint iotfi, 

ready to t* (l *« in Slatyfark ta sea Sarah, her sister(Kra. Silas ShFTp) . want into a 

bedroom ta fet same wraes ta wear and saw twa man in there im a viaien. She didn't knew 
than and ana said "don't ha frifhtaim d—w*a Otha aad Jaa—wa'ya came ta help hear year 
hnrdana, and it wan't balar* till yam’ll f. (die)? Mary was auat Mary. Mary task 
Stella an hahialhar an the horse and went ta trandma'a aad she sited all the way from 
unala >a* Gihean's hana dawn ta Slatyfark creak and dried her tsars up hafara aha want 
t# the house, and Stella* said: Manny eried all the way dawn till wa C et ta the creak 
T “f t " ^ d *y M * r f * 8 ** d krandma (Sarah) If aha'd taka aara af Stella and r*ise her 
aol MhU Mary died a ahart few months after that. (Daye: I'ye heard Bad tell about 
t#1 i* raiB * d thfrB vith kl ®* 1 thaufht Dad raised her. hut I supoese Bad 

,J hl " <•» ^ iMa «“ 

?T”: ,k * **? "‘ n ‘“ 11T.4 «.r a. Owl. p Uo .. 

ei.Ham owned all the Slatyfark cmintry. They alwaye had a mill there at Slatyferk 
(Day#; I was tald by Dad tk>t tta-e was an alder snaller mill dam there, We canid 

tl* III dam ils!“ Uea ’ *"*”"*' a>amt 30 faat ak ” B th » ***« d « lnffe—where 

!! 1 *' llla *** araparty up Slatyfark. Wa still awn the mineral rl e ht. 

* mU * ,r ^ rd V there .. the ulaea (ahara LD'c lu. an 
* a ” *“? aad kiUm6 * tk « tree, in the ..entry and I <b n't 

5”n *•“ (i ”*"‘ ,r ? 3 tr "‘ “• »...»» 

“• 3k “ r *'- ' “■ 'M 1 ”* •” 3 ‘1*» »«.. *. ild.’t j.i. .itk.r 

hr*tb^ ^w C1 SV J C *“* th « Canfadaratas had aama in and killed his <y&*.rT) 
eUVer w **^ It *“ d * * iTilw *. r ltht there at the hense. VmUi't ifcht an 

vhill tlr! “1 at M1 T * ’ rl8,E d,wm U wrl 7 »tarred ta death 

i l * r% \ -• Sfcid they killed rats and eats and mte them. They'd threw a carer 

I IItMt ^did*«?rIt e T I' Vi r k 4 t T rli * t# til ”* 311a * “ ald ka “ Tar ” ald 

a cat hmt did eat rats ta keep frpm atarrir*. Whan ha aama hams ho was ap .car ami 

" ,v “*-**•«» hl * Wh, h. .... «,rriad. After ha 

married erandma, Sarah, she later said aha didn't knew him whan ha came hack I (ueaa 

with !! r# * la,8Kat,B and thihta like that, Ha fall in l.« 

I'll hlard^h.-^eTT 8 had " L ' D *“ 1 * T m * thmT Ella “ d W 

f.t h«I t. a ^ Silas Ilmmulms an the hard C rannd in priaan aad whan ha 

t * • mldB 1 in » had vary wall far a while—slept an tte fl.er 

C “ E “ t,rr * f Ut * r “ aftBr k * (311ms) was married, I. had such a a«d snrar 

‘“I aM f * n Uj * rl t seansan was an he liked ta make s««ar and ayrna. On. tim. h[ 

Sn^nr. ll'M* 2 * ad ^ UriBd iiB ^ r ”* Grandmath.r wanldn't help him an 
Swdayi (Sarak s aartste wtmldeat mr%n m «k 11 3maday—Da« Hannah) The n»t Suidav 

* " .Ulll.r u. l..t hi, .rr„. Do Ju ......r ilj“l“?u?T ’ 

1 C W J' Waa WraBd lf ® d * » 3unday h.'d l.^se ararythUf 

t / J C J* dB u it om k*t apparently it was 3144a, and Dad tala me one time the 

Anil\n«* a<: l Uak lMa11 th * B1t£ar water * »nd another time he ouilled it ) 

t* \\ ll '' ? h * 8aid: ' thiB iB * a * U - (k. called Sarah by 

'\; ray " 8 WBn,t —.red. and he was , in E heme with tw. b U buckets ef ^yruu 

avt w.-ss .-m-itis: zrTjr “ u: " 11 
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g* 2} Interview tf Mrs, Ferest (Alii*) Gibson in 1980 by Dave Star© in tv* different interviews, 

t w® 

Alii#: I knew something Sarah did, LB was ^ing t* sc* ft scheel teacher and re tut 

^ 11 t* ny mothers(Ella) t t* see a teacher whe was beardir^ with nether, Her name vps 

Lena Kellisen frea Hillsber# aid was teachiig scheel across the road fren men's, He'd 
a if mi several times tn Sunday te see her. Sen.eone (his aether Sarah) w»t seme bread 
j. in his socket m when he fit off his hers# at the barn he threw emt the br#ad fren hie 
peeket and the eh likens were running areund with bread in their menths, and that was a 
jekt en kin, (Allie implied that LD was esbarraseed and didn't ge see her any%*re.) 

It was the sane Kelllsens fren Hill there that kmlll Dad 1 s big heuse. 

was killed me here tn Elk, near Hebert Gibsen's hems# and hurried at the Meffett's 
s cemetery, en the kill in front ef Jin Gibsen 1 s big hemst, aeress tin read and up en a 
higk tn mt Jut. (Jin Gi%sn was father ef Ferest, Winters, Gunners, ete, ) 

There is ne narkers us at that graveyard. Het even ef my granddad * (vhieh granddad?) 

I dea't knew wkere yenng Luther was hurried, Otha was erebably hw ried ever at the 

Hannah tenetarj where Marvin Hannah lived and new owned by Harry Hannah, Jet Hannah 

and wife Elisabeth, father ef jehn Hannah was harried in the Hannah cemetery, I saw 
his marker. 

The Indians crested through abeve here (neuutaln) end eane dawn threugk here, 
n Jan* (t 3f( Ullfm jj)ghl3t| Hannah was a daughter ef a eieneer and narried te Jee Bariev 
and lived at the Bariev since (en Elk Mt,). She was a sister ef David, 

Uncle Geerge Hannah was the sen ef David Hannah and died in Hint* n an! he was a ,-Y 

ere Ether and treathed at Buck, W, ?a, and died there and hurried there. He wae keeping 

grandia Hannah, hie nether, and she died dewn there ami is hurried ui at ___ 9 

West ef the Hannahs were hurried at the Hannah cemetery en El^, 

Melinda Hannah narried Jehu hose in Webiter Ce. Their daughter Stella died laot year 
at nbert 96 , 

B#vd Hannah wae San Hannah 1 # brether. n 

Otha'e father, David, weit In a sale (Martha Bustard 1 sT --reeerding Weak ) j 

te get a hers# but breught a eew hens instead, I thiuk. Othat teld then befere his 
father eane hene, that He'd beught a cow. Otha threw a handkerchief te Vm eciliigamd 
it fell aerese a chair at the tine Otha 1 # kedy was levered late tin grave. He said he 
A ceui# put the baby (Mary) in the fire ad it wouldn't hurt her, but they wouldn't let him. 
'80 Grand father 3lies would take ms en his knee n when I visited then. Ada and a 

kuneh ef us and Tielet was smaller. And he'd sing Mebbie herse an! twe little girls 
riding a saddle 11 "Hebbiedegig, hobbiediegig ( twe little girls riding a saddle". 

Willian Sham's sinter was Msrv Gibsen—David Gibsen f s wife, 

David Hannah must have been buriied ever here in the Han nab* Genet ary. Aunt Heater 
Sleafeese Hannah, David's wife) is hurried at Buck, W, . 

Eev Geerge Hannah was the Minister, Son of David. He was net Geltrge L, Hannah, 

Eev. Gee. Hannah te tk careef his mother, Mrs, David Hannah, at Buck, 

He and his nether were berried there, 

Peeead ef tke stery teld in July: Mary Gibse n and her daughter Stella planned t# ge te 

Slatyferk te see her nether Sara Sharp, She went in a reen te get her wraps te ge and 
there were twe nen standing in there and she didn't knew then ami they hastened te be 
her brethers, Otha and Jee, They said ,! We f r« Otha and Jee, Teu've had a let ef troubles 
and we’ve oene t# help yeu bear then,—she'd been slek. She was enly a baby when they 
died and she didn't know then. She (Mary) erled allthe way devm te Grandma's, Stella 
held her grandma that her aether had cried all the way devm. HQfcU Stella teld her 
grandma abemt the riaien. That was when Mary asked Sarah te take care ef Stella aid 
raise her and she did f (Mary died seen after that), W* all theught a let ef Stella. 

Stella was really non s step-sister, yeu ni£t say. She vasmU adepted, thepgh, 

Stella married a Fischer and died i" Elkins, and had a sen named Reckey, 

Uncle Geerge Hannah's wife died in the ahurek. He narried Emma McClure fren Breep— 
she was burriedthere* Aunt Mag Hannah and Edith Calahau—mil hurtled in Dreep Mt, 

Cemet&ry —temhstenes, 

Geerge L, Hannah was Jehn Hannah's bey. 

• David hnd Jehn were brethers. Geerge L.(Luther) is the eat that had the pest effiee 
at Telk (near Marvin Hannah's, where Den Hannah lives—the sane hemse) , There wae 
a pest effiee near Chariesten n&nedi Elk, se they stalled it Tele by adding a te it. 

ltn:r*:AVrir. af !8 m?s.) b th * area waB tk * r *- (I keil,T,! s * 9aid tke 

c^*e^ary^ J#iiri,a J*« aid Ellta^eth(P»rasid«) w«r» »irri« d In tb* ia»n»t 


0 


Jo*"i * w &n^Mh r n wether was a Burnside, 
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Stories by Allie Gibson 5-1-31 taped by Dav^/W#^ /^^^Page 1 

Uave: they put the telephone line through here in I 898 -I 899 . Tell 
about it, Allie: We kids imitated the line by putting elder bush poles 
in the goaond and Irung strings on it* Dave: Dad said David ^annah 
lived just above Sam Hannah's place —besie the present road when Otha 
b I©H and saw his vision* He said it was a log house* two stories* 

He said he'd been in that house when he was a boy and he said it burned. 
Didn't David Hannah live there before he moved down to the log house at 
Page Hannah's?. Allie; I nevxr heard of him living up there near Sam 
Hannahs. Dave ,/bo lived in ^the old hhuse there near Sam Hannahs? 

Allie: Aunt L 6 ah Hannah stayed there—Bowd Hannah—bee, r wonder what 

those people's name was. The Gibson house was an old log house up trie 
nollow (at Sam Hannah ' 3 ?—Dave) Dave: I stopped there and the old 

chemney rocks are still there between the old and new road. Allie- 

seems like the 3rowns lived there. I'll tell a little story. Grandma 
nannah (Hester) was there to visit and she said Dimer Rider v/aa a little 
boy and he visited there and there was a Rider lived there then—Elmer's 
. u^* , ii0 sald h0 50t a halr ln something (eating) and she was jd mad 
at him for saying loodly "gotta hair, what am I going to do with it"? 1 
■Grandma told us kids, you know, "what that boy should have done was take 
that hair out and said nothing about it" It must have been a Rider that 

lived there because Elmer was there. (Dad told us the story about the 

boy and the hair, but I never remembered who it was — Dave)*, 
uave: Ivan, in one of tils t pea he made said: " Davi d Hannah lived in 

tnat log house before it burned." Allie: that isn*t"iHe~s^me house. 
That's the one over where Archie (page Hannah's) Jim Jackson lived 
there (Archie * s place) 9 after David lived there-^ln my time# My 
mother (Hlla) stayed share with uncle Henry and aunt Mag wnen Ernest 
Haaasfcwas born--he moved to Hew Mexico. (Dave: Prank Hannah ^Td~Davie 
sold the place to ham nannah before he died.) Allied when David died 
he (taamtxajtxjtaMy** left (what?) to Geor~ge and Henry. Henry inly 
nad one boy and afraid he'd get in meanness and he kept moving like 
a J U ff ey Sobbler" —jumping from place to place. Then they must have 
sold „he place to Ham Hannah. George and Henry were to look after thetr 
mother, Hester. Uncle (George) was a minister and moved a lot and Uncle 
xenry was a merchant and he just went from place to place—Arbovale, 
tienick s Valley, and so mapy places. He married Mag MCClura. She's 
hurried at Droop. She came back after Uncle Henry died from New Mexico 
ana came back to her slaters and died down at Bee-•••**..* (?) 

L.D. *s Jourtlng:. Allie: A school teacher was boarding at Mother's and 
uncle Luther was going with her (Lena Hennisfon)?). He'd been coming up 
pretty regularly to sec her. Had to go horseback. So grandmother of 

d ° wn “ hei>6 ^t some biscuits in his pocket. So when he got iam 
f!? e , 36 at tli0 barn * ^He, He threw the biscuit out of his pocket 
and the chicaens just scrambled for it. Embarrassed him. It may have 
been Lena Kennlaon. Warn had a picture of her. I was only about 2 
yoars old when Luthor and Laura mar.-led. Laura said she thought I was 
the cutest child she ever saw. She took a likening to me and J we were 
always like mother and daughter. I believe even closer. I always thought 
so much of h<r. ^ .,(y father, Bob Gibson (wagons) went to Huttonsville 
to the train to bring Uncle Luther groceries etc. one of Suzie Rider's 
brothers or her father was drowned in the river (lygart), ~I EKi nl c Ee — 
was a Grown. Dave: Dad told once of someone drunk and drowning in 
Tygart River. Allie: that was him. Suzie's father I think. He was 
a Brown. I wonder where the Brown's came from and the Jacksons? 

Allie: .Martha hanneh. That must have been the John Hannah's family. 

Forest's grandfather was ..(J^hn?) (David and John brothers?) ... 

//here the Hugh ^annak house is—was- -a log house. I never remembered 
Forrest's grandfather except when he was burried. I remembered. I 
wondered why that woman was sitting on the bed crying. I was a child. 

i5 e .as Aunt tiandy Hamrick with one of Lee Hmbrlok, little ones -b «> 7 on. 





















Allle aibaon —Teaching Slatyfork 1911-1912 rto. 




and 


I taught school at Slatyfork 1911-1913. The Trustees were L . D. Share and 

???i **!£?!}“’ 1 % y6d < at ray A un °l e LD and Aunt Laura's from Monday evening 

Fri ^t y u mOI ’ n i? S '' far 1 ^ 1;L ( r tlllnk ) a month. I-helped with the bed 6 

if^efded 13 ^ 8 ?*^ a ? d Ch * K lke 'r 1 hel P 0d ^ound the house and store 
if needed. As far as I remember, I paid $11 for board. I loved them 

very much. I'm sure they aL 1 had an education suitable for their dav. 

Irvine^ tripping and running and doing the work at^' 

tt d ? n H r ® caU BN»t grand--Grandparents (Win ai 
Kaobael Dilley). Uncle Hugh was there* 

Ail I know la David Hannah and Hester raised their family at the 3am 
Hannah s house were James Jackson raised their family. I know 
my iBKtkf mother stayed there when Uncle Henry and Aung Mag lived there 
and took care of Earnest Hannah--I think she was lli then. 

Yes, there was an old housfc where Frank Hannah said on 3oude Hannah 
plaoe Just opposite the Gibson place in the corner (Corner? 

^“l nab (Hester) told me Elmer & Fennick Rider, parents* 
lived there.(Elmer * ** nm.nn.o ......-- * K k l 


to me. (It's 


8 parentSs? 
gone now? . 


IfcA* *&* Just a vacant house 


.hat was Silas bharp that slept in a rooking chair. He didn't lav down 
for six weeks. The night he died he asked Grandma: "Sarah"—his wife: 

5° him a pallet by the fire, Hhe helped him cbwn. Then he said " 

H ®, dled peacefully then—just went to sleep. 

I didn t know of any of the Sharp's owning slaves. 

Ellis Hannah died in I 91 S by an acoider*. 

Joe Gibson's obildren stayed at Bob Gibson'e—and went to aohool. 

Haney Rider7 Anthony Creek.... 

3 ^ P: , 1 a E ayed wlth thBm what time he was si ok and had a 

bush to k ®*P fli ® a ° fr ° f him -^ weeks he dever got out of his 

ohair. He had abenoh or something like a table on a high chair to put 
his arms on and his head down to rest. Stella Gibson was there. 3 hH 
could help grandma take care of him at night. * Qe 

Students I taught: Jesse, Fred, Frank, Dock Hannahs, Ivan Sharp, Willie 
Hoover, Willie Harmon Gibson, Clyde Galford (just visited)— under 6 . 
<***»?■« chard Gib3on » Henry Gibson, Bernard Galford, Paul 

^arp, Roxie Galford, Viola Jackson, Eula Galford, Beula 
Galford, Bessie Hoover, Velma Hoover, Haude Phillips, Bessie Higgins 
Creola Sharp, Emily Hoover, Ruth Gibson, Enjnma Hannah(Gibson), fc" 

Lucy Hannah (Jackson) Bessie Higgins 9 (daughter of Sam Hlsg Ins) 

I remember mother (Ella) telling about the log school house at the 

rive£ e £Ini, I ea E? er3: ^ 3Ulfi Matbews and ^ Byus. —?-He had been left on a 
river bank to die and some folks found him and naned him "Byus" meaning 

ni2no“®i h i m b y U3 J ,k ? tbei * said He was a good person a nd teacher. He 6 

h? m° P E ea °? E nd JU3t P r ' eachod OOB sermon and he died, I never asked 
where he was burried. tr . 

Uncle Ellis was driving to town in a wagon k Veo was with him. His 
horses got soared and he was thrown out and was taken to the Marlinton 
hospital, where he died --just lived through the night, Russell was at 
Richmond at school He came on home. I was at Richmond at the time to 

tt - 8 daughter was Lena Liesty—was at t he hospital 
with her father. Harmon said "you are B 0 b and Ella's daughter"—he knew me. 
□ut I ■** had left on an early train for Washington and didn't know about 
U cle Ellis dying till later. 



























Mis oelleanous Facta by Frank Hannah, and others (Allle Gibson) 
^ e ^ ather u f Sam and Joe Gib30n wafl John. He was burried at Moffett 

anerr^lS^ro'FDiL^o^^^'- HU ”°°" d *“* — — ShS. 

ln tbe W«MU914) was not Laura* a brother 
the "veil o^h 1 S °-2fc? fchfit waa located across the road from 

t»1 L '*' 6re he lived.(near the water fountain) 

Seh waS3 S ^ I ? ed ^ OUt Woodl ’ ow -“ a or’oa3 the mountain from Marvin H*mii 
aoPo3£J from inarvln Hannah's to kill him and he vraa von* “ * 
(Jake Simmons killed Hush's little brother age l6 during the civil*war 1 

HfS3SsS P ^ n °h P ! lati i 0n ? H ^ h ' 3) Uved ™* p *>» Sav?f Inn* &u a ? ] ' 

g th T 6 had v a brothbP Joe and Siam. Henry moved to Stamping ?reek 

His brother Joe got married. Joe's daughter married L a cv rJ^So? 8 ° k * 

^ et ^ 7 a 1 ^ Ughter * Uamie ' w ent to school oS £y“ 7 Bryant * 

Buck Galford Uved at the Gibson Knob afteF living at the head of <=i 0 4 . w e , 

creek, and he ran Hugh Sharp's mill at Slatyfork? Slatyfcrk 

h|5£2_Dod^lll was the one that pretended to be the "Hatfield" frane and 

M to leifin^OO in a b^f at 
-the old sohool house(log). He was a former teacher. 

Dan Jackaon and H o y 0 Ayers lived with Uncle Hugh. Bill Avers did too and 
?boixt n off f iS t h* ith ^“f 186 " Llndfl «y (of Linwood^ and cut (Anson's’) ear 
SSoS^Xft W>nt to VlrglnU - J1 “ J “ ok ”° n “ d Jack.™ fllao*lived 

Th# P«tJgouae waa in the big field below Slatyfork t own » eoo i a who u D/ , 

oontagioua diseases, diptheria etc. were kept there until well 

The fir^it time Frank heard a voice on a phone, Violet waa talking to some 

rt& Son."??" WB ‘" 8h8 88lT ^ d ° y0U «*' { ° h *“ S*» V.rnS?f lit?™ 

married Page Gay—Frank Hannah's grandmother. 
K5SI*^SfFb^ d6U) W6nt to flCh001 at ^^yfork with Frank-the school 

Lesalle Judy taught Violet, Lena and Frank. He was mad at the wav the 
two girls fixed their hair with "rata" (see picture of than in v, n Li 
and made L.D. mad that he did. and he wis going ?o whip X' ^ Sired 

place L me D° U AQd r s^ 0 UBn U3 h* H * i ived ln tho Gurfcia House at the old 
his job. Hannah were trustees and they fired him twmx from 


Allle Gibson: Bfernagd Sharp(which one?) lived at D a via Hannah Place 
(married childreni Joe and Mamie) Killed in the war. 

They mov$d to Hillsboro —Stamping oreek. "HTs'Vidow”married 
Henry Sharp and lived at Davis Hannah place. 

Henry killed ati Robt Gibson place. (Henry aharp) 

.Jill iam and Mary" were bro and a is ter ,‘^fie' married Daviji Gibson, father 

of William ,who was father of Bob Gibson. ~~ ■ - 

David's tons were Wm. James. "Old uncle Jim" was ("Big Jim") 

(John --father of Joe and Sam and Wanoy) 

Joe Gibson's father lived further up thi hollow (Shelton Hollow) — 
back of the church. John was burried in the Moffett Cemetery. 

Fjyeall Gibsoii had the first car in the area in 1913. It waa a 1Q09 car. 

He had the first oar In Vobsler Springs. 

£gm Beale lived at the "yellow House". His sons: Charles, eto. 

Jim Gib son ("Little Jim") fdthe’rof^Forest. 

David Hannah left the log house to Henry (merchant) and George—to take care 
of Hester, —they sold the place to Sam Hannah. It had belonged to Aam 
Gibaon'a wife, Mary, daughter of David. Jim Jackson Heed there after 
David died—the log house at Archie Gibson's (now gone) —picture in book. 





















Frank -Hannah Interviewed by Dave May 1, 1981 


Dave: {I asked him something about the first sawmills.—there was one 
half way fran the mouth of Slatyfork to the old store place.) <L 

Frank: • ••on U P the hollow next to the store (perhaps he means the one * 
half wayt) I was pretty small. Maybe that was when the out the lumber for 

ol^nhLl ll T , V 1 1 i Vej ^ in %/ here T a mlU UP Slat 7 f ork between the 
old school house and the old store (that was the half-way one) I 

remember them cutting those big hemlock* trees. We»d go up there 
sometimes during noon hour, 1 think There was a saw mill near the school 
house later on (1930 *j)(D ad sold timber and had it sawed). Dave: There 
was also a saw mill up the creek above the old store place when r ad was 
a boy. (On Sundays he and others would push the cart up the creek on 
the tram rails and ride it back, and may have wrecked oncee?) 

Ju 0 S-^ b J ° il u r . WaS aold for J unk durin S zh *> Second world war. SI said 
the builder haa a kiln near the new house when It was built tod ry boards 

*" dd ® th0y ^ Ve SaWed the lumber for the house and el Led it. 

Frank 1 Kolllson j.pom Hill a boro built It, 

1 think was the brother of Suzie Rider. George L. Hannah 

1 t f meS ; F1 * at wife was a He fair out with Ihem at 

ry a Chapel church and said he'd never go baok there again. His wife 
was there at church and died there. So he had to go back when she died 
His second wife was Nora Sh arp.daughter of Harmon. * 

Frank: ^ (Hannah) Beale taught at the Slatyfor k school that later 

ourned. Little Bill Gibson dowi ther> was full of mischief like rest rtf 
us We got some dynamite. There was an old hemlock tree that fell 

across the road and some one had cut it out, We bored a hole in it and 

fath 8 r r-i * n 10 and a fuse to it. On Friday evening tta's 

f ab ^ ~" XXX j came down after her with the sled. W 8 lit that thing and 

looked up and saw him coming on the sled and Me had just about ti e to 
get to the dynamite. Some one ran back and pulled the fuse out 
|rank: (Phones I do n 't remember the first time I heaL a phone’conver- 

sation. ^ne time I was down at your Dad»s. Violet pickedup the phone 

and some one was talking and she said'»you want'to hear someone talkie?" 

I said yea * i remember that Sam Varner 1 a wifa was talking tn 

That ... before we (San, Hann*'a) bed a telephone! YoSr“ad Sota G^n 

and some others had phones on the old line. tt# J ibson 

Otle Olbeon used to live up the hollow. He was ele'k. One winter my 

“ve‘ Dld“Lenf 9toS? 4"/ , He hBd 30me klnd of rheumatlL. 

irve. Did Leng ..litchel (^aura's sister) so to school here? tVnnir. 

taught^O achooi with me at the school house that burned. Leslie^udy 

taught there when Lena and Violet went. This picture of fEelr^hair-do” 

a 8 "^” 130 ? St fchelr h® 11 ** Tb ®7 rolled it up around like 

3 360 pic p UI ’ e J !le Juniped on them about it. It made your dad 

ma and he was going to whip old Judy. He was going to feed the sheep 
and was in the house (the Curtis house?) and L.D. ? 

bo 001119 oub * He had his feed sack and some grain in it and laid 
laid it down in the road, Judy lived across the creek from L.D. f a 
store in the Curtis house—the house that was up off the ground (now 
gone). He woouldn't come out. He taught two schools down there. He 
aught one school Your dad.t.D. and my dad, Sam were trustees. ..fy 
we ought to L et rid of him and get someone else. LD 

Xet 3bl>y f^ 008 mor * y ear * Th ®y tried him another year. 
But they all fell out with him, 

Frank; kgy^gider went up to the spring lax* one evening to get a drink, 
ue came back am said "do you all want a dringk"? If you do, better go 
now or It'll be too dark to fine the spring. He made out like Sam was 
working us too late, ha. (Story about the Hatfield Gang) L.D. was instru 
cted to put a box with moaay at the school house. LD put an empty box 
there but they didn't come that night. The second night the came ard got 
it and threw the box down. They thought it was Henry Doddrill. a forirer 
teacher that did it. * -- 






















mioses 


±rom h aymond Mace 




a short distance f rL, U » 11 i’e*0ibson° 11 " 6 SeW ?leasant Valley School Juit 
"° ld Pleasant Valley School on ^he hfn' B<,fore 6 ?” n " tbd ™ ». th 
roi* quit© a time your Aunt 12.1a used the butfrft a clia P®l Church. 

Then when her house burned, the ^i 1 f Ln S aa a ohicke n house. 

incorporated into the new home which still aci *° 83 fcbe road a «d 

Sumner of 1Q21: we n„„ <77 ! J 8C111 stands. 

I Played on the old boiler? latyfork creek In the sawmill shanty, and 

Jeremiah*Pr 1 elT 1 *^My <* Indian Draft, son of 

soldier survived the war only to d^ow^in^ 1 "* 8 ^ 1 ® 1 a Oonf8d «r a te 
?i!^ P f Ve ln an abQ ndoned ceLSry tverloo^l d \ Vally fliw “ear Elkw* 

Anecdotes about t he Sharps; Accord?™ * ?J g 5 onl * y Ru n- 

ago, LD siT1I^~hls~fI?ic?F a r.a^ ?°°, tho stor y I heard many yeara 
stock of goods was ln ” On loti SStS'Si'S 0 ^ hla home * £- ?SIt 

tS^syrs; or^suppiy^s 

«£..*>» h^e^fiSfFi !SS - “ 

ra&jr i-Ei-ss £ :».S««r *” “ s - 

h.c.i a :I^ I E ^“ 8 -3^«;‘ t --the«. ot dat.’Sru.Mp’th.^S £ 

date it happened to be. 7 birthday no* matter *at month or 

The Pooahontaa Times Jan 1. lQiJi "Th* * 

TjlsjjhoM Col met Sat? Office™ aSeT^h"* 1 * ^T lln *° n «2<1 Elk 

s. IcDilTey vloe-re a . and gen. Mgr. J d r 1 h D,Sh4rp ’^ eald,nt » - 

most Important business transacted was*t£© ! f" " « 60(1 treas. The 
after Jan. lj the extending of the IhnrtH™ L lng ° ut of free Phones 
the e xtenaion of the company, s buIiSSTjliwfSri??! ak where ^ 

W*Va* ulp & Paper oo.); the oooDepatinn H f^ aO0! Probably the 

entering the Marlinton Switchboard wm°b! f a iS!* d i ff * JE, ; nt companies 

Pbonep, one in the c & o. static aStJToXerV\f d «* to install two 
Jail aervioei The Times told of 1& ba ° bhar in the freight office" 

TrTthe very early 20* s. About 9 , l “ the EXk community 

(Davej a letter to Ivan (at Juokhan^ntf S *u° mail serv ice. 7 

be carried horseback to the Clove^L lcll mother said a package would 

Jake Simmons belonged to the 19th Va Cavfirv“ n $ * nUl11 to Clinton.) 
aeveraT Randolph C ounty raen belong!^ to it nl” pPob ! bly °ne of the 

Donald Johnson’s gunpoweder accident; Donnie «, * aa a ^ rd ^lautenant. 
po-weder and then mud-cap the ?ottU be^^f L . to tha 

ris*^ sunbrelUa • 

ue kept in tKe barn befoi’e he inatAiifiH Q ( 3 °^ S a « from drums which 

of th. old store. I re^Ler oSu «n left 

:ar- T s: sra*^^ j^! 42 S& sr-f > 

in W MD ory I can se^ *-Uy 























Si Sharp's Recollections 

'-K tC^iA.xflt( r-*k 


Japt. Tandy --Doc Lowe Murder 
Harmon Sharp's 


0$ 


Capt Mundy told Uncle Hugh that in a battle <B *u ,, * «/ 

man were down under the brow of a hill ard hl£n£h Clv11 *»**» some of hie 
over this hill at the enemy over on fchu Jifhl! 1 S** raen were baok a hooting 
of th.tr own men. da ta thoSht“ d ‘ h *S r Mlled on. 8 

™r* -« 4 SJ.-Lt.s.rs , 6 i 

s^sSHfssa.vfjs.sj vtsIt-F T°™ «- . i- 

you kept it so loop, it belonged to yoj £t w, UP & olalm and after 
prior deed or claim to that 'property *FvirfAnJi SU e? 3 3 ? rae one had ** a 
I think Ramona has that M claL w fr^m'lvan^s papera ? laim Waan,t S ood * 

t SSS Wr ° ta “ UP * 1 «*“'* ^ SaL^Stid un^ P ^ e ter a ?ien 

/““°M that l |Se‘*l^t > 1 S°ie r i i iS^?3h^p: a t ar*lat.Tf V° P ? le of y°d°S 

to the head of Laurel Hun and built- n f u at ° lat y f ork ano went up 

ore on their hips. They dian.t sJoial?^ w^h 61 * 6 * I hey Wore a i^-«hoot- 
They*d come out to the store and had mnn« i tb any of the neighbors, 
there about a year or so. !w d Jdn’HnL »i- ?Vk PPX ^ 3 • They were 
hunted sane. They seamed to be hid oJt un^t-h* & Job * ihey Probably 
fellows came dom to Harmon Sharp^ who lLed Scrosa^h” 0 ™ 1 ”, 3 ° De rf t* 1 ® 

log house at Slatyfork. Jie said "t h«d 7*. Sn the creeit in a big 

night and I had to kill my partner w* f fi ?i le up 3t tbe hou3e last 
Shoot me. 17. eat up .u^ht! SSruVStl rb. a a f„ I , ltn, ”' aaBoln « to 
my arms up on the chair and he was aft*?™ „ 8 baok »** d * on a chair with 
»•« waiting for the oth“ o“ JV 1 * sod .. 

the .lick Of hia gun wh er , he ..oksflt } !’’• 1 e ° 2ed off and I hoard 

1 fel1 °" sidewaya f&VS^SK *d piudVVif , 1 " 8 !° ^ 
him, but he ahot aa I fell off .„d th a ,, •Ix-«hoot.r and shot 

•hsr. I had my arma on. I got off It iSS 1 ?! J 1 ” baok ° r ‘he ohalr 

want up and from the bast I can r.membir t hL i“ 6 1 Wall > “srmon., 

Hia name .aa DocKLowe. 1 think ho taa b’i.^? fought him out of thera. 
--probaly one of those on the baok aide fhni^v! !? 6I i 0 at ttie s ^arp cemetery 

waan^t* they JUSt took hl3 word that he shot ^a*/°° k tcP a 3t onef* 

Ih ^ ny coroner ' a investigation or lurv r S£' d ? fenae * Tbere 
she knew ai ything about it. she said 1 a , sked Allle Gibson if 

little girl thenT she said she hea^d about ita She was 

But what Uncle Hugh said I iinAnr****- a OX A DooKLowe rt getting ±i ot 

It was a auppoaltiSn at tha till SS.* "" * a ver y fllS.' ' 

hiding out from the law till thinna coolad a 61 * 6 ^tlaws and ware 
Gioaon {she one at ^latyfork?) about it 1 a sJted old man Will 

had the cabin up there. I? I S. V"? h r 1 8&ld he knew " b «re they 
C, & E, Railroad came down here and rr^ 6 ed from Slatyfork 

big price for hi, farm, thaftooi lS afo? t‘h. ?“r n a prett y 

\^ V6r a way3 a:ld ht) 3 °l d out and went Lll! Sff? rk ar>ea and dowr » 
at the west side of ^Ikins at "atev^r?*? OVer thep ® 

farm land .... and chit when heTEHlTFiad the Si Sofcfcom , big level 
they went to California. muuOCXJU£ I visited wfth^ J Coi,a » “ 
in the 1930s. Cora was a S^Tthen m *^abouf to orl/and^ DlaS °,. 

Thiii; a: " d|ad bothVouSg^ °ts; , s.r wn * “ d 

(ih© tap© continues with 3om© piano playing by si. 

viSit fc Sfth 8 i^iS 5l! e i? a ^ et 5 e b&3 ° ave,fl » faults, Kethats and Genevieve*s 
visit with Violet In Richmond, —Violet's conversation with us* 









Misceleanous "Loose Ends", Stories etc. 




Si Sharp I Quince Harris made whiskey up the hollow (swimming hole) 
atoove Henry Shaver' s^nd t he HR track, for grandfather WtaShar^-soldwhiskey 
Joe and oara uibson's dad, John, camped at the pine knob behind the ** 

middle mountain meadow during ttie Civil war, with Silas Sharp. 
tfm ^har p, after the war, s ewed a Confederate for unlawfully taking Silas 
a oivilian, a prisoner, and believed collected S500. Colonel Gatewood 
was probably one of them sued. 

Got in the fur business: Jake Gibson went to Pdr*ny Pncir on( » e. n+ . 

a fur prleeTTsF arid save it to Dad. Dad bought rS aSd aant to "e 
address on the price list. About 12 years old. 

Blaia *harp would stay some nights at grandmother ^harp's. One evening. 

Sn ^Sn lh h ° d “ Uh her 6 £ e night before, told him: Blain, you 

o P e h6 rf yc ? s l ep * last night"—meaning the same bed upstairs. 

He had actually slept at his house with Henry Sharp tnear the Davis 
^annah house--Dorothy FItzwater) the night before. It made Blaine mad 
and he said: r have a good bed at home and I'll go there and sleep" j ha 
£ur Business : Dad had made a $30 profit on three calves he borrowed ($30) 
money to buy, and gave half of it to Jake Gibson to help buy fS^d 
he doubled his money, J 1 

john and Melina Rose lived at Whittiker Palls, down Elk river, (Dad staved 
all night there buying fur when age 12). Their son. Bob lived near Point 
fountain. Was a surveyor. And he lived at Webster Sppfcngs. Rumor that 
he got drunk and a car killed him, 

t> T i S° ld (fl Ued ) Pocket Watch , a Waltham 16 size, IS 92 model. 
There was a house at the Gioson Knob , so Buck Galfcrd could have lived 
there. They moved a lot. 

George Hoover was probably the first to live up near the RR track. 

Hanson Lindsey was a brother of Mrs. Showalhhr. 

BurrTHaSFOTTJim Shaver and Greens"held possession" ( squat ters) on Gaulev 
^a^_Gib^on and Dad watched at the old sohool house for the "Hatfield" 
gang that sent a note for Dad to put $300 in a box in the oortier of the 
gohooi house. No one showed up. Another night he came and threw the 
empty oox and decoy money on the ground. Dad first thought it was Burton 
Slfatvf^rk b oL a t ^ rl i I fr0m ; Ve ^V°unty, perhaps h shhool teacher at 
LVSnT <rf « trlok down there, so It 



























